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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

        Star of David, watercolor by Camille Bush, DPC Youth

In belonging we discover hope...love...peace...joy

Sunday, December 23, 2018
10:30 a.m.

4th Sunday in Advent



GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

WORDS OF WELCOME and CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Allysen Schaaf
Pastor: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

PROCESSION OF THE ELEMENTS “Come As You Are” by Crowder

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN 106 Prepare the Way, O Zion Bereden väg för Herran

* PRAYER OF ADORATION AND PRAISE Emily Wilmesherr

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God of Joy, we confess that we let our circumstances determine our joy.  We compare ourselves to others

believing we deserve more than we have been given.  We find it impossible to rejoice with others when we
ourselves do not feel much like rejoicing.  When our hearts are heavy, we hang our heads and wonder why we
have been overlooked.  The sadness and weight of the world seem to take away any amount of hope that once
grew in our hearts...
(Silence is kept for personal prayers of confession.)
Send your Holy Spirit to wash over us, to inspire hope in the darkest moments.  Help us to choose j oy and to

share it for we belong to you and to one another.  Remind us that joy came with Jesus and move us towards
rejoicing in that good news.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

* THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.

(Please turn to your neighbor, introduce yourself, and pass the peace of Christ.)

* HYMN 177 (stanza 3) I Will Come to You You Are Mine
I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame.

All the blind will see; the lame will all run free, and all will know my name.
Do not be afraid, I am with you.  I have called you each by name.

Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine.

(Children are invited to come forward during the singing of the hymn to witness the baptism.  Afterwards,
we will depart for the chapel for children 4 years old through 2nd grade to receive an age-appropriate story.

We will return during the singing of the hymn after the sermon to watch the Advent Wreath be lit.
Children will then return to sit with their families for the remainder of the service.)

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Rev. Dr. Todd Speed and Emily Wilmesherr
Clark Ellison Candler III

son of Clark and Allison Candler II, born January 5, 2018

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Dr. Speed

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Micah 5:2-5a
(pew Bible, page 865, OT)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Magnificat in E John Rutter
Chancel Choir

My soul doth magnify the LORD, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior: For He hath regarded the lowliness of His
handmaiden.  For behold from henceforth, all generations shall call me blessed.  For He that is mighty hath magnified me, and
holy is His Name.  He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He hath sent empty away.  He, remembering His
mercy hath holpen His servant, Israel.  As He promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever.  Glory be to the
Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end, Amen.

   [Luke 1:46-55]

BELONGING to Jesus
MEDITATION “In Belonging We Discover Joy” Dr. Speed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 137 He Came Down He Came Down
He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;

He came down that we may have joy; hallelujah forevermore.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
  LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF JOY Gina and Zahria-Jade Brown

Leader: In joy we gather in community to celebrate,
for light shines in the darkness.

People: The days are surely coming, says the Lord,
Leader: When the lowly will be lifted up,

when the hungry will be filled with good things,
when I will bring you home.
This is our joy!

People: Thanks be to God!

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP Rev. Alex Rodgers
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your

concerns and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the pow er and the glory, forever.  Amen.

The stars hanging from the pulpit and lectern were made from our prayers for hope, love, and peace
from the last three Sundays.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS Amanda Edwards
VOLUNTARY Chorale Prelude: Wachet auf, ruft uns die stimme J. S. Bach

(Wake, Awake!  A Voice is Calling)

* DOXOLOGY Divinum Mysterium
Of the Father’s love begotten, e’er the worlds began to be,

He is Alpha and Omega; He the Source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see:

Evermore and evermore!  Amen.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING



FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN 110 Love Has Come Bring a Torch

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION Dr. Speed

* CHORAL AMEN (four-fold, in G) Robert W. Barrow

* ORGAN VOLUNTARY Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella arr. Keith Chapman

^   ^   ^

(*Please stand, as you are able.  Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.)

^   ^   ^

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of

Helen Butler Darnell

and

Mr. and Mrs. Volley Guy Parr

by

Charles & Cheryl Darnell

^   ^   ^

Usher Captain
Dudley Larus

Greeters
Connie and Greg Perry and The Boudreau family

Elders: Connie Perry, Gordon Rose, Jody Sauls

^   ^   ^
Today’s Children’s Chapel leaders:

Carolyn Brooks, Stephanie and Brendan Garner, Nora Wichmann

^   ^   ^

Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve Services in the Sanctuary
3:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service for Families with Young Children, Children’s Cricket Choir
5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service, Communion, child-led, Children’s Carol and Chapel Choirs

10:30 p.m. Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols, Communion, Chancel Choir and Brass Quartet


