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FAMILY  SERVICE  PROJECT :

Mercy  Care  Medical  Center  is  a  federally  qualif ied  health  center  and  Atlanta ’s  only  center  to  provide  health  care  for

persons  experiencing  homelessness .  They  have  been  providing  COVID19  and  antibody  testing  in  all  homeless  shelters  

and  to  persons  l iving  on  the  streets .  We  are  inviting  children  and  their  families  to  create  cards  for  the  clinicians

serving  at  Mercy  Care .  Let 's  f lood  them  with  messages  of  love ,  gratitude ,  and  hope  to  remind  them  that  even  in  these

times  we  are  all  washed  in  God 's  goodness !  More  information  in  kits !

AT  HOME  VBS  KIT

FLEXIBLE  & FUN  FOR

PRESCHOOL-

ELEMENTARY  

KIDS  & FAMILIES

Creation

Genesis 1

God made you

good.

“God saw everything

that he had made,

and indeed, it was

very good.” Genesis

1:31a

Jonah learns a

lesson from God

Jonah 2:1-3:3

God has a plan

for us.

“For I know the plans I

have in mind for you,

declares the Lord; they

are plans of peace, not

disaster, to give you a

future filled with hope.” 

Jeremiah 29:11

Baptism of 

Jesus

Jesus & Peter

walk on water

Woman at 

the well

“Trust in the Lord

with all your heart” 

Proverbs 3:5a

“Dear friends, we

should love each

other, because love

comes from God.” 

1 John 4:7a

We can trust

Jesus.

Jesus’ love is for

everyone.

John 4:4-26
Matthew 

14:22-33
Matthew 

3:13-17

Jesus teaches 

us to obey God.

“And a voice from

heaven said, “This is

my Son, the Beloved,

 with whom I am well

pleased.” 

Matthew 3:17



Overview
"The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made." Psalm 145:8-9

I wonder what makes God so good? I wonder where you see God's goodness? The Bible tells us
that from the very beginning God created all things good. We can read so many stories in the
Bible that show us that God is good to God's children. God is patient and slow to anger. God
forgives us when we mess up. God knows all about us and loves us with a special kind of love that
will never end. God loves us so much that God sent Jesus to the world to be close to all people.
Jesus showed us what God's love really looks like so that we can share that love with others. 
 
There are so many things around us that can remind us of God's goodness, and water is one of
those things. Water refreshes us when we are thirsty, washes us when we are dirty, and can help
us relax when we are worried. When we learn about God and spend time with God, we see that
God helps us feel calm when we are scared, forgives us and washes our mistakes away, helps us
to know how to make good choices, and fills us with joy and love that spills over to others.
 
When you take a bath to get clean, you don't just pour a little water on your feet and call it done.
When you really wash yourself you are covered in soap and water. God's goodness is like that for
us. God fills us with love, kindness, and peace every day. Even when things seem really bad, God's
goodness can still be found as long as we look for it. Have you seen it? Maybe in a parent's hug
when you are sad, playtime with a friend, a card in the mail from a far-away family member, or in
the gentleness of a teacher. I wonder what God's goodness looks like to you.
 
As you read and explore the stories in this kit, I hope that you remember or discover for the first
time how much God loves you, wants to be close to you, and wants you to share God's goodness
with everyone. 
 
Have fun reading, playing, and singing about our Good Creator!
 
Love,
Pastor Emily 



Memory 
Verses

Write it out several times. You can start with the verse in front of you and then take it away to
see how much you can remember.
Create a puzzle with one word on each piece of paper. Mix them up and see if you can put
them in the right order.
Say it out loud. Read it first a few times and then cover the verse up and see if you can do it by
memory.
Make up hand motions to the words or learn the sign language.
Write the verses on the bookmarks in your kit and keep them in your Bible.
Write the verses on the blanket puzzle in your kit and see if you can put it together.

The Bible might have been written a long time ago but there is still so much that is true for us and
that we can learn from it today. God has been with people from the very beginning and has
helped them figure out how to live good lives. There were prophets who would hear God's words
straight from God and then communicate what God said to people in a way that would make
sense to them. Later on in the Bible, Jesus would show people how to live through his actions. He
would listen to God, show love to others, and even quote scripture from the Old Testament. 
 
Think about some things that you know to be true about your family. What do they expect of you
when you are at school, at church, at a friend's house, or on the playground? How do they expect
you to treat other people? How do they expect you to treat yourself? Some of your families might
even have a special phrase to remind you of who you are, where you came from, and what's
expected of you. When I was growing up, there were two phrases that were said around my house
a lot: "Drive careful and be sweet!" and "You are in charge of your attitude and actions." 
 
When I kept these phrases in my heart, it helped me when I had to make a choice on how to
behave or handle a situation. They gave me courage to be myself and be true to whom God
created me to be. The Bible is filled with words that can help us know how to follow God. We can
memorize scripture and keep God's words in our hearts. So when we are in situations we might
not know how to handle or that are scary, the scripture we have memorized might just come into
our minds when we need it the most.  
 
See if you can memorize the verse from each story. Here are some helpful tips:
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
6.

 
When you memorize a verse, record yourself saying it or call Mrs. Emily and share it over the
phone. For each verse you memorize you get a prize, but only one prize per verse.



Family Service
Project

COVID-19 has affected everyone in one way or another. Many of us are trying to
figure out how to creatively be at home and safely be outdoors while trying to
keep our distance from others. Essential workers like people who work in
hospitals and doctor's offices, restaurants and grocery stores have had their lives
changed in different ways. They are caring for those who are sick, making sure we
have food to eat, and working hard to find a way for us to be together again
safely. 
 
Mercy Care Medical Clinic is one of those places caring for those that are sick and
in need of hope. Mercy Care is Atlanta's only center that provides medical, dental,
and behavior health services to persons experiencing homelessness. During the
pandemic, they have been providing COVID19 and antibody testing in all
homeless shelters and to persons living on the streets. Jesus tells us to care for
those who need help, the sick, and the poor. Mercy Care Clinic is sharing the love
of Jesus by caring for those who are in the most need of help and protection. 
 
The theme of our kits is Washed in God's Goodness.  When we have experienced
goodness that can only come from God, Jesus tells us we should share that with
others. In your kit, you will find materials to make cards for the doctors at Mercy
Care Clinic. Let's flood them with messages of love, gratitude, and hope to remind
them that even in these times we are all washed in God's goodness! 
 
There will be a card drop-off at Decatur Presbyterian Church on June 27th and July
25th from 11am-12pm. You will just drive up by the playground and drop cards in
a basket. Reminders will go out throughout the summer. 



Theme Songs

LIVING WATER
I need your living water to fall over me
I need your living water for then I will be 
Satisfied and I'll never, thirst anymore
Oh Jesus, let your living water
Pour over me, pour over me.
 
PEACE LIKE A RIVER
I've got PEACE like a river
I've got peace like a river
I've got peace like a river
In my soul
REPEAT
I've got JOY like a fountain
I've got joy like a fountain
I've got joy like a fountain
In my soul    
REPEAT
I've got LOVE like an ocean
I've got love like an ocean
I've got love like an ocean 
In my soul
REPEAT
 
DEEP and WIDE
Deep and wide 
Deep and wide 
There's a fountain flowing deep and wide
Deep and wide
Deep and wide
There's a fountain flowing deep and wide
 
 
Check out Mrs. Mac singing these songs and more on under the children's ministry page at dpchurch.org



Creation

I wonder what sounds you hear that God made?
I wonder what your favorite created thing is?
I wonder how you take care of God's good creation?
I wonder how you could thank God?
I wonder what about you reminds you of God?

Main Point: God made you good.
Story: Genesis 1 
Memory Verse: “God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.”
Genesis 1:31a
 
This story is about how God created the world. God first created a place for everything
to live (light and dark, sky and water, then land and sea). Then God created the things
that would live in those places (sun and moon, birds and fish, then land animals and
people). This story doesn't tell us scientifically how the world was created but how God is
present in the world and cares for all that is within it. When God created humans, the
Bible tells us that they were made in God's image. I wonder what that means? I think
maybe it means that God made us enough like God that we could see how beautiful the
world is and help to care for it. Read the story for today and then talk about it with your
family or friends. 
 
Family Wonder:

 
If you want to keep reading, check out Genesis 2 to hear a second story of creation. I
wonder how it is similar and how it is different? I wonder which story you liked best?



God made you good
Creation 

Preschool Art: Days of Creation Plates
Days of Creation Template
Markers
Scissors
Paper Plate
Glue stick

Use the markers to color the paper plate to look like an earth, then set aside.
Use the markers to color each day on the Days of Creation Template.
With help from an adult, cut the template, but only on the vertical lines. Leave room on the
margins to connect the 2 pieces.
Connect the 2 strips by cutting off the margin above day 4 and glue it to the margin under day 3. 
Grab the plate and turn it over. Use the strip to mark 2 lines so that one day will show at a time.
Gently fold the plate and cut on the lines. 
Feed the strip up the first slit and down the second. 

Material:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

Idea and template: “Creation Crafts for Preschoolers.” Christian Preschool Printables, 23 Apr. 2020,
christianpreschoolprintables.com/creation-preschool-printables/creation-crafts-for-preschoolers/?utm_campaign=coschedule.



God made you good
Creation 

Preschool Game: Creation Sort
Ice cube tray
Bird, fish, and star foam stickers
Black and yellow squares 
REST square 
Felt flower
Blue marble (sea)
Blue square (water)
Cotton ball (sky)
Plastic animal
Yellow marble (sun)
Wooden bead
Number stickers
*Permanent marker (item not included in kit) 

Name all of the items in the bag.
Sort them by the day that they were created. Ex: Flower goes in the cup for Day 3.
Write the number on the side of the cup for each day.

One person rolls the die. 
The person has to find something that was created on the day they rolled (if they rolled a
3 they would have to find a plant, fruit or vegetable, something wooden.)
Take turns rolling the die & separating items found into specific days.

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.
3.

 
Additional Game (also for elementary kids):
Creation Seek & Find (from 100 Quick & Easy Worship Ideas for Kids by Karen Holford)
Material: Large die
Instructions:
1.
2.

3.



God made you good
Creation 

Preschool Reflection: Sensory Bottles
Plastic bottle 
Pom poms (with tinsel trimmed off) 
1 tsp blue and silver chunky glitter
Clear glue 
Hot glue, Super glue, or duct tape (for gluing the lid shut)*
Water*

Put about 7 oz of water in the plastic bottle.
 Count out 7 pom poms (1 for each day of creation.)
 Add the bag of glitter
 Fill the rest of the bottle with the clear glue (about 4 oz.)
 Use duct tape, super glue, or hot glue to secure the lid.

I wonder what day of creation you like best? 
I wonder if there is a day we could leave out and still have all we need?
I wonder what goodness looks like to you?
I wonder what is good and special about you?
Say a prayer to thank God for all the different things you love that God created and for creating
you. If you aren't sure how to get started with your prayer, use the sample below and fill in the
blanks with your own words.

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

 
Reflection:
Shake your bottle up and then set it down in front of you. Watch to see what happens. See if you can
watch the glitter move in the bottle without talking or only talking quietly. With an adult or a sibling
talk about some of the questions below:

 
Creator God, I really love ________________ in your creation. Thank you for creating __________________.
Thank you for creating me. I know that I am very special to you. Help me to share your love with
others. Amen. 
 
*Items not included



God made you good
Creation 

Preschool Drama: Wonderfully Made Dress up

Dress up clothes*
Hats*
Jewelry*
Mirror*

Set up a basket of items for your child to play and explore.
Invite them to try on different outfits and costumes.
Let them stand in front of a mirror to look at themselves. Talk about what a special
creation they are and name some of those special things.
Ask them to name what they think is good and special about themselves.
Together say thank you to God for your child by praying a body prayer. Ask you
child to name the different good things that their hands, feet, mind, eye, mouth,
and ears can do. 

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

 
Extra suggestion:
Sing Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes together
 
 
*Items not included



God made you good
Creation 

Elementary Art: Canvas Bags

Canvas Bag
Fabric puffy paint (sharpie markers work too)
Plastic bag or piece of cardboard*

Place a plastic bag or piece of cardboard inside the bag to keep the sides from
sticking together.  
Write on one side of the bag "God made me and I am good!"
Then decorate the rest of the bag with pictures and words that remind you of
God's goodness in you. Example: Helper, Kind, Good Listener, etc.
You can even write the memory verse on the bag or Psalm 139:14 to remind you
that you are a good creation of God. 

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.

2.
3.

4.



God made you good
Creation 

Elementary Game: Creation Hopscotch

Sidewalk Chalk

Use the sidewalk chalk to create a 7 box hopscotch course.
In each box draw the days of creations from day 1 through day 7.
Time yourself to see how fast you can go. 
Try it again to beat your time! 
Invite a family member or friend to try to beat your time. 
Try to call out the days as you jump. 

One person rolls the die.
The person has to find something that was created on the day they rolled (if they
rolled a 3 they would have to find a plant, fruit or vegetable, something wooden.
Take turns rolling the die & separatng items found into specific days.

Creation Hopscotch
Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

*Alternative: when you hop on each day, see if you can come up with 4 different
things that were created on that day. Example: Day 5 God created fish and birds-
whales, doves, clown fish, and blue jays. On Day 3 God created land and sea- oceans
to swim in, grass to run, land to play soccer, lake to drive boats on. 
 
Additional Game (also for preschool kids):
Creation Seek & Find (from 100 Quick & Easy Worship Ideas for Kids by Karen Holford)
Material: Large die
Instructions:
1.
2.

3.



God made you good
Creation 

Elementary Reflection: Fingerprints

Ink pad (if ink gets a little dry, add a small amount of water to the pad)
White Cardstock paper

I wonder what is good about you?
I wonder if you have trouble believing that you were made and called good by God? I wonder
what makes that hard to believe? 
I wonder how believing that you are good might change the way you think about yourself? I
wonder how it might change the way you see others?

Materials:

 
Instructions:
Make a few fingerprints on the paper. You can put fingerprints around the page or you can create
an image with your fingerprints.
 
Reflections:
Sit back and look at your fingerprints. Look at all the lines. Did you know that there is no one else in
the world with the exact same fingerprints as you? Not even twins have the same fingerprints. They
are one of the many things that make you a special and unique creation of God. At the end of each
day, God said the new thing that was created was good. God was and is pleased with what God
creates. You are one of those good creations of God. In Psalm 139:14 it says, “I give thanks to you
that I was marvelously set apart. Your works are wonderful—I know that very well.” The writer is
praising God for creating them unlike any other. On the back of the page or in the space left over
write down your thoughts on some or all of the questions below:

 
Say a prayer to thank God for all of the good in creation, including yourself. Ask God to help you see
the good in others and to help you treat all of God's creation as good. Use the questions to write
your own prayer: 
Who are you talking to?
What about God do you love?
What are you thankful for?
What do you need help with?
Amen.



God made you good
Creation 

Elementary Drama: New creation  

Crayons
Markers
Paper
Add other materials around your house

God took such care in creating each of us. None of us is exactly the same and each
of us has gifts and talents that God gave to us that we will share with the world.
We are special to God and God finds joy in each of us. It is time for you to make
some of your own creations!
Make up a new animal or plant. Let your imagination run wild! There are no limits
to what you can create.
Think about what makes that animal or plant special. What is good about it? How
might it help others? How might others enjoy it? What does it do well? How might it
need help from others?
When you have your creation in mind, make a newspaper article, news story, video
advertisement, poster, or drawing to announce the new creation to the world.
Share your announcement in the Google Album and with your family and friends.
 Was it easy or hard to create your animal or plant? Did it happen really fast or take
some time? How did it feel to share your creation with others? Were you excited,
proud, nervous? 

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Musical Resources
Creation

God created, God created
Night and Day
Night and Day
That was on the first day
That was on the first day
God saw it good
God saw it good
 
God created, God created
sky and clouds
sky and clouds
That was on the second day
That was on the second day
God saw it good
God saw it good
 
God created, God created
Land and plants
Land and plants
That was on the third day
That was on the third day
God saw it good
God saw it good.
 
God created, God created
Sun, moon and stars
Sun, moon and stars
That was on the fourth day
That was on the fourth day
God saw it good
God saw it good.

God created, God created, 
Birds and fish
Birds and fish
That was on the fifth day
That was on the fifth day
God saw it good
God saw it good.
 
God created, God created
Creatures on the land
and people too
That was on the sixth day
That was on the sixth day
God saw it good
God saw it good
 
Then God rested, then God rested
From his work, from his work
That was on the seventh day
That was on the seventh day
A Holy day
To worship God.
 
Let's sing praises
Let's sing praises
To our God
To our God
He created all things
He created all things
God is good, all the time
All the time, God is good.

The Creation Song
Tune to Are You Sleeping? (Brother John)

Watch & listen to this song on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=aoehyq6X650&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR2BFcVPApmCPWE-zPQCFngFcuDAGJ7rZBYiONkWfI1h9UDyZZU588zjWlw



Additional Resources
Creation 

Fearfully and Wonderfully Made Mirror- draw a self portrait. (Paper mirror
included in your kit but feel free to make your own). 
Use LEGOS to retell the story of creation. Maybe even film a video.
Play Creation Pictionary. Make your own cards of different things that
were created. Act them out and take turns guessing.
Make cupcakes (https://tipbuzz.com/blue-green-cupcakes/) or cookies
(https://www.tammileetips.com/earth-day-cookies/) that look like the
earth.
Make a list of ways that you can care for creation (planting a flower or
vegetable, visiting with animals at a shelter, recycling, using less electricity,
taking walks instead of driving, etc). See how many you can do over the
summer. 
Read When God Made You by Matthew Paul Turner

Interested in exploring more about God's good creation? Check out the
following additional activities:
 
1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

Share any videos or pictures to the Google Album.
 

Contact Pastor Emily if you have memorized a
verse, for a prize.

https://tipbuzz.com/blue-green-cupcakes/
https://www.tammileetips.com/earth-day-cookies/


Jonah learns a lesson
from God

I wonder if you have ever been afraid to do something? What did you do?
I wonder what it was like inside the big fish? What did it look, smell, feel, sound like?
I wonder what gives you courage to do things that are hard or scary?

Main Point: God has a plan for us.
Story: Jonah 2:1-3:3
Memory Verse: “For I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the Lord; they are
plans of peace, not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11
 
The whole book of Jonah is only 4 chapters long but it has a lot to teach us. Jonah was
asked by God to go to a town called Ninevah and tell the people to stop doing hurtful
things, but Jonah was afraid so he tried to run away. He hopped on a boat with some
sailors and all of a sudden there was a big storm. It was so powerful that it made it hard
to steer the ship. Jonah finally confessed that he was trying to run from God and that if
they threw him overboard the storm would stop. The sailors did as Jonah said and the
storm stopped. But God was with Jonah and had a special plan for him so he sent a big
fish to swallow him up to protect him. Read the story for today to see what Jonah did
while he was inside the belly of the big fish and then talk about it with your family or
friends. 
 
Family Wonder:

 
Since the whole book of Jonah is only 4 chapters, try to read it over the summer. 



God has a plan for us 
Jonah learns a lesson

from God. 

Preschool Art: Flowerpot Whale

small blue flower pot
googly eyes
foam whale body & fins
white pipe cleaner
small round jewels
White liquid glue

 Glue the flowerpot rim to the foam whale body.
Glue one foam fin to the right and left side of the whale. Glue 2 googly eyes above
the smile.
Add a drop of glue to the end of each pipe cleaner and place it in the hole at the
top of the pot. Curl the end of each pipe cleaner.
Glue jewels to the ends of the pipe cleaners. 
Allow time to dry completely before moving. 

Materials:

 
Instructions (also in the bag with Oriental Trading Company materials):
1.
2.

3.

4.
5.



God has a plan for us 
Jonah learns a lesson

from God. 

Preschool Game: Scavenger Hunt
Scavenger Hunt
Something to write with

Materials:

 
Instructions: With an adult go outside and see how many things you can find from the list. Make a
collage with the things you find. 

“Scavenger Hunt for Kids: Nature Walk.” The Bird Feed Nyc, thebirdfeednyc.com/2012/08/15/scavenger-hunt-for-kids-
nature-walk/.



God has a plan for us 
Jonah learns a lesson

from God. 

Preschool Reflection: Water Play 

Kit Bucket, bath tub or pool
Water*
Fish bath toys
Color fizzy tablets
Other fish or boat bath toys you might have*

Fill up the bucket, bowl, tub, or pool with water, leaving some room at the top.
Put in toys by not the fizzy tablets, save those for later.

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.

 
Reflection:
Read the story of Jonah to your child from a picture Bible. You can either do this before you start
playing in the water or during. As your child continues to play in the water, talk with them about
water. What things can they name that are water or things water is used for? Have you been to a
place with water as a family? Talk about that experience. Ask them to tell you about what good
things water can do?
Now drop one or 2 tablets into the water. As the water fizzes, ask them what is happening to the
water? What is happening to their toys? Water can sometimes be scary. Have they ever seen water
that is scary? How did that feel? What or who made them feel safe?
Jonah was scared to do what God had planned for him but God was with him all the time, God
never leaves. 
 
Stop and say a prayer together to ask God to help you when you are afraid. Or instead of speaking
your prayer, try drawing a picture of you asking God for help. 



God has a plan for us 
Jonah learns a lesson

from God. 

Preschool Drama: Jonah in the Big Fish

Blocks*
Boxes*
Blankets*
Anything in your house that can help you tell the story

Use blocks, a box, or other similar material to create a boat. 
Get inside and pretend you are like Jonah sailing on the stormy sea. 
Then create a fort that looks like a giant fish. 
 Spend some time playing inside. I wonder what it sounded like, smelled like,
looked like for Jonah as he was inside.
Ask an adult in your house to video you retelling the story and share it on the
Google Album. Share it with other family members and friends too!

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Items not included



God has a plan for us 
Jonah learns a lesson

from God. 

Elementary Art: Big Fish Suncatcher

Coffee Filter
Ocean Animals Pattern 
Watercolor paints
Paint brush
Glue Stick
Scissors
Dark blue or black paper

Paint the coffee filter and set it out to dry. The darker the paint the better because
it does tend to lighten as it dries.
Choose the Ocean Animal pattern you want to use. 
Trace it on the blue or black paper.
Glue the animal on the dried coffee filter. 
Hang or tape in your window to remind you that God has a plan for you. 

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Craig, Abi, et al. “Ocean Animal Coffee Filter Suncatcher Craft for Kids + Pattern.” - Kid Activities, Crafts and
Printables for Fun Learning and Creativity, 11 July 2019, alittlepinchofperfect.com/ocean-animal-coffee-filter-craf/.



God has a plan for us 
Jonah learns a lesson

from God. 

Elementary Game: Scavenger Hunt
Scavenger Hunt List
Something to write with

Materials:

 
Instructions: With an adult, go outside on a nature walk to see how many things you can find on the
list. Bring some of the items back and create a collage. 

Sagmoe, Elise. “Nature Scavenger Hunt.” Kids Hope USA, Kids Hope USA, 17 Oct. 2013, kidshopeusa.org/nature-scavenger-hunt/.



God has a plan for us 
Jonah learns a lesson

from God. 

Elementary Reflection: Finger Labyrinth
Labyrinth Template
Bird Seed
Liquid Glue

Trace the black lines with the glue.
Sprinkle the seeds on the glue.
Shake off any extra seeds.
Let the glue dry and then use it in the reflection below.

Slowly move your finger on the path, between the lines. Try to do this without talking or only talking
very quietly.
Alone or with a family member reflect: Jonah made a mistake by not listening to God's plan for him,
but God still used Jonah. He wanted Jonah to be the one to go to Ninevah and share God's love with
them. I wonder if you have ever made a mistake? I wonder if you learned something from it? I wonder
if you were ever afraid to do something? I wonder how you had the courage to try? I wonder if you
have ever heard God ask you to do something? I wonder if you did it? I wonder if you have ever
shared God's love with someone? I wonder what that felt like?
Say a prayer to ask God to help you listen when God asks you to do something. You can write out
your prayer with words, say it out loud, or you can use colors to help say your prayer. God is always
listening and cares about what you have to say.

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

 
Reflection
What you just created is called a labyrinth. It might look like a maze but it's a little different. A maze is a
puzzle where you try to find the exit. Labyrinths are paths that lead to the center of the circle and back
out again. Labyrinths can be small like one on paper where you would only use your finger but others
are so big you can walk around them! Many people use labyrinths when they are worried, afraid, or
having trouble being calm. They walk or move very slowly taking deep breaths. We are going to try that
today with the one you made.
 
Take a deep breath in and out. When you feel ready to start, put your finger on the opening of the
labyrinth you made.

 
Labryinth template from: https://labyrinth-enterprises.com/patterns.html



God has a plan for us 
Jonah learns a lesson

from God. 

Elementary Drama: Jonah & the Big Fish

Blocks*
Boxes*
Blankets*
Anything in your house that can help you tell the story.

Retell the story of Jonah using whatever materials you have around your house.
You can retell the whole story or just a part of it. 
Use some of your own words as well as the parts from the Bible that you think are
most important. 
You can be funny, serious, or a little of both. Just think about what it might have
been like to be Jonah.
Ask someone in your house to video you retelling the story and share it on the
Google Album. Share it with other family members and friends too!

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.

2.

3.

4.

 
Older Elementary Alternative: Modern day tale
Retell the story set in modern day. You can write it as a play or a story. Share your
creation in a video.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Musical Resources
Jonah learns a lesson

from God. 

Who did Swallow Jonah?
Who did, who did, 
Who did, who did,

Who did swallow Jo Jo Jo Jo
Who did swallow Jonah
Who did swallow Jonah

Who did swallow Jonah down?
Whale did, whale did, whale did, whale did

Whale did swallow Jo Jo Jo Jo
Whale did swallow Jonah
Whale did swallow Jonah 

Whale did swallow Jonah, down!

Share any videos or pictures to the Google Album.
 

You can also share your musical creations, ideas,
and questions with Mrs. Mac at

lmcmahan@dpchurch.org



Additional Resources
Jonah learns a lesson

from God. 

Use the bucket your kit came in and grab some balls. See how far back you
can stand and toss the ball into the bucket. 
Use LEGOS to retell the story of Jonah. Maybe even film a video.
A little girl's retelling of the story of Jonah https://youtu.be/Z4VrujheblY
Veggie Tales telling of the story https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=2qLhAdA5ZXI
Explore more about labyrinths. You can even make ones big enough to
walk using chalk, stones, and other objects. 

Interested in exploring more about how God has a plan for us? Check
out the following additional activities:
 
1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

Share any videos or pictures to the Google Album.
 

Contact Pastor Emily if you have memorized a
verse, for a prize.

https://youtu.be/Z4VrujheblY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2qLhAdA5ZXI


The Baptism of 
Jesus

I wonder if you can name the purposes of water? I wonder what all water can do?
I wonder if you have been baptized? If so, what do you remember about that day?
I wonder what God's voice sounded like?
I wonder if you have ever seen God?
I wonder what you can do to remember the special gift of baptism?
I wonder if you have trouble obeying sometimes?
I wonder what is good about obeying God?

Main Point: Jesus teaches us to obey God. 
Story: Matthew 3:13-17
Memory Verse: “And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased.” Matthew 3:17
 
The story about Jesus' baptism can be found in the books of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. We will be
focusing on the story in Matthew. The story comes close to the beginning of the book. Matthew
begins with Jesus' birth and the visits from special guests. He hasn't performed any miracles or
spoken to a large crowd of people yet. Before he goes to do the work that God has for him to do, he
is baptized. His baptism was a sign to show that he was God's child, that he was loved by God, and
that he was ready to obey God. Baptisms are signs for us today, too. When a person is baptized, it is
done in front of the people of the church to show the person being baptized that they have a big
church family to help them through life. It is done with water because water refreshes and cleans.
When someone is baptized they are saying that they are choosing to let go of the parts of themselves
that were not helping them to follow God and that they want to make new choices to obey God in the
future. Being baptized is also a sign that says you were chosen by God to be a part of God's big
family. There is nothing that you can ever do to make God love you any less or remove you from
God's family. Jesus teaches us in this story that we must chose to obey God because God has work
for us to do in the world. God wants to use us to make positive changes in the world that bring God
glory and share God's love. Read today's story to see what happened on the day Jesus was baptized
and what God said about it. Talk about the story and some of the questions below with your friends
or family. 
 
Family Wonder:

 
Read the stories of Jesus' baptism in Mark and Luke. I wonder what things are the same and what
things are different? I wonder if you had a favorite version?



Jesus teaches us
to obey God
Baptism of Jesus

Preschool Art: Hand print Dove

Blue Cardstock paper
White printer paper
Scissors
Pencil to trace hand*
Marker
Glue Stick

Trace your hand on the white piece of paper to make a dove.
Use the scissors to cut out the hand you've drawn. You can ask an adult for help.
Glue your dove on the blue paper.
Give your dove eyes and a mouth.
Ask an adult for help you write "Jesus obeyed God." 
You can decorate the rest of the blue paper to look like what you think the sky
looked like that day Jesus was baptized.

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Items not included



Jesus teaches us
to obey God
Baptism of Jesus

Preschool Game: Follow the Leader/Simon Says

 Pick one person to be the leader. 
The leader will pick different motions or sounds to make that others must copy.
You can do this standing in one place (Simon Says) or walking around (Follow the
Leader)
Make up your own motions and sounds or use some of the ideas below:

Wave your hands above your head
Clap your hands
March
Jump
Slither like a snake
Quack like a duck
Sit down/stand up

After the game discuss:
Was it easy or hard to follow the instructions of the leader? Why or why not? 
I wonder if it can be hard to obey others? 
Did you like being the leader or the follower best? I wonder why?

Materials:
No materials needed
 
Instructions:
1.
2.

3.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

4.
a.
b.
c.

 



Jesus teaches us
to obey God
Baptism of Jesus

Preschool Reflection: Bubbles

Bubbles

Are they all the same shape and size? 
Do they all go in the same direction? 
Can you do something to make them go in the direction you want them to go?
What are some things you have done this week that were unkind or hurtful to
yourself or others? Or maybe a time this week that you have chosen not to listen
to a trusted adult? Blow some of the bubbles and watch them float away.
When you are ready, tell God you are sorry and ask for God to help you make
better choices next time. 
God loves and forgives you! 

Materials:

 
Reflection
Jesus being baptized in the story today teaches us that we are to obey God. This was
the moment that Jesus chose to show he was going to share God’s love with others.
Sometimes we don't listen and obey God. We say unkind words to others, or hurt
someone else. But God wants to forgive us and help us to be more kind and loving
the next time. Go outside and blow some bubbles. Try to not pop them right away
but watch what they do. Try to watch them without talking.
 



Jesus teaches us
to obey God
Baptism of Jesus

Preschool Drama: Play-Doh storytelling

Play-Doh
Mat or paper to work on*

Read the story to your child. 
Together create the characters in the story. You can use your construction paper
to create the river, sky and other scenery. 
Once all of the pieces are done, invite your child to retell the story in their own
word, helping them when they ask. Don't be too hesitant to jump in and correct
but be open to what they remember and what was important to them in the story. 

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.

3.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Items not included



Jesus teaches us
to obey God
Baptism of Jesus

Elementary Art: Wind Chime

Wooden stick
Beads of various sizes, shapes, and colors
String (for beads and longest string for a hanger)
Liquid glue
Tape on the end of the string makes putting the beads on a little easier

Tie the 6 pieces of smaller string onto the wooden stick. 
String beads on each piece and tie a knot at the bottom. 
Tie the longest piece of string on either end of the wooden stick as a hanger.
When you have finished, put a drop of glue on each of the knots on the wooden
stick. When it dries it will keep your string from untying or slipping off. 
You can add other things like shells, chimes, or other items that you have around
your house to add color and noise to your wind chime.

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

 
The Bible talks about the Holy Spirit being like the wind. Hang your chime up outside
and watch as the wind makes it move. Remember that God is with you wherever you
go so you do not have to fear. 



Jesus teaches us
to obey God
Baptism of Jesus

Elementary Game: Water Balloon Toss

Water Balloons

 Fill up your water balloons outside. You can use your bucket from your kit to hold
them. 
You can toss them on your own, with another person, or play as a family. 
If you play on your own see how high you can throw your balloon and catch it
without it popping.
If you play with 1 other person, start close together and toss the balloon to each
other. Each time you catch the balloon without it popping, each person will take
one step back. Keep taking steps back when you catch it without popping. If it
pops, grab a new balloon and start over.
If you play as a family, stand in a circle and toss the balloon to each person in the
circle before everyone takes a step back. 

What are the rules of the game?
What happens if you don't obey the rules?
Is it important for all players to obey the rules?
How can we help one another obey God?

Try to catch the water balloons in a bucket, basket, or towel.
Have one person play music and the others toss the water balloon around. When
the music stops whoever is holding the water balloon gets to pop it over their
heads.
Time yourself to see how fast you can toss the water balloon without it popping. 

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

 
Discuss:
1.
2.
3.
4.

 
*Variations on game:



Jesus teaches us
to obey God
Baptism of Jesus

Elementary Reflection: Watercolor

Watercolor paints
Brush
Watercolor paper
Cup of water*

I wonder how you know God is with you?
I wonder what God being with you feels like?
I wonder if you have ever had a time when you felt God with you?

Materials:

 
Reflection:
The Holy Spirit can be seen and felt in different ways but it is the power of God within us and in our
lives. The Spirit gives us courage, reminds us to be kind, and helps us know how to follow Jesus. 

 
In this story, the Holy Spirit filled Jesus up on the day of his baptism to do the work that God wanted
him to do. The Holy Spirit was God's power and presence with Jesus. After Jesus died, the disciples
were hiding away in a room because they weren't sure how to continue the work Jesus started now
that he was gone. One day, while they were sitting and praying, something special happened. God
sent the Holy Spirit to be with the disciples. The Holy Spirit filled them up with so much excitement
and joy that they wanted to share it with everyone. They ran out into the streets shouting this good
news to all people. This special day is now called Pentecost and today we celebrate it as the day that
the church was born. The Holy Spirit fills us up, too. Each of us is filled with God's love, hope, peace,
and goodness and there is so much of those things that it spills out of us for others. 
 
Find a comfortable place to sit. Get quiet and still. Begin to paint and as you do, ask God to help you
hear how you can pour out God's love, hope, peace, and goodness for others. Ask God to fill you
with courage and help you to think creatively. Paint whatever comes to your mind in this time or
paint about one of the reflection questions above. You can also paint what you think the day of 
 Jesus' baptism or the first Pentecost might have looked like. 
 
*Item not included. 



Jesus teaches us
to obey God
Baptism of Jesus

Elementary Drama: Hand washing Song
Materials:
No materials needed unless you want to write the song down to share or remember. 
 
Instructions:
As I’m sure you know by now, when we wash our hands we must wash for 20 seconds
to kill germs on our hands. When we obey this rule, we are helping to prevent germs
from spreading. 
 
You might be bored with singing "Happy Birthday" to yourself or counting to 20. You
can only count and sing the same song over so many times. It's time for you to get
creative with another song that can be sung while people wash their hands. Create a
hand washing song to remind you that God loves us and wants us to obey. 
 
Share your song through a video with your friends and family!



Musical Resources
Baptism of Jesus

Take me to the water 
(Glory to God PCUSA Hymnal, 480)

Take me to the water
Take me to the water
Take me to the water

To be baptized
Glory hallelujah
Glory hallelujah
Glory hallelujah
To be baptized.

Share any videos or pictures to the Google Album.
 

You can also share your musical creations, ideas,
and questions with Mrs. Mac at

lmcmahan@dpchurch.org



Additional Resources
Baptism of Jesus

Use LEGOS to retell the story of Jesus' baptism. Maybe even film a video.
See how long you can keep a feather up in the air with only your breath.
Use the play-doh mat to create different baptism related images. Use clay
or play-doh. https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-
ryWjjKAs7EY/WIIkGgymaVI/AAAAAAAAKC0/7Ejwdc7OudsDxs0npNbQj4nR5
H8IaaGWgCLcB/s1600/baptism%2Bmat.jpeg
Listen to how the Holy Spirit came after Jesus was gone in this great book
called, The Day God Made the Church by Rebekah McLeod Hutto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IG22D4NJ9qQ
Read My Baptism Book by Sophie Piper and Dubravka Kolanovic
Read At Your Baptism by Carrie Steenwky and John D. Witvliet

Interested in exploring more about how Jesus teaches us to obey God?
Check out the following additional activities:
 
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.
6.

Share any videos or pictures to the Google Album.
 

Contact Pastor Emily if you have memorized a
verse, for a prize.

https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ryWjjKAs7EY/WIIkGgymaVI/AAAAAAAAKC0/7Ejwdc7OudsDxs0npNbQj4nR5H8IaaGWgCLcB/s1600/baptism%2Bmat.jpeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IG22D4NJ9qQ


The woman at
the well

I wonder what Jesus' love looks like to you?
I wonder how Jesus' love is different from other kinds of love?
I wonder if someone unexpected has ever shown love to you?
I wonder what you see happening around you that hurts others? 
I wonder what you see happening around you that helps others?
I wonder how you can share Jesus' love with others?

Main Point: Jesus' love is for everyone
Story: John 4:4-26
Memory Verse: “Dear friends, we should love each other, because love comes from God.” 1 John 4:7a
 
In Jesus' time, Jews and Samaritans did not get along. Jews didn't like Samaritans and Samaritans did
not like Jews. They did not spend time hanging out together. Jesus was a Jew and he stopped on his
journey to talk with the Samaritan woman at the well. That was a big deal! It wasn't what others were
doing at the time. Jesus knew God's love and knew that God wanted all people to know what that love
feels like, so Jesus shared it with the woman. He stopped, noticed her, listened to her, and respected
her. That was love in action. 
 
You will meet all different kinds of people in your life. Some you will have lots of things in common with
and others might be very different from you. You will meet people who are different from you in their
shapes and sizes, ages and colors, and religions. Be curious and respectful to get to know who they are,
instead of being afraid. Even if there are a lot of differences you can still be friends with one another.
Being friends and sharing love is something that makes God smile. 
 
Family Wonder:

 
Call a person in the church, maybe someone you don't know very well. Maybe even set up a time to
come by and have a distanced visit in their yard. Ask them to tell you a few stories about their life. Who
have been some important people in their life? When was a time that they felt really sad? When did
they experience something wonderful? What is their hope for the world? How has someone shown
them love? What does love look like to them? Create your own questions. Spend more time listening to
their story than talking. You might come to understand them a bit better in the end. 



Jesus' love is for
everyone

Woman at the Well

Preschool Art: Water mobile

Paper cup with 5 holes punched out around the rim & 1 hole in the middle of the
bottom
Blue string (5 pieces of various lengths, 1 piece to hang)
6 water droplet cut outs
Heart stickers

 Have an adult write "Jesus said, Love one another." on the water droplets. One
word on each droplet.
Tie the string onto the water droplets.
Tie the other end of the string to a hole in the cup.
Decorate your cup with stickers.
Hang mobile up where you can see it as a reminder to love others. 

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.



Jesus' love is for
everyone

Woman at the Well

Preschool Games: Cup Relay Race

Cup
2 buckets or bowls (1 with water and 1 empty)*

The woman in the story, like others at that time, would have to walk to the well
everyday to get water for herself and her family. Buckets filled with water get very
heavy and sometimes they would carry more than one and have to walk long
distances. 
With your family, place one bucket of water at the starting line and an empty
bucket at the finish line. Using a plastic cup, take turns filling the cup with water
and running it down to the empty bucket. Time yourselves to see how long it takes. 
Afterwards talk about these questions: What worked and what didn’t? Is there
anything you might do differently next time?

Materials:

 
Instructions (activity also for elementary kids):
1.

2.

3.

Try the game again and see if you can beat your time.
 
Variations of the game:
Try to carry the cup of water on your head down to the empty bucket.
Let each person carry the cup down to the empty bowl however they want. They can
do a silly dance, walk backwards, or carry the cup with one hand. 
Take the water cup down to the empty bucket in pairs.
 
 
 
 
*Items not included. 



Jesus' love is for
everyone

Woman at the Well
Preschool Reflection: Forgiveness overflows

Clear cup 
Antacid tablet
Water*

I wonder if you have been unkind to someone? 
I wonder if you are sorry what for you did or said?
I wonder if you have said you are sorry?

Materials:

 
Reflection (activity also for elementary kids):
Fill your cup half way with water.
Find a quiet place to sit. If you are sitting somewhere other than your kitchen or
outside put your cup of water on a tray or pan. 
Break the antacid tablet in 3-4 pieces and drop 1 piece at a time into the cup of water.
Take a few deep breaths as you watch the water bubble up over the cup. Forgiveness
means saying you are sorry. Not just to say it but to mean what you say. 

 
You can add another tablet to the water after the bubbles stop. While you watch the
bubbles, think about something you need to say you are sorry for and tell God about
it. Ask God to help you to make better choices next time. Remember that Jesus' love
is for everyone and we get to share that love with others. The words we say and the
things we do should be kind and help others, not hurt them. 
 
Put in another tablet and watch it bubble. I wonder how you can share love with
someone else?
 
 
*Items not included



Jesus' love is for
everyone

Woman at the Well

Preschool Drama: Sharing God's love

I wonder what you do to share?
I wonder what you have shared with someone?
I wonder what someone has shared with you?

Materials:
No materials needed
 
Instructions:
 Jesus wanted all people to know about God's love. God's love is for everyone! Jesus
was from a town called Jerusalem and the woman at the well was from a town called
Samaria. People from Jerusalem did not like the people in Samaria. The people in
Samaria didn't like the people from Jerusalem. Jesus didn't think this was right and
wanted to share God's love with the woman at the well.
 

 
Make a play to teach others about sharing. Share your play with your family and
friends. 



Jesus' love is for
everyone

Woman at the Well

Elementary Art: Secret Message

White crayon
Watercolor paint
Watercolor brush
Watercolor paper 

Use a white crayon to write the memory verse on watercolor paper. “Dear friends,
we should love each other, because love comes from God.” 1 John 4:7a
Then using watercolors, paint the page.
Can you think of someone who might need to hear this verse for the first time or
be reminded of this? Share your painting with them to hang in their house. You
can even mail it to someone with a special note. 

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.

2.
3.



Jesus' love is for
everyone

Woman at the Well

Elementary Games: Cup Relay Race

Cup
2 buckets or bowls (1 with water and 1 empty)*

The woman in the story, like others at that time, would have to walk to the well
everyday to get water for herself and her family. Buckets filled with water get very
heavy and sometimes they would carry more than one and have to walk long
distances. 
With your family, place one bucket of water at the starting line and an empty
bucket at the finish line. Using a plastic cup, take turns filling the cup with water
and running it down to the empty bucket. Time yourselves to see how long it takes. 
Afterwards talk about these questions: What worked and what didn’t? Is there
anything you might do differently next time?

Materials:

 
Instructions (activity also for preschoolers):
1.

2.

3.

Try the game again and see if you can beat your time.
 
Variations of the game:
Try to carry the cup of water on your head down to the empty bucket.
Let each person carry the cup down to the empty bowl however they want. They can
do a silly dance, walk backwards, or carry the cup with one hand. 
Take the water cup down to the empty bucket in pairs.
 
 
 
*Items not included. 



Jesus' love is for
everyone

Woman at the Well

Elementary Reflection: Forgiveness overflows

Clear cup 
Antacid tablet
Water*

I wonder if you have been unkind to someone who was different? 
I wonder what it felt like?
I wonder if you have been treated unkindly by someone? I wonder what it felt like?
I wonder how you reacted?

Materials:

 
Reflection (activity also for preschoolers):
Fill your cup half way with water.
Find a quiet place to set. If you are sitting somewhere other than your kitchen or outside put your
cup of water on a tray or pan. 
Break the antacid tablet in 3-4 pieces and drop 1 piece at a time into the cup of water. Take a few
deep breaths as you watch the water bubble up over the cup. 

 
Pray and ask God to forgive you or ask God to help you forgive others. Remember that Jesus' love
keeps flowing and is for all people. 
 
Put in another tablet and watch it bubble. I wonder how you can share love with all people? 
 
Older Elementary alternative: The Samaritan woman asked Jesus a lot of questions and he didn’t
seem bothered by that. I wonder why? One of the ways to grow in your faith and learn more about
Jesus is by asking questions. I wonder if you feel comfortable with being curious about questions
you have about the Bible? Take a few minutes and write down the questions you have about God,
Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the Bible, anything. Know that God loves you and can handle all your
questions. Sometimes we might not have the answer to all our questions and that’s ok. When we
ask our questions and talk about them with others and with God, we get to know God better and
our faith becomes stronger. We begin to see how amazing God is, even with unanswered
questions.  If you want to talk about one of your questions, ask your family or friends or leader at
your church. I’m sure they would love to talk.
 
*Items not included.



Jesus' love is for
everyone

Woman at the Well

Elementary Drama: Interview with woman

Set up an interview with the Woman a the well. You can pretend to be the
Samaritan woman or the news reporter.
Ask someone in your house to help or set up a phone or video chat with a friend
or family member. Decide who will play which part. 
Think of some questions you would like to ask her. Here are a few suggestions:

What were you thinking when Jesus approached you at the well?
What was your reaction when Jesus asked you for water?
When Jesus said he could give you water that would fill you up for life, what was
your reaction? 
Jews and Samaritans didn't get along. How did Jesus' kindness towards you
affect you?
How did you explain what happened with Jesus to other people? What did you
tell them?

You can video your interview and share with your family and friends. 

Materials:
No materials needed
 
Instructions:
1.

2.

3.
a.
b.
c.

d.

e.

4.



Musical Resources
Woman at the Well

Woman at the Well
Woman at the Well

and the woman said,
Fill my cup

Fill it up and make me whole.
Fill it up, fill it up and make me whole.

 
Jesus Loves the Little Children
Jesus loves the little children
All the children of the world.
Every color, shape, and size

They are precious in his eyes.
Jesus loves the little children of the world.

 

Share any videos or pictures to the Google Album.
 

You can also share your musical creations, ideas,
and questions with Mrs. Mac at

lmcmahan@dpchurch.org



Additional Resources
Woman at the Well

Read the book Who is my Neighbor by Amy-Jill Levine, Sandy Eisenberg
Sasso
Use LEGOS to retell the story of the woman at the well. Maybe even film a
video.
Learn the Share the Well energizer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Xaz4nh9kZsg
Listen to Sam Cooke’s Jesus Gave Me Water:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loymoWuuX1I
Create a list of random acts of kindness for the summer. As a family work
to share kindness with different people all summer and beyond. 

Interested in exploring more about how Jesus' love is for everyone?
Check out the following additional activities:
 
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Share any videos or pictures to the Google Album.
 

Contact Pastor Emily if you have memorized a
verse, for a prize.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xaz4nh9kZsg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loymoWuuX1I


Jesus walks on
water

I wonder who you trust?
I wonder how you know you can trust someone?
I wonder what it feels like when someone breaks your trust?
I wonder if you trust God?
I wonder if you have ever doubted God?

Main Point: We can trust Jesus
Story: Matthew 14:22-33
Memory Verse: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart” Proverbs 3:5a
 
When I was in elementary school, I was in a Girl Scout troop. We would often go on camping trips which
were filled with fun activities. One of the activities that we did often was a trust walk. We paired up with
another person. One person in the pair would be blindfolded and the other would have to lead them
around by only using words. I always did much better at finding my way through the obstacle course
when the person leading me was my mom or best friend. I knew their voice and I knew that they didn't
want me to get hurt. I knew they would do their best to get me to the end. This didn't mean that I didn't
have challenges along the way, but I knew that whatever challenges I did face, I wasn't alone. I trusted
them. 
 
Who do you trust? I wonder how you know you can trust someone? Maybe it's a family member or
close friend, a pastor, or teacher. They have probably shown you that they love you and will help take
care of you. I bet that at one time or another they have shown you that they can be trusted by showing
up for you when you are hurt, celebrating, scared, or sad. 
 
Peter was one of Jesus' disciples and had been with Jesus for a while. He had seen Jesus do amazing
things and say wonderful things. Jesus loved his disciples and they knew that. Peter had seen Jesus do
all that he said he would do. In our story today we read that Peter trusted Jesus but began to doubt
that Jesus could handle the situation when things got a little scary. Read today's story to see what
happened on the lake the day Jesus walked out to the disciples on the water. Talk about the story and
some of the questions below with your friends or family.
 
Family Wonder:

 
Parents: Make sure that children know it is ok to ask questions about God. It means that they are
curious and it invites the Holy Spirit to work in them over time. God can handle any question. Trust that
God uses your child's questions to draw them in closer and helps them to know God more deeply.



We can trust Jesus
Jesus Walks on Water

Preschool Art: Binoculars

Keep your eyes on Jesus sticker
Cross and heart stickers
String
2 pool noodles
Decorative tape (can use this instead of glue to hold them together)
Liquid glue (you can also use hot glue, duct tape, or super glue)
Something to make the holes in the pool noodles (pencil, screwdriver, ice pick)

Have an adult help you glue the 2 pool noodles together side by side. You can put
a couple of rubber bands around the noodles to hold them in place while it dries.
Let the glue dry before decorating.
Use the stickers and decorative tape to decorate your binoculars.
Put the "Keep your eyes on Jesus" sticker on the binoculars to help you remember
that you can trust Jesus. 
Ask a parent to make one hole on either side of the binoculars and tie the ends of
the string so that the binoculars can hang on around your neck.
Take your binoculars with you and look for goodness around your house. Maybe
you can go on a family walk in your neighborhood to look for goodness there, too. 
Draw a picture or write down what you see.

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.
 
 
 
 
 



We can trust Jesus
Jesus Walks on Water

Preschool Game: Sink or Float

Sink or Float Record Sheet
Crayon
Popsicle stick
Paper clip
Foam shape
Rock
Add your own waterproof items to the list*
Bowl of water* (you can also use the bucket that kit supplies came in)

When Peter tried to walk on the water to meet Jesus, he started to sink when he
didn't trust Jesus. Let's see what items in your bag and around your house can sink
or float.
On the record sheet guess which items will sink to the bottom of your bowl and
which will float on the water.
One at a time, place an item in the water. 
Circle "sink" or "float" in the try section.

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.

2.

3.
4.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Items not included



We can trust Jesus
Jesus Walks on Water

Preschool Reflection: Handprint Prayer

Red paper
Blue paper
Yellow paper
Orange paper
Purple paper
Crayon to trace your hand
Glue stick
White card stock paper

I wonder who you want to pray for?
I wonder what you are thankful for?
I wonder how you might need God's help?

Materials:

 
Instructions:
Help your child trace their hand on the red, blue, yellow, orange, and purple paper
Help them cut out their hand prints
 
Reflection
One way that we can show we trust God, is by praying. When we talk to God about
the things that scare us, make us happy, make us angry, to give us help, or to
remember other people, God listens to us.

On each of the hand prints, write or draw one prayer. Then glue them onto a white
piece of paper. Then say your prayer out loud. Keep your paper by your bed to pray
often. 
 
Suggestion: Doctors and nurses, yourself, people who are sick, people who need
friends, people who have been hurt, friends, family, teachers, leaders, people who
can't be with their family.



We can trust Jesus
Jesus Walks on Water

Preschool Drama: Path to Jesus

Blue Jell-o
Bowl*
Peg people, action figures*
Toy boat* (if you don't have a toy boat, you can pretend with a block or small box)

Before play, have an adult prepare Jello according to package directions.
When Jello is set, tear it up with a fork. It should look like a big storm with lots of
waves.
Add toy “disciples” in a boat. Have “Jesus” on the water.
An adult can read the story while children play, or you can read the the story
before they play and children can retell the story as they play. 

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.

3.
4.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Items not included
 
 
Alonso, Kayla. “Jesus Walks on the Water for Toddlers.” Baby Devotions, 12 May 2019,
babydevotions.com/2019/03/01/jesus-walks-on-the-water-for-toddlers/.



We can trust Jesus
Jesus Walks on Water

Elementary Art: Worry Ball

Clear Balloon
Water Beads packet
8 oz. plastic water bottle

Prepare water beads according to instructions on packet (this will take about 4
hours). Drain.
Fill the water bottle with beads.
Blow up one of the balloons and place it over the top of the bead-filled bottle.
Turn the water bottle upside down, shake and squeeze the bottle until all of the
water beads have been transferred from the bottle to the balloon. 
Slowly let the air out of the balloon.
Tie the end of the balloon.

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.

2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

 
Whenever you feel worried, scared, angry, or need to relax, pick up your worry ball
and say a prayer. Ask God to help you find peace and trust that God is with you. 
 
 
 
W atch the instructional video here: https://bitzngiggles.com/water-bead-stress-ball/

https://bitzngiggles.com/water-bead-stress-ball/
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Elementary Game: Trust Walk

Bandana

Need at least 1 adult to play with a child. 
Use the bandana to cover the child’s eyes. Make sure that the child cannot see. 
Then the adult without the blindfold, will lead them around the house or outside
(BE SAFE, LOOK FOR POTENTIAL OBSTACLES). 
Then take the blindfold off and talk about the experience: 
How did it feel to not be able to see where you were going? 
Did you trust the person leading you? 
Did you think they would do anything to harm you? 
Why were you still afraid? 

When things began to get a little scary for Peter, he doubted Jesus would still be
with him. That day the disciples learned that they could always trust Jesus, no
matter what.

Materials:

 
Instructions:
1.
2.
3.

4.
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Elementary Reflection: Sand Art Prayer
Sand packs
Liquid glue
Cardstock paper (White)

I wonder who needs God's help?
I wonder how you need God's help?
I wonder who you would like to pray for?
I wonder what in our world you would like to pray for?

Teachers
Healthcare workers
People who have been hurt by others' words or actions
Children 
People who are lonely
People who live in unsafe places or situations
Church
Forgiveness
The Earth

Materials:

 
Reflection:
Sand can change its shape quickly and often. All it takes is for the wind to blow. While sand cannot
be trusted, God can. God doesn't change. God is always with us. When we pray, we are trusting that
God hears us and cares about the things that we care about. We are also trusting that God will help
us to understand how to care for the things and people God cares about. 
Find a quiet place, get still, and ready to pray. Use the liquid glue to make a pattern on your piece of
paper. You can make pictures or write names with the glue. Wonder as you create:

 
As you make your creation, say a prayer. Sprinkle the sand over the glue, shake off any extra sand.
You can assign different colors to different types of prayer, such as you use green to pray for
leaders or purple to pray for peace. You can make different shapes that stand for different people
or situations. Be as creative as you want. If you could use some help with people of things to pray
for, here are some ideas:

 
Keep your sand art prayer where you can see it and use it to pray often. 
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Elementary Drama: Peter's Perspective
Materials:
No materials needed
 
Instructions:
Rewrite this story from Peter’s perspective. What was he thinking when he first saw
Jesus walking on the water? What made him want to walk out to meet Jesus? What
caused him to not trust Jesus? Think about what Peter might have seen, heard, felt,
maybe even what it smelled like out on the sea. What did that day look like? Be
creative. Reread the story if you need to.
 
Share your story with your family and friends either through a video or a phone call. 



Additional Resources
Jesus walks on water

Use LEGOS to retell the story of Jesus walking on water. Maybe even film a
video.
Make an ocean in a bottle using cooking oil, water, and food coloring.
Create a boat out of different materials in your home and see which ones
float and which ones sink.
Walking on water outside activity:
https://www.teachusthebible.com/Lesson.php?LessonID=67#Picture349
Read Courage by Bernard Waber

Interested in exploring more about how we can trust Jesus? Check out
the following additional activities:
 
1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

Share any videos or pictures to the Google Album.
 

Contact Pastor Emily if you have memorized a
verse, for a prize.

https://www.teachusthebible.com/Lesson.php?LessonID=67#Picture349


Musical Resources
Jesus walks on water

Jesus and Peter Walks 
Jesus and Peter, walks on the water
Jesus and Peter, walks on the water
Jesus and Peter, walks on the water

Out on the deep blue sea
 

Jesus said will you follow me
Jesus said will you follow me
Jesus said will you follow me 

Trust and follow me.

Share any videos or pictures to the Google Album.
 

You can also share your musical creations, ideas,
and questions with Mrs. Mac at

lmcmahan@dpchurch.org



Additional Musical
Resources

God of the Sparrow  
(Glory to God PCUSA Hymnal, 20)

God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale
God of the swirling stars

How does the creature say Awe
How does the creature say praise?

 
We Are One in the Spirit

(Glory to God PCUSA Hymnal, 300)
We are one in the Spirit
We are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit
We are one in the Lord

and we pray that all unity
may one day be restored
and they'll know we are 

Christians by our love
By our love

Yes, they'll know we are Christians 
By our love.

 
Come to the Table of Love

(Glory to God PCUSA Hymnal, 507-words changed)
Come to the waters of love
Come to the waters of love

This is God's gift for you and for me
Come to the waters of love, Come to God's Grace and Love.



Suggested 
Children's Bibles

Growing in God's Love Story Bible (ages 4-8)
The Beginner's Bible (ages 2-6)
Read Aloud Bible Stories (infant-3)

Growing in God's Love Story Bible (ages 4-8)
Children of God Storybook Bible by
Desmond Tutu (ages 4-8)

Deep Blue Common English Bible (ages 7-12)
The Action Bible (ages 5-11)

Preschool Bibles:

 
Preschool & Early Elementary:

 
Elementary Bibles:



Thank you so much for participating in the Washed
in God's Goodness at-home VBS kit.

 
This curriculum was written by Emily Wilmesherr,
Associate Pastor for Children's Ministry at Decatur

Presbyterian Church in Decatur, Georgia. Other
authors and websites are noted at the bottom of the

page when used.
 

e.wilmesherr@dpchurch.org
404-378-1777 ext. 230 


