
A s we look to 2017, our congregation and staff are “stepping 
up” our efforts in countless ways. In order to support these ef-
forts, we need to move “beyond” our current budget. 
  Our councils have made modest budget requests for 2017, 
but in order to fund needed increases, our operating income 
needs to take “one step up”. Specifically, we need additional 
funds for cost-of-living personnel adjustments, proactive 
maintenance needs, local and global missions support, as well 
as increases for ministries with children and youth. 
   Your commitments in the past have allowed our church to 
share the love of Jesus Christ with many. The “beyond” effort 
will enable us to strengthen and expand our mission. 

First:  Become an intentional     
percentage  giver. Commit a per-
centage instead of a flat amount, 
and do so with a glad and prayerful 
heart. 
 
Second:  Take “one step up” this 
year for the sake of the missions 
and ministries of DPC. 
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Find Where You Are on the Chart 

Please bring, mail or email your Commitment Card to the church (abeesley@dpchurch.org) anytime between October 16 
and November 13, 2016. You  may also complete a giving commitment online by replying to our emails or by visiting our 
website at www.dpchurch.org. 

“Each of you     

must give as you 

have made up   

your mind, not    

reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for  

God loves a     

cheerful giver.” 

 

II Corinthians 9:7 

 

 

 

 



 

 

You are among active members  

including  who joined this year. 
As of October 1 

You distribute more than bag 

lunches each week and serve 
more than 100 Threshold 
clients per month. 

 

 
 
 
 

You welcome children 

to our summer camps and 

teach an average of  

every Sunday morning. 

 You change lives through 

summer youth conferences &  
mission trips. 

 

You support children 

and adults in 
our beautiful  
music ministry. 

You faithfully support 

 local missions,  

global missions and    

 denominational    

ministries each year. 
 
You deliver 

 flower 

arrangements each year 
to the sick & to shut-ins. 

Dear members and friends of        
Decatur Presbyterian Church, 

A s your pastor, I am exceedingly 
grateful for you, for the staff with whom 
I serve, and for all our mission partners 
who are responding to the needs of the 
world in amazing ways through helping 
and serving ministries. What a privilege 
it is to serve as the pastor of a healthy, 
vital congregation whose contributions 
make a real difference in human lives 
both near to home and far away! Your 
sacrificial gifts of time, talents and fi-
nances are accomplishing much more 
than any of us can imagine. The “ripple 
effects” of your gifts have an impact not 
only in this season, but truly for genera-

tions to come. 

 At this time of year, the members 
and friends of DPC are encouraged to 
offer a commitment regarding what 
portion of our income we will return to 
God in the coming year. We do this on 
a very practical level to ensure the 
church’s operating budget will be well- 
funded, but more importantly, we com-
mit our resources in order to strengthen 

our trust in God, to ensure the align-
ment of our spiritual priorities, and to 
participate in fulfilling the vital mission 

of Decatur Presbyterian Church. 

 Over the coming weeks, I humbly 
ask you to consider prayerfully what 
percent of income you will commit for 
the sake of God’s work in, through and 
beyond DPC. As you do so, prayerfully 
consider the practice of giving “first 
fruits”, “off the top”, before other ex-
penses, so that your giving to God 
does not become lost in the myriad of 
other demands on your resources. As 
we all commit “joyfully together”, the 
church will continue and expand its 
vital influence upon our congregation, 

community, and world.  

 As I have stated before, every per-
son has an innate spiritual need to let 
go of any security we find in posses-
sions, hold fast to the God who created 
us, and make some small difference in 
a world of need. A significant number 
of Christians have discovered that the 
tithe - 10% - is a good benchmark for 
faithful giving and that it is not only pos-
sible but also joyful to tithe. Over the 

years, I have buried many faithful per-
sons who left an impressive legacy of 
Christian service and had plenty of re-
sources to leave their loved ones be-
cause they lived by the adage – “give 
10%, save 10%, and live off the rest.” 
Sadly, far too many today live off 110% 
or more and go deeply in debt. Per-
haps this will be the year that you take 
one step closer to the tithe as you 
place your trust in the One who created 

and redeemed you. 

 We boldly consider such sacrificial 
giving because we seek to live joyfully 
together the mission of sharing Jesus 
Christ’s love for the world. Fulfilling 
this mission together will require gener-
ous gifts of time, talent, and finances 
from all of us. Thank you for your part 
in responding to God’s call on behalf of 
our congregation, community and 

world. 

Grace and peace to you,  

 

You engage  adults in  

small groups and Sunday 
School classes. 

N ot only has our staff transition worked out very well, our 
membership continues to respond with enthusiasm and 

deep commitment. 

  In a world that can seem “volatile, unstable, complex, 
and ambiguous”, as social commentators have claimed, 
DPC stands strong as a place of stability, intentionality, and 
focus. Through our worship and ministries, lives of all ages 
and backgrounds are being touched daily by the grace of 

God. 

 In order to fulfill the mission to which God has called us, 

the time, talents, and financial resources of all of us will be 
needed. Important ministries within our congregation, in the 
greater Decatur community, and with our global partners 

depend upon our faithful and generous giving.  

 
 

 

Staff time has been distributed by ministry area; buildings and property expenses have not been distributed. 

DPC is on a roll! We are living, serving, and worshiping Joyfully Together!  


