
 

 

October 10, 2018 

 

Dear Youth & Parents, 

 Confirmation. What is it and why should I or my child participate in this program of 

DPC’s Youth Ministry? The process of Confirmation in the tradition of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) is a milestone along a lifelong journey of faith in Christ. At Decatur Presbyterian 

Church, we invite all of our 8th grade youth as well as any high school youth to participate in the 

Confirmation program. This program is a time for learning, growth, questioning, discerning and 

wrestling with some of the major tenets of the Christian faith. Confirmation also provides youth 

with the space to begin to discern their own beliefs and how they would like to practice their 

faith in Christ personally and in community. Confirmation is not about regurgitating the “right 

answers” but instead a focused period of learning and exploration along the journey of faith. 

 Confirmation is a choice and a commitment, for Confirmands, their families and their 

mentors. Our Confirmation program contains elements of study, fellowship & fun, service, 

retreats, worship and reflection, to help Confirmands explore many elements of the Christian 

life.     New in our curriculum this year!   A team of youth and adults have helped to 

revitalized our Confirmation curriculum. This year we will see many more relevant life 

connections to some of the standard topics like Baptism or the story of Jesus.  Youth will also 

have more opportunities to personalize the ways in which they explore faith practices and 

religious traditions outside of DPC. This will take a commitment between mentors and 

Confirmands to communicate regularly but promises to add even more depth to the Confirmation 

journey. 

 Each youth will be paired with an adult member of DPC who will serve as their mentor 

throughout the Confirmation journey. Two or three youth and their mentors will work as a small 

group each week during our Confirmation sessions.  Youth will have the opportunity for 

fellowship and further faith exploration 1-on-1 with their personal mentor during & outside the 

normal program time. The calendar and expectations for Confirmation this year are included in 

this letter so I would encourage you to look over the attached document and prayerfully consider 

if Confirmation is something your family can commit to this year. 

 Living the Christian life requires a personal choice and commitment each day but is also 

not something that any of us does alone. So, our Confirmation program is designed to introduce 

youth to this commitment and life and also give them the freedom to make their own decision 

about their beliefs, the way they practice their faith and how they feel led to be involved in the 

Church. At the end of the Confirmation process, youth will reflect on their faith journey thus far 

and discern their desire to be members of DPC (this will also include baptism for those who are 

not already baptized). 

 

A Confirmation Informational Meeting will be held on October 28th, 2018 

from 9:00-10:00am in the Sycamore House at DPC.  

 



 

 

 At this meeting we will discuss additional details about Confirmation and offer a time for 

questions and suggestions. Please let me know if you plan to attend or if you are interested in 

Confirmation and are unable to attend the meeting. Youth are also encouraged to think of 

adults in the congregation who they would enjoy having as a mentor and submit those 

names to Allysen as soon as possible. Allysen will contact potential mentors and will carefully 

pair up youth and adults who will work well together. We cannot guarantee that a youth’s choice 

will be able to commit to being a mentor this year but will take their suggestions into 

consideration.  Please bring a signed copy of the Confirmation Covenant and Information Form 

to the meeting on October 28th if you already know you plan to participate this year.  

In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns with the Confirmation program 

and your family’s potential involvement please contact me and I would be happy to talk with you 

and discuss how we can make this opportunity work for your family.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Allysen Schaaf 

Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families 

Decatur Presbyterian Church 

aschaaf@dpchurch.org 

404-398-4188 (c) 

mailto:aschaaf@dpchurch.org

