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Advent

Advent [ad-vent]
noun
1. a coming into place, view, or being; arrival
2. the coming of Christ into the world
3. the period beginning four Sundays before Christmas, observed in commemoration of the coming

of Christ into the world.

Its synonyms are onset, beginning, and commencement.

The season of Advent has begun. It is a season of waiting and preparation. It marks the start of
something. For those of us on the other side of the empty tomb, Advent anticipates both the celebration
of the Incarnation of Christ (Christmas) and the coming of Christ again (at the end of all things).

In these pages you will find readings from Scripture and Advent hymns from the Glory to God hymnal.
Each reading or hymn will be accompanied by a reflection written by a member of our particular
community of faith. These words are shared by your sisters and brothers in Christ. Some you may know
well and others you may not know at all but perhaps through this sharing we will all come to know one
another more. Perhaps we will be reminded that we belong to one another. We all belong to one
another because we all belong to God.

I encourage you to take some time each day in these weeks leading up to Christmas to sit with these
reflections. Read the words of Scripture and the words of the hymns. Let them wash over you. Read the
reflections shared by members of our community. Let them percolate in your hearts and minds. May
these words help you as you prepare for the coming of Christ. May these words gathered here help you
to experience the love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit in a new
way.

in hope, love, peace, and joy,

Rev. Alex Rodgers
Associate Pastor for Faith Formation and Congregational Care

All hymns are from Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal
All scripture passages from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), unless otherwise noted



The Advent Wreath

One of the beautiful traditions of Advent is the lighting of the Advent wreath.  The wreath is a circle of
evergreens with four purple candles around its edge and a white candle in the center.  From the first
Sunday in Advent to Christmas Eve, the wreath grows in beauty and light as it helps us recall the hope,
love, peace, and joy that comes to us through God’s gracious gift of Jesus Christ.

Each part of the wreath has a special meaning:
w The round shape symbolizes the eternity of God.  It is a reminder that God lived before there was

a world; God lived in Jesus; God lives now and always will live.

w Evergreens are used for the wreath because they live all year and never lose their needles.  They
testify to the continuation of life and remind us that we often see Christ in the simple and
common things of nature.

w The candles remind of the good news of Isaiah 9:2: “The people who walked in darkness have seen
a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.”

Traditionally, the four Advent candles are purple, although sometimes a pink or rose colored candle is
used for joy.

First Sunday- The Candle of Hope reminds us of the hope found in Christ’s birth and in the promise
of his return.

Second Sunday-  The Candle of Love reminds us of the amazing and unending love of God.

Third Sunday- The Candle of Peace reminds us of the peace found in Christ through acts of
repentance and service.

Fourth Sunday- The Candle of Joy reminds us of the joyful news that God is with us and encourages
us to have joy in working with God to restore all creation.

Find a place of prominence in your home where you can place your Advent wreath and light it regularly. 
Use the Advent wreath and this booklet to help you keep your commitment to a simple Christmas that is
focused on the good news of Christ’s birth, the joy of his kingdom in our world, and the hope of his
return.



The First Week of Advent

December 2—December 8, 2018

The Hope Candle

Light the first candle and say: “We light this Advent Candle today as a reminder of the coming of Christ,
the light of the world.  We light the candle of Hope as we continue to wait for Christ’s return.”

We remember the anticipation each of us has felt when we wished something would happen.  The
Israelites had a long wait for the Messiah.  Hundreds of years before Christ was born, Isaiah gave them a
promise of the Messiah’s birth and the people waited in hope.

Christ has promised that he will return to the earth to restore the world to the way God created it to be. 
As Christians, we have hope as we wait for this time.  Where in our world do you see a need for Christ to
restore the world?  What is not as God created it to be?

Almighty God, in your great mercy, forgive all the things we have done; and all things we failed to
do that we should have done.  Teach us to live as children of God.  Keep us awake and alert,
watching for your Kingdom.  Make us strong in faith, so we may glorify Christ as we wait for his
return.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

THIS WEEK AT DPC:
December 2   8:30 a.m. Youth Pancake Breakfast, Slack Fellowship Hall

  9:45 a.m. Children’s “Come as You Are”Christmas Pageant, Slack Fellowship Hall
10:30 a.m. Worship, 1st Sunday in Advent, Rev. Dr. Todd Speed, lighting the Candle of

Hope, Communion

December 5   5:15 p.m. Wednesday Night Supper, Slack Fellowship Hall
  6:30 p.m. Program: Inter-generational Christmas Trivia Night, Slack Fellowship Hall



Sunday, December 2, 2018

by Alex Rodgers

Matthew 25:1-13
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this.  Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.  When the foolish took their lamps, they took
no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.  As the bridegroom was delayed, all of
them became drowsy and slept.  But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom!  Come
out to meet him.’  Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish said to the wise,
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’  But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’  And while they went to
buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the
door was shut.  Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’  But he replied,
‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’  Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

We begin Advent with a parable from the gospel according to Matthew.  It is an eschatological parable
which means it addresses the end of all things, of Christ’s final return.  In Advent we celebrate the
coming of Christ into the world in the incarnation and we anticipate Christ’s coming again.  This parable
deals with readiness.  Are we ready for Christ?  Are we alert and anticipating?  Whether waking or
sleeping we are to remain alert.

For the bridesmaids or young women in the parable this preparation involved having enough oil for the
lamps.  Some of the bridesmaids were prepared and some were not.  It’s interesting to me that the
prepared bridesmaids were unwilling to help the unprepared ones.  I hope that in our own preparation
we are ready to help others in their preparation.

How do we prepare our hearts and our lives for the coming of Christ?  How do we make room?  I think
that when we keep Christ ever before us, in our hearts and minds, we remain alert.  We keep our eyes
open for the ways in which God is working in this world.  We confess our sin and receive God’s grace to
keep our hearts open to the working of God’s Spirit and unburdened so that we might experience the
peace of Christ.  The coming of Christ is a joyful thing and we wait in expectation of God’s eternal glory. 
As you make preparations in your heart and in your home this Advent season, may you rest in the peace
of Christ and be open to God’s in-breaking into our lives and our world.

Dear God, help us to be prepared and alert.  Help us to open our eyes, our ears, our hearts, and
our minds to your coming.  Amen.



Monday, December 3, 2018

by Lacy and Hallie Bedol

Jeremiah 33:14-16
 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and
the house of Judah.  In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David;
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

Hymn 82: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
“Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.”

People experience fear and worry for a lot of reasons.  Some may fear the unknown or loss of loved ones
while others may fear for their safety or where their next meal will come from.  For others, fear may
emanate from what they see in the news or online - violence, anger or hatred of differences.

It is important to recognize that all of these fears and others you may experience are valid.  While we
should recognize them and experience their course, we must not dwell upon them.  Jesus was sent into
the world to relieve all humans of their fears and sins.  By putting our trust in him, we can find peace.

During the season of Advent, we keep our sights on the hope of Jesus’s return.  We are reminded to
support others and ourselves, so may this time of waiting grant us the opportunity to show Jesus’ love to
those around us.

Dear God, during this Advent season, we aspire to release our fears and experience your peace. 
Help us to care for ourselves and also share the joy and love that Jesus brings with those around
us.  May this time of waiting be filled with hope as we look forward to the arrival of your Son.  In
Jesus’s name, Amen.



Tuesday, December 4, 2018

by The Craw Family (Charlie, Jacob, Jason & Sarah)

Luke 3:1-6
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,

and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”

“The word of God came to John . . . in the wilderness.”

This passage reminds us how we feel more connected to God’s creation when our family is vacationing in
the “wilderness”, whether it be the mountains of north Georgia or at the beach on Hilton Head Island.  In
those moments when we wander outside at nighttime amazed by the abundance of stars, most of which
are absent from our city sky.  Or while in awe of the intensity and beauty of an electrical storm off the
coast – the lightning dancing across the sky, the rolling sound of thunder reminding us of God’s presence
in the universe.  Or while taking a sunrise stroll on the beach and watching dolphins diving in and out of
the waves just before the sun peeks above the horizon, signaling the dawn of a new day our Creator has
made.  It’s during moments like these when life slows down for a moment that we stop and appreciate
the beauty in nature and all that God has created.  During the hustle and bustle of the holiday season it’s
often difficult for us to slow down, to take a couple minutes to reflect on the meaning of the Advent
season, and prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ.  We’re challenging our family to take a few minutes
each day this Advent season to reflect on God’s grace and salvation and prepare the way for the Lord. 
Will you join us?

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Psalm 118:24



Wednesday, December 5, 2018

by Susan Tribble

Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the
boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a
child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice
and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Today is a beautiful day.  The sun shines through the fall leaves and I am at peace.  I am thankful for the
beauty of the lake with geese bobbing for food, turtles sunning, and birds singing joyfully.  Thank you,
God, for this beautiful Earth and this moment when I feel its beauty.  Every day blesses me but I
sometimes struggle to feel the blessing in this world of stressful politics, pettiness, anger and mass
murder.  Sometimes situations seem hopeless and I despair.  Why do we ignore climate change, choose
not to control guns, do little about hunger and poverty and refuse to talk with those who disagree with
us.  The results of the midterm elections prove change is possible when we work for it.  You are always
with us and love us so much that you sent your only begotten son, Jesus, to live among us and be
crucified on the cross so we sinners have the opportunity to live eternally in Heaven when our human
lives end.  Jesus is indeed “Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace”.  His birth gave the enslaved Israelites freedom from their despair.  The problems of the current
world have solutions if we choose to work for them.  We have the ingenuity to solve even issues we
perceive as insoluble.  We are free to fight for what is best for our country and the Earth.  God, you and
Jesus are always with us in good times and bad.  I am the one who gets so wrapped up in the realities of
being human that I don’t let you help.  I forget you love us and are always available to help especially
when I am at my lowest.



Thursday, December 6, 2018

by Gillum Owen

Isaiah 40:1-5
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall
become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall
see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Isaiah 40 is a passage written specifically for people who are in the wilderness.  Being out in the wild
brings up a need for comfort and that’s exactly what this passage speaks to.  Comfort can come in many
forms; a child’s blanket, warmth of a hug, presence of loved ones, etc.  Comfort has a lot to do with the
holiday season that is upon us.  We look forward to the comfort ahead but it would be naïve to say that
we aren’t still in the wilderness of life.  As I have grown older, moved away to college (my own form of
the wild) I realized that those forms of comfort that I treasured as a child don’t last forever.  Being out in
the wilderness brings up a need for comfort and I think often I find myself asking God to bring me out of
the wilderness of college life so that I can better know Him.  Yet, by asking to avoid this wilderness I am
missing out on a blessing.  The good news of being caught in the wild is that God will meet us there. He
will bring the comfort we long for.  As we embark on the advent season, we are called to remember the
birth of Jesus Christ.  And by belonging to Him, we are also called to ask ourselves difficult questions. 
What wilderness do I need God to meet me in this holiday season?  What forms of comfort are we
longing for most?  When we answer these questions honestly, we are able to prepare the way of the
Lord by not avoiding our wilderness but experiencing the comfort of Him there.



Friday, December 7, 2018

by Allysen Schaaf

Luke 3:7-18
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to
them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do
likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He
said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we,
what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation,
and be satisfied with your wages.”
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one
who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other
exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

Hymn 88:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

At this point in December, the season of Advent has converged with the darkening days and colder
temperatures here in the United States.  Add in the temptation to be at every party, the gifts we “need”
to buy and the “holly jolly” Christmas music playing everywhere and you’ve got a conflicting array of
feelings.

When we sing the refrain, “Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel,” the minor tones
seem at odds with the light hearted Christmas music we hear on the radio.  It seems like we should be
singing with joyful exclamation as we get ready for Jesus’ birth.  However, the tone of this Advent hymn
leads us into a minor key that sings about a hope which has been promised but not yet been fulfilled. 
We know Christ is coming, but it is not quite time to celebrate his birth.  We know Christ is coming to
bring peace and joy, but we still have work to do here on earth to help make this a reality.  Advent gives
us good news to look forward to but this lives in tension with the things in our lives and our world that
still feel exiled from the peace that the Savior promises to bring.

As we sing this Advent and pray for God to bind “All peoples in one heart and mind” and for “envy, strife
and discord” to cease, let us find comfort in the truth that we don’t have to be “there” yet.  We can
reside in the discomfort, struggle and gloominess of the world and know that the day is coming when we
WILL rejoice.  Christ comes to bring light INTO the darkness.  So as the days darken and the hype of the
season tries to make us feel like we aren’t enough, let us remember God’s presence walking with us in
the darkness, leading us out of exile to a place where all the world is filled with “Heaven’s peace.”





Saturday, December 8, 2018

by Kris Taylor

Luke 1:68-79
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. He has
raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke through the mouth of his holy
prophets from of old, that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. Thus
he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, the oath that
he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be
called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge
of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on
high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our
feet into the way of peace.”

Waiting: noun
The action of staying where one is or delaying action until a particular time until something else
happens.  

We all wait daily.  Whether at a grocery line, red light or a child coming home safely from school.  Life is a
waiting game we all play daily.

In Luke: 1 verses 68-79, Elizabeth and Zechariah had a son!  They had awaited the birth of a child, as
Elizabeth was a barren woman.  Our God gave them this blessing, and John was born.  Upon John’s birth,
Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit, and rejoiced, giving blessings to God for his people of Israel
whom would now be redeemed.

Zechariah's message of rejoicing commands us to be:
Kind to our enemies, and to those who hate us;
Act mercifully to others, as our Lord God has acted upon us;
Care for one another and always have a kind word;
And let our sins be forgiven as we give them to our Lord.

John’s birth was a blessing, and the awaiting of our Lord’s birth.

In this season of Advent, may peace, solace, joy and an awareness of waiting fill your days.  In
Christ’s name, Amen.



The Second Week of Advent

December 9—December 15, 2018

The Love Candle

Re-light the first candle.
Light the candle and say:

We light this Advent Candle today as a reminder of the coming of Christ, the light of the world.  Today
we light the Love Candle.

We see reflected in the glowing of the candle the message of a wondrous love—the kind of love
which. . .

. . . God showed by sending the Son to earth for us;

. . . Christ had when he died on the cross for us;

. . . is eternal and promises that Christ will come to earth a second time;

. . . God gives to us to share with one another.

Dear God, help us to have room in our hearts and in our homes for other persons who need us.  We
thank You for friends and strangers who have received us when we were lonely or afraid, tired or
depressed.  May we be ready to receive the love God offers us in Jesus.  We pray in the name of
Christ our Lord, Amen.

THIS WEEK AT DPC:
December 9   9:15 a.m. New Member & Visitor Christmas Coffee, Keith Parlor

Children’s Service Sunday–Gifts for DPCC Teachers
Advent Study, “Names for the Messiah, from Walter Bruggemann”

10:30 a.m. Worship Service–Dr. Todd Speed, 2nd Sunday in Advent, Lighting the
Candle of Love, Children’s Chapel Choir Sings; Sanctuary

11:30 a.m. Mission & Outreach International Christmas Festival, Keith Parlor
  5:30 p.m. Middle School & High School Youth Christmas Parties

December 12   5:15 p.m. Wednesday Night Supper, Slack Fellowship Hall
  6:30 p.m. Christmas Caroling at Philips Tower and Beyond



Sunday, December 9, 2018

by Vernon Gramling

Malachi 3:1-4
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the
Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is
like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old
and as in former years.

My best friend’s husband, Nick, is in the middle of a bone marrow transplant.  He has a leukemia-like
disease that had been destroying his bone marrow.  Slowly but inexorably, his immune system, his
clotting times and his ability to provide oxygen to his body were deteriorating.  His body was failing him. 
If he was to have hope, he had to literally endure a refining fire.  His old marrow had to be destroyed in
order for new life to have a chance.  He had to give up his last bit of safety and become completely
vulnerable.  As I speak, he does not know if he will survive the risk.  He only knows that the old way led
to death.

Nick’s predicament is our own.  Our human values are not sufficient for our lives.  Self-sufficiency and
self-protection will fail us.  We may have short-term success but ultimately our ways lead to death.  Our
lives become a far cry from what the Lord requires: “To act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our
God.”

Emanuel offers new life but he asks a lot.  In a painfully dangerous world where bombs are sent through
the mail and where worshipers are gunned down, he asks that we trust him.  He asks that we love one
another deeply.

I pray for Nick.  I pray for myself.  And I pray for all of us to endure the darkness as we wait for the Lord.
Let it be so.



Monday, December 10, 2018

by Connie Perry

Psalm 24
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it;

for he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers.
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?  And who shall stand in his holy place?

Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to what is false,
and do not swear deceitfully.

They will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication from the God of their salvation.
Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob.  Selah
Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.
Who is the King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.

Who is this King of glory?  The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.  Selah

One of the skills essential in my service as a Speech-Language Pathologist was being able to attend to
details.  My ears tuned in and my eyes studied the visual aspects of speech and language as I helped my
students and clients become more effective communicators: The difference of one millimeter in tongue
placement helps to achieve clearly articulated speech.  An incorrectly chosen ”a” or “the” in a sentence
misses the intended meaning.  Such work requires a narrow focus and persistent practice.

However, Psalm 24, a Psalm of David, reminds us that there are times when details bog us down and
need to be cast aside.  “Lift up your heads, O gates, and be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of
glory may come in!”  The Psalmist seems to be saying, “Look up and all around you.  Something big and
wonderful is about to happen for you.  Don’t miss it!  The King of glory is coming!”

Ancient people could only ask, “Who is the King of glory?” and imagine what the King of glory would
mean to their lives.  We live in times since Jesus’ life and resurrection.  We know we belong to Jesus, the
King of glory, but we still have questions and wonder what serving Jesus means in our own lives.

Advent is a time to renew our commitment to be alert and to take action as we again welcome and
receive the King to whom we belong, the One we need to guide our hearts and the living of our lives. 
Thanks be to God!



Tuesday, December 11, 2018

by Emily Wilmesherr

Luke 1:39-45
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her
womb.  And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my
Lord comes to me?  For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

Elizabeth reminds me of my best friend, Meredith.  I know that I can call her anytime and share my
greatest joys and my deepest sorrows.  When she gets excited, she just begins to scream, talking so fast
and so loud that I can’t even understand but her words are undoubtedly full of joy.  Her excitement is
contagious.  She was one of the first people I called to tell about my pregnancy.  I was so excited but also
extremely scared of the unknown journey ahead.  But in that half hour conversation with my friend, all
of my fears were put aside for a moment as I couldn’t help but focus on the joy.  I felt supported and
loved for whatever lies ahead.

Mary has just been given wonderful yet terrifying news that she will be the mother of Jesus and who is
the first person she goes to?  Elizabeth.  I wonder why Mary chose Elizabeth and not her fiancé or
parents.  Who is it that you call when something wonderful or something scary happens?  Why do you
call them?  For me, I know with Meredith I will always be loved and respected as my full self, I belong.  I
believe that is what Mary felt too.  Mary knew that she was about to face a lot of criticism, but she had
the support of Elizabeth, someone who believed in the power of God and would love her through it all. 
How do we create space for others to feel accepted and know that they belong in our lives, in our
church, in our community?



Wednesday, December 12, 2018

by Brandon Laird

Zephaniah 3:14-20 (NIV)
Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel!  Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away your punishment,     he has turned back your enemy.  The Lord, the King of
Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm.  On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not
fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang limp.  The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who
saves.  He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over
you with singing.”  “I will remove from you all who mourn over the loss of your appointed festivals,
which is a burden and reproach for you.  At that time I will deal with all who oppressed you.  I will
rescue the lame; I will gather the exiles.  I will give them praise and honor in every land where they have
suffered shame.  At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home.  I will give you honor
and praise among all the peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes,” says
the Lord.

In Zephaniah 3, Jehovah is a tribal protector, the likes of which can sometimes be hard to understand for
those who’ve not been a part of anything other than the ruling tribe; for membership in a ruling tribe
confers upon it many benefits, not the least of which is the sustained notion that one belongs to no tribe
in particular, but is simply a part of the normal, regular folk.  Anytime a person is not reminded of limits
placed on them by income, inclination, skin color, accent, or culture means simply that they do not face
them with regularity; which means they belong – one way or another – to the group in power.

But when you’re a slave in Babylon, you know you’re not in power.  You know you’re a conquered,
dominated tribe.  Jehovah God was distinct among all the other deities worshipped throughout the
ancient world, in that our God was behind the underdog – defending the weak, beleaguered, oppressed. 
After three centuries of Christianity as the dominant religious tribe in the West, we often lose sight of
the fact that, very much in line with human nature, almost all gods of human imagination were bullies
who backed bullies, with no interest whatsoever in the poor, widowed, orphans.

It is vital to the mission of Christ’s love in our world to remember that the God of Zion is a reliever of
burden, a liberator of the enslaved, a vanquisher of foes; it’s necessary not just because it testifies to a
gospel of freedom, nor because everyone needs reassurance in our personal lives – that a greater force
abides with you in trial and is found in your joy – but because God helps those who do not belong find
not only a place, but their place.

Listen to the scripture, then hear:
I will gather the exiles.

I will give them praise and honor
in every land where they have suffered shame.

At that time I will gather you;
at that time I will bring you home.

Amen.



Thursday, December 13, 2018

by the Brown Family, Isaac, Gina, and Zahria-Jade

Matthew 11:2-11
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him,
“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”  Jesus answered them, “Go and tell
John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.  And blessed is anyone
who takes no offense at me.”
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to look at?  A reed shaken by the wind?  What then did you go out to see?  Someone dressed
in soft robes?  Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces.  What then did you go out to see? 
A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am
sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’  Truly I tell you, among
those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.

Prepare ye the way of the Lord!

In this beautiful season of Advent, we celebrate a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the
celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas as well as the return of Jesus at the second coming.

Often, we see the persons in the Bible as larger than life mythical characters that do no wrong and we
forget that they were individuals who answered the call to love God with all their heart and love their
neighbor as themselves.  The power of their accomplishments for Kingdom of Heaven being directly tied
in their commitment to love.  John 15:1-17 outlines a peculiar transfer that happens between God and
his people when they submit their will unto Him which enables them to accomplish what we interpret as
larger than life feats.

One such character was John the Baptist.  John was one who helped prepare the way of Jesus’ ministry. 
John was so enveloped in his love for God that he allowed himself to be empowered to step out of the
scope of normalcy.  John looked different, spoke different, ate different, dressed different and his
conversation was different.

When the authorities of the time inquired who he was his response was 
I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, make straight the way of the Lord, as said the
prophet Esaias ~ John 1:23

John spoke with boldness that he discerned his call to be that of one who prepared the way for Jesus and
he gave his life over to his call.

Jesus Christ is coming again!  Hallelujah!  And as we ponder the immensity of this season and look
forward to His return let us also take time to self-reflect by asking a few quiet questions in our hearts. 
Have I prepared a way for Christ?  Has my family prepared a way for Christ?  Has my faith community
prepared a way for Christ?

Lord, may your transforming love lead me to prepare your path.



Angel Holding a Torch of Fire by Zahria-Jade Brown



Friday, December 14, 2018

by Ed Owens

Isaiah 12:2-6
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation. With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds among the
nations; proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be
known in all the earth. Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of
Israel.

“I will trust, and will not be afraid…”  Indeed, having someone we can trust completely is cause for great
celebration and song, and indeed dispels fear!

In the summer of 2018, I was a chaperone for our youth group mission trip to Massanetta Springs, which
provided many opportunities for reflection, both informally and formally in group workshops.  During
one particular workshop, the program leader asked us to think of someone that we trust completely, and
write a brief note to them expressing our thanks.

I started thinking about all of the people in my life, trying to decide who I felt like I could trust
“completely.”  Well, I suddenly realized that “completely” is a serious threshold, and that I couldn’t think
of such a human being.  Alas, we have all seen or heard stories about situations where a person with
seemingly irreproachable trustworthiness goes and violates that trust—and yes, such violations occur
between even the most intimately close family members.  I am afraid that this human frailty is an
unfortunate reality of the human condition.  Then, it came to me—there is indeed one being who I feel
like I can trust completely—who will always supply me with unwavering strength and comfort, and
pursue my best interests in the grand scheme of things—God!!  God’s trustworthiness is indeed my
salvation, and its “well” is Jesus Christ.

Following the instructions of the workshop leader that day, I wrote a brief note to God on a piece of
scratch paper—it remains in my wallet, and now serves as a prayer:  “Dear God, I know that I often think
pessimistic thoughts and have feelings of despair.  I apologize, and I want you to know that I trust you
and your will for my life—completely. Thy will be done.”



Saturday, December 15, 2018

by Alexandra Hutson

Luke 1:46-55
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with
favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the
Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from
generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts
of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled
the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in
remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his
descendants forever.”

Take a minute to imagine Mary and the situation in which she had found herself.  This passage follows
Mary’s visit from the angel Gabriel, announcing the news that Mary would carry and give birth to Jesus,
Emmanuel, God Incarnate.  Mary had received the most life-altering news that anyone could possibly
receive.  After hearing this news, she visited her cousin Elizabeth who was also pregnant; it was after
being told “For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.  And
blessed is she who believed there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord,” (Luke
1:44-45).  It is “Mary’s Song of Praise” or often referred to as the “Magnificat” that follows.  Instead of
fearing the reaction that she would experience from others, or worrying about what might happen, she
praised God.  This is such a powerful move and it speaks volumes.  In her Song of Praise, she is echoing
the same song that Hannah sang over Samuel’s birth and she is affirming the promises made to Abraham
which will be fulfilled, which show the continuation of God’s work in the world and with her people.  The
news of a savior was news that had long been awaited all the way back to the prophets.  So despite how
terrifying the news that Mary, a teenager, a virgin would carry God’s only son, she chose to praise God
for all God had done and would continue to do so.  Imagine if we, as people of God, chose to trust God in
situations when all of the odds feel stacked against us?  Or when we cannot see the path set before us? 
What kind of difference might it make if we, instead of doubting God or ourselves in these times, chose
to praise God?  Today, I encourage you to think about what in your life is worth giving over to God.  How
can you praise God in your life today?



The Third Week of Advent

December 16—December 22, 2018

The Peace Candle

Re-light the first two candles.
Light the third candle and say:

We light this Advent Candle as a reminder of the coming of Christ, the light of the world.  We light the Peace
Candle as we pray for the peace of Christ in our hearts and in our world.  The light of peace must brave great
darkness, just as Jesus did when he came to earth.  In an age when people struggle to find peace within
themselves, we worship the Prince of Peace.

Christ has promised to return and restore the earth to the way God created it to be, a place of peace.  Where
are the places and situations in your life and in the world where you see peace?  Why makes that place or
situation peaceful?  How can you help bring peace to places where there is anger, conflict, or violence?

Dear God, we thank you for your gift of Jesus to the whole world.  We pray that you would bring peace in
our lives and in our world.  Please show us ways to act as your disciples and show others the way of peace. 
In the name of Christ, the Prince of Peace,  Amen.

THIS WEEK AT DPC:
December 16   9:15 a.m. Children & Youth Service Project–Cards for members who lost spouses

this year, in Slack Fellowship Hall
Advent Study, “Names for the Messiah, from Walter Bruggemann”

10:30 a.m. Worship Service–Dr. Todd Speed, 2nd Sunday in Advent, Lighting the 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service–3rd Sunday in Advent, Rev. Alex Rodgers, lighting the

candle of Peace

December 19   5:15 p.m. Wednesday Night Supper, Slack Fellowship Hall
  6:30 p.m. Longest Night Service, Scott Chapel

December 20   7:00 p.m. Jingle Mingle—College Connections Christmas Gathering, Comet Lanes



Sunday, December 16, 2018

by Neal Davies

Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who
are zealous for good deeds.

During Advent, the time when we anticipate the arrival of the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at
Christmas, we would do well to remember the exhortation of Titus, a disciple of Paul, who delivered the
message to the members of the churches at Corinth and in other cities that they should say no to a
lifestyle that is inconsistent with God’s generous love.  We are to live self-controlled, upright and Godly
lives in this present age while we wait for the blessed hope – the appearing of the glory of our Savior,
Jesus Christ. 

That message is as meaningful today as it was when it was written by the author of the book of Titus.

In a time which we often do not understand, these words sustain us.  We must remember that we are
awaiting the celebration of the arrival of One who gave his very life for our shortcomings, and whose
Grace makes us whole. 

While Paul teaches us that we cannot earn our way to our salvation, that is no excuse for us not to live
our lives in ways that set examples for others.  We should also realize that there is a price to pay for
following the rigorous commands of God, that we are to turn away from worldly desires and to turn
toward Him.  This is one of the most consistently challenging aspects of being the person that God would
have us to be. 

Advent is a time for the preparation of giving and receiving, and there can be no more wonderful gift to
both receive and give than that of the Love of God.  Let us be known by our love for not only the Gift of
Christ, but also for the gift of Christian Fellowship.



Monday, December 17, 2018

by Doyle McDaniel

Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the
Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what
his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the
breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness
the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf
and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his
dwelling shall be glorious.

The branch from a stump or the root of Jessie is an analogy of ancestry.  The family tree so to speak. Isaiah
promises that a descendant of King David, whose father was Jessie, would establish God’s Kingdom on earth
righting all the devastation of generations and generations.

Understanding the context of the passage, we see that both Kingdom Israel (the Northern Kingdom) and the
Kingdom of Judah (the Southern Kingdom) were a MESS!  Politically, morally, socially and religiously in all ways
their world was ill.  The priests were corrupt.  Social justice was unknown.  Leadership sought protection and
safety by making alliances with pagan nations rather than trusting in Jehovah God.

Isaiah was a messenger from God with a message for the people of God.  He predicted and warned judgment was
coming at the hands of the Assyrians, but he also gave predictions which were to give the people of God hope for
the future.

The predictions of national disaster and calamity came true just as Isaiah said.  First, came the fall of Israel at the
hands of the Assyrians in 722 BC.  Then came the fall of Judah in 586 BC.  The Promised Branch, the root from the
stump of Jessie, came to pass with the birth of Jesus, the Christ, in the “fullness of times.”  Isaiah predicted both
the first Advent of Christ as well as His Second Advent; His first coming as well as His second coming.

The Christ was to be born, live among us as the God-Man, die a horrid suffering death, be raised from the dead
and come again to establish His Kingdom restoring nature to an environment of a righteousness and
peacefulness. 
Some predictions came true within a few years.  Some predictions came true after several generations.  Some are
yet to come true.  But, they are all given to build confidence in the Lord and to give hope to His people.  God
keeps His promises!

What do we take from all this?  First, God loves His people despite their sin and waywardness.  His love and
compassion for His creation is boundless and full of grace and mercy.  Second, God keeps His Word!  The Branch
from Jessie’s Root is in fulfillment of His promises made to King David.  God always keeps His word.  Of that we
can be confident!

The Branch has come to redeem us and will come again to restore the Earth and its fullness.  The Lord will right
the ship.  Be faithful, be glad and joyful for His promises come true.



Tuesday, December 18, 2018

by Matt McMahan

Psalm 96
O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.  Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his
salvation from day to day.  Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the
peoples.  For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be revered above all gods.  For all the gods
of the peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens.  Honor and majesty are before him; strength and
beauty are in his sanctuary.  Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and
strength.  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts.  Worship
the Lord in holy splendor; tremble before him, all the earth.  Say among the nations, “The Lord is king!  The
world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. He will judge the peoples with equity.”  Let the heavens
be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and everything in it.
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord; for he is coming, for he is coming to judge
the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth.

Hymn 102: Savior of the Nations, Come
(See hymn on next page.)

Awating a birth is a joyous time for us all.  Awating a royal birth instantly adds to the excitement with a
sense of ceremony, heraldry and fanfare.

Ambrose, bishop of Milan, some 50 years after the Council of Nicaea, was known for his high regard for
the liturgy and for introducing hymns and antiphonal chants in which the congregation could freely
participate.  This was revolutionary for that time.  It is within this context that we have Ambrose’s hymn
“Savior of the Nations, Come”.

Martin Luther, a millennium later, following his posting of his 95 Theses, also valued the liturgy and the
singing of the people and hence, the power of hymns in their “heart-language” or native tongue, to bring
people closer to the church, and to the loving embrace of God.  Our English version is a translation of
Luther’s paraphrase of the original Latin text by Ambrose.  Imagine Luther at table, after the evening
meal, with his companions and friends (he had yet to marry) picking tunes on his lute and talking about
Ambrose’s hymn and how it might sound in German.  Revolutionary for the time.  The hymn speaks to
Jesus’ person and welcome (“virgin’s son, make here your home”) and Jesus’ purpose on earth (“From
God’s heart the Savior speeds; Back to God, his pathway leads; Out to vanquish death’s command, Back
to reign at God’s right hand”) and his worthiness of our praise (“Praise we sing to Christ the LORD,
Virgin’s son, incarnate Word! To the holy Trinity Praise we sing eternally.).

So that our New Birth in Christ may never become commonplace insignificant, let us join in celebrating
Jesus’ coming as we cherish his welcome, purpose and worthiness among us.

Savior of the nations, come;
Virgin’s son, make here your home.

Marvel now, O heaven and earth,
That the LORD chose such a birth.





Wednesday, December 19, 2018

by Lana Teko-Ahatefou

Romans 15:4-13(NIV)
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught
in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.  May the God who gives
endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had,
so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Accept
one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.  For I tell you that Christ has
become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might
be confirmed and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.  As it is written: “Therefore I
will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your name.”  Again, it says, “Rejoice, you
Gentiles, with his people.”  And again,  “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples extol him.”  And
again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; in him the
Gentiles will hope.”  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Hope of a Child
Children really know what it means to hope!  Believing expectantly in each promise, they appear to
“overflow” with hope.  God wants us all to hope in Him this way; but it seems that the longer we live in
the world, the more difficult it becomes.  

In this passage Paul tells us that the scriptures were written not only to teach us, but to give us hope.  He
then reveals to us how to have renewed hope to “overflow” as we see in the hope of a child. 

Paul expects that we will know and meditate on the promises in the old testament.  He instructs us to
welcome one another for the purpose of glorifying God with a united voice, because the promises are for
all.  Then he requires that we believe that the promises are fulfilled through Christ.

In believing, God (the author of a strong, true, and lasting hope) fills us with a constant state of pleasure
in knowing His enduring love and a calm serenity from knowing His unceasing presence.  Empowered by
the Holy Spirit, it is ultimately our faith that renews us to “overflow” of hope.

Father God, thank you for sending us the Christ child.  Fill us with your spirit and strengthen our
faith as you renew in us the overflowing hope of a child.  We ask this in Jesus name. Amen.



Thursday, December 20, 2018

by Christy Family, George, Kristina, George, and Bernice

Matthew 3:1-12
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of
one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” Now John wore
clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then
the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather
his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”



Friday, December 21, 2018

by Gordon Rose

Isaiah 40:6-11 (NIV)
A voice says, “Cry out.”  And I said, “What shall I cry?”  “All people are like grass,  and all their faithfulness is
like the flowers of the field.  7 The grass withers and the flowers fall,     because the breath of the Lord blows
on them.  Surely the people are grass.  8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God
endures forever.”  9 You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain.  You who bring good news
to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is
your God!”  See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, and he rules with a mighty arm.  See, his reward is
with him, and his recompense accompanies him.  He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in
his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.

One voice, possibly an Angel or another prophet implores the prophet Isaiah to cry out the glorious
things which God had declared.  This cry was intended to confirm their faith by specifying the vast
difference between nature and the works and words of humanity when compared to the promises of
God.  Humanity, in its works and mortality, are fragile and short lived as grass.  All that people accomplish
or accumulate will pass away.  Like the grass or flowers of the field people and their words and works are
weak and vanishing.  God’s word is like himself, permanent and irresistible; and therefore as the Lord has
spoken so shall it be.  I like to think of this passage when I am struggling with some personal or
professional difficulty.  Such problems, which seem so significant, are really fleeting in comparison to the
sheltering love of the Lord which endures forever.



Saturday, December 22, 2018

by Cheryl Sullivan

James 5:7-10
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord.  The farmer waits for the precious crop from
the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains.  You also must be patient. 
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so
that you may not be judged.  See, the Judge is standing at the doors!  As an example of suffering and
patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

In our world today, waiting and slowness are scarcities.

We purchase passes so that we can enter the Express Lane in traffic, we secure the most rapid internet
options, we buy fast food, we subscribe to executive summaries, and we strive for quick answers.  A
recent article in Time magazine entitled “4 Ways to be More Productive, According to Experts” prompted
us to swift, efficient actions.

During the period between Thanksgiving and Christmas, while the Christian calendar calls us to the
contemplation and preparation of Advent, the world pushes into frenzy.  We encounter Black Friday,
celebrations, productions, cooking, buying, wrapping, and travel.

In the midst of our busy times, today’s scripture reading calls upon us to slow down.

Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming.

This simple direction is not easy.  Peter Marshall, the well- known Presbyterian minister and Chaplain of
the United States Senate, offered prayerful words that might guide us:

Teach us, O Lord, the discipline of patience, for to wait is often harder than to work.

Patience as a discipline?  How can that be?  Perhaps we need to decide on intentional waiting.  Maybe
we should add time and space around everyday chores and seasonal expectations.  We can give
ourselves permission by attending to the Finnish expression that “God did not create hurry.”  We do not
have to rush around in order to please God.

Our scripture passage from James reminds us that in agriculture, waiting is required for the fields to be
ready for harvest.  And, there is reference to prophets of old who had to wait for the scripture to be
fulfilled.  Think of Abraham.  Consider Job.

Christmas, with the joy of the Christ child is coming.  But patient waiting has its own reward.  As stated by
the West African Kanuri, “At the bottom of patience one finds heaven.”

May this day be heavenly.



The Fourth Week of Advent

December 23—December 25, 2018

The Joy Candle

Re-light the first three candles.
Light the fourth candle on the outer circle and say:

Today we light the Candle of Joy.  Today we remember the joy of the first Christmas.  We are thankful
for Christ’s coming to earth, for God’s great love for us, for Christ’s promise to return again.  We are
joyful as we realize the amazing good news of Christ’s birth.  In the midst of whatever joys or sorrows
this season brings, let us remember the greatest joy:  the coming of God to earth for our salvation. 
We pray that Christ would show us ways to share this joy with the world.

Come, Lord Jesus, into the darkness of the world!  May your light shine brightly, and may we be
faithful as we await your return.  Renew us, so that we may welcome you with joy!  Amen.

THIS WEEK AT DPC:
December 23   9:15 a.m. Children & Youth Service Sunday–cookies for emergency responders,

Slack Fellowship Hall
Advent Study, “Names for the Messiah, from Walter Bruggemann”

10:30 a.m. Worship Service–Dr. Todd Speed, 4th Sunday in Advent, Christmas Joy
Offering, Lighting the Candle of Joy, Sanctuary

December 24   3:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service for Families with Young Children, Children’s
Cricket Choir sings, Sanctuary

  5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service, Communion, child-led, Children’s Carol and
Chapel Choirs and Youth Covenant Choirs sing, Sanctuary

10:30 p.m. Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols, Communion, Chancel Choir and
Brass Quartet, Sanctuary



Sunday, December 23, 2018

by Emmie Berberick

Isaiah 35:1-10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall
blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty
of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak
hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like
a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and
streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no
traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

My entire life I have always had the greatest sense of excitement in the preparation of my cousins
coming to town.  It never mattered to me that it meant I had to participate in dreaded chores in order to
help my mother prepare the home for their arrival or that it meant we had to get in the mindset of
having very little alone time.  I was always excited for the preparations because once we were prepared
it meant I could bask in all the joy that was to come upon their arrival.

The season of Advent is too a joyous time of preparation. While it is so easy to get wrapped up in the
festivities that the holiday season brings, it is also important to remember what the season is about.  The
arrival of our savior is a time to celebrate, a time to sing, a time to remember.  As you go throughout your
day in preparation for all the excitement the season has to offer, remember to also give thanks for the
Prince of Peace is coming to set us free.



Christmas Eve

December 24, 2018

The Christ Candle

Re-light the first four candles.
Light the Christ Candle and say:

We light the Christ Candle today, knowing the Christ, the light of the world, has come to bring hope,
peace, love, and joy to the earth.  We remember the salvation that comes through Jesus Christ and
pray that we may be faithful in serving the Christ child throughout the Christmas season and always.

Thank You, Lord Jesus, for coming to earth!  Help us to spread the hope, peace, love, and joy of Your
birth to the world.  In Christ’s name, Amen.

TODAY AT DPC:
December 24   3:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service for Families with Young Children, Children’s Cricket

Choir sings, Sanctuary
  5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service, Communion, child-led, Children’s Carol and

Chapel Choirs and Youth Covenant Choirs sing, Sanctuary
10:30 p.m. Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols, Communion, Chancel Choir and

Brass Quartet, Sanctuary



Monday, December 24, 2018

by Rachel Scott

Matthew 1:18-23
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”

In this passage we read about how Joseph came to hear about Mary’s pregnancy, and how he had to
completely trust what God was telling him to do (which just so happened to be the exact opposite of
what his natural instincts would have led him to do).  As bizarre as it seems, I think that oftentimes in our
lives we find ourselves experiencing a lot of the same emotions that Joseph was experiencing during this
story.  Of course we want to trust and do what God leads us to do, but sometimes it sure does seem
incredibly hard to understand, decipher and execute what exactly that is.  At 19 years of age I am by no
means an expert on how to accurately live out a life that glorifies Christ in all that I do and say.  Heck, I’m
just trying to pass microbiology!  But what I do know is that while the Lord may not always offer us all of
the answers, or an explanation as to why we are led into certain situations in our lives, there is a grace
and a peace that only our God can give us.  It is certain, and it is constant, whether or not we recognize it. 
I find it fitting that this passage closes with the the words “He will be called Immanuel, which means God
with us;” because even though we may struggle to follow what God has planned for our lives, the
assurance and hope that no matter what that grace and peace always remains with us, is what speaks to
me the most.

So whenever we feel lost or confused like Joseph did, we should always remember these three things
that the Lord assures us in this passage:

1- “Do not be afraid.” (1:20)
2- “All of this happened in order to make true what the Lord had said.” (1:22)
3- “God is with us.” (1:23)



Tuesday, December 25, 2018

by Todd Speed

Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn...

Unexpected 
“Even now we simply do not expect

to find a deity in a stable.
Somehow the setting is all wrong:

the swaddling clothes too plain,
the manger too common for the likes of a Savior,
the straw inelegant,
the animals, reeking and noisy,
the whole scene too ordinary for our taste.

And the cast of characters is no better.
With the possible exception of the kings,

who among them is fit for this night?
The shepherds? Certainly to crude,
the carpenter too rough,
the girl too young.

And the baby!
Whoever expected a baby?
Whoever expected the advent of God in a helpless child?
Had the Messiah arrived in the blazing light of the glory

of a legion of angels wielding golden swords,
the whole world could have been conquered for Christ

right then and there
and we in the church—to say nothing of the world!—

wouldn't have so much trouble today.
Even now we simply do not expect

to face the world armed with love.”

(Ann Weems)



Merry Christmas from the DPC Staff & Session

Our Mission Statement
The Mission of the Decatur Presbyterian Church community

is to share Jesus Christ’s love for the world.

DPC’s Bicentennial Goal

Every child of God – belonging, engaging, being transformed

The Church Staff
Rev. Dr. J. Todd Speed, Senior Pastor

Rev. Alex Rodgers, Associate Pastor for Faith Formation & Congregational Care
Rev. Allysen Schaaf, Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families

Emily Wilmesherr, Director of Children’s Ministries & Fellowship Events
Matthew McMahan, Minister of Music (Choirmaster and Organist)

Lori McMahan, Director of Children’s Music Ministry
Brandon Laird, Director, Decatur Presbyterian Children’s Community

Missy Rodil, Church Administrator
Denise Howell, Program & Ministerial Secretary

Ann Beesley, Financial Administrator
R. G. Evans, Part Time Physical Plant Manager

Ellen Gallow, Coordinator of Threshold Ministry
Sylvester Poole, Custodian

Juan Hernandez, Contract Custodian

Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Dr. Jasper N. Keith, Jr.

Ministry Interns
Amanda Edwards, Supervised Ministry Intern, Focus on Threshold Ministry

Alexandra Hutson, Supervised Ministry Intern, Focus on Youth Ministry
Affiliated Staff

Rev. Vernon Gramling, Parish Associate for Pastoral Care
Rev. Sarah Hooker, UKirk Campus Minister to Agnes Scott College and Emory University

The Session
Clerk of Session: Betty Saye Asst. Clerks:  Dudley Larus and Hikie Allen IV Treasurer:  Anne Marie Miller

Asst. Treasurer: Kathy Smith
Class of 2018
Bill Cheatham
Cheryl Darnell

Rachel Reiff Ellis
David Holbrook
Jeanie Mehlhop

Ed Owens 
Betty Saye

Beryl Taylor
Vic Verdi

Class of 2019
Sue Bingeman

Lynn Evans
Ken Graff

Dudley Larus
Connie Morris
Connie Perry
Gordon Rose

Jody Sauls

Class of 2020
Hikie Allen IV

Trish Allen
Jan Bedol

Betheda Gramling
Laura Hampton
David Hughes
Charlie Orth

Scott Overcarsh
Jeremy Smith

Trustees
Les Cook, Class of 2018

Tricia Wynegar, Class of 2019
Walt Drake, Class of 2020

Youth Elder
Stephen Hughes (May, 2019)


