
Children’s Ministry at Decatur Presbyterian, 2016–2017 
 
Register your child for the 2016–2017 school year here. We look forward to 
getting to know more about you and your family. Don’t hesitate to contact Jamie 
Butcher, Director of Children’s Ministry, with any concerns or questions.  
 
Our Teachers:  
Valuing an intergenerational approach to Children’s Ministry, the teachers in 
DPC’s classrooms are young adults, parents, empty nesters and seniors. 
Teachers are trained at the beginning of the year to engage children, utilize 
curriculum, and maintain high standards of safety and hospitality. Quarterly 
teacher support sessions offer support on an ongoing basis. We are grateful to 
God these folks share their gifts with our community in this way.  
 
Pre-K and Kindergarten (Bradley Room 205): Lucia Sizemore, Catherine Carter 
with Laura Candler Hampton 
 
1st to 3rd Grade (McGeachy Room 109): Hikie Allen and Mary Ann Allen 
 
4th to 5th Grade (McGeachy Room 103): Julie Harris, Sarah Conners, with Tom 
Adams 
 
Service, Art and Drama Projects: Frank Mastrogiacomo, and Nancy Weitnauer 
 
Music: Lori McMahan 
 
Children’s Chapel (pick up in McGeachy Room 109): Jamie Butcher and Lori 
McMahan  
 
Our Childcare Workers: 
At DPC, we take seriously the well-being of your toddlers and infants. Our 
professional childcare workers come with years of experience, background 
checks, receive First Aid/CPR training, and follow the Child and Youth Safety 
Policy. This year we are privileged to work with teachers who spend their 
weekdays at DPCC, College Heights, and Henry County School System. Please 
do not hesitate to ask any questions or share any concerns, by e-mailing Jamie 
Butcher, jbutcher@dpchurch.org 
 
Nursery (Bradley Room 204): Nigist Woldegiyorgis, Emily Howell, and Gerlynn 
Henry.  
 
Toddlers (Bradley Room 207): Natasha Poole, Kari Rheney, and Kelsey Rheney.  
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Our Topics:  
Sunday School - Spark Activate Faith takes children on a journey through the 
Bible with key stories from the Old and New Testaments. Every Spark lesson 
follows a four-part sequence: Gather, Open the Bible, Activate Faith, and Send. 
Each week, kids and their leaders gather together to explore their Bibles, enjoy 
fun activities, pray, and grow in faith. In addition to the important stories of Jesus 
at Advent and Holy Week, this year’s lessons include a three-part series on the 
10 Commandments, a look at the Woman at the Well, and a study of Jesus’ 
blessing of the children. More information can be found at 
www.wearesparkhouse.org.  
 
Children’s Chapel - Godly Play is a Montessori style approach to religious 
education. Children engage fundamental Bible stories through multi-sensory 
learning, imagination, and play. Children’s Chapel is meaningful worship at the 
same time that it is preparation for worship with the wider congregation. It is a 
theologically sound and developmentally appropriate way for equipping children 
to articulate their own language of faith. Visit DPC’s Children’s Library to check 
out Young Children and Worship, by Sonja M. Stewart and Jerome W. Berryman.  
 
Kid’s Club- Kid’s Club on Wednesday evenings is an easy-going time full of fun, 
fellowship and service. This year, we’ll explore the series “Surprise! Stories of 
Discovering Jesus” while committing to one service project a month. Kid’s Club 
meets in McGeachy Room 109.  
 
Our Choirs:  
The objective of the children’s choir program is to instill an appreciation for music 
and singing, teach responsibility, confidence, independence, and the importance 
of church involvement, and to usher children into the presence of God. 
 
Led by Lori McMahan, Director of DPC’s Children’s Choirs and teacher at DPCC, 
the children’s choirs provide music for Sunday worship about once a month and 
for special services (i.e., Easter, Christmas Eve) throughout the year. All are 
welcome and encouraged to join one of our choirs.   
 
For Parents:  
We are glad you and your family are a part of Children’s Ministry at DPC! Parents 
have so many decisions to make with and for their children these days: how to 
pack a lunch, what to do after school, when to let them get on screens. By 
choosing to be involved with Children’s Ministry at Decatur Presbyterian, you’ve 
made a good choice for your child. You’re connecting her to her community, 
helping him deepen relationships, nurturing in her a sense of empathy, and 
grounding him in moral principals. Also, you are surrounding your child with 
people who have made baptismal vows to love and teach him/her about God’s 
great love. Way to go, parents!  
 
Here are some tips for the year:  
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Stay involved: Follow up with your child at home. Every Sunday your child will 
bring home leaflets from Sunday School and/or activity bags from 
Worship/Children’s Chapel. Explore these with your child. Encourage their 
questions and share stories of your own.  
 
Stay engaged: Learn more about the families and children of DPC by 
volunteering as a teacher, greeter, or supporter on Sunday mornings. Contact 
Jamie Butcher for more information. 
 
Stay connected: Sign up for our bi-weekly newsletter and log on to our 
Shutterfly site  
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