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  We began 2018 with a grand celebration of our new-

ly renovated facilities. Every ministry’s needs were 

considered carefully and, after more than a year of 

enjoying freshly reconfigured spaces, the end results 

continue to receive overwhelming praise, both for 

functionality and aesthetic beauty. Thank you to all 

whose gifts are making this tremendous project possi-

ble!  

  During 2018, we welcomed many new members, 

many of whom moved to Decatur from various parts 

of the country.  We celebrate how each new person 

brings a unique spiritual background to our communi-

ty.  Perhaps more than ever, our congregation reflects 

the unique diversity of the greater Decatur communi-

ty. We also grieved together this past year as we 

held 24 memorial services. While acknowledging the 

weight of shared grief and holding fast to the hope 

and promise of resurrection, we truly felt privileged 

to celebrate the lives of so many amazing people.  

While these friends are no longer sitting near us in 

the pews, their legacy of faith and service inspires us 

to greater faithfulness in this new season of church 

life.  

  During 2018, Ellen McClure retired after 32 years of 

leading DPCC, the congregation’s preschool and kin-

dergarten ministry. Ellen has been a fixture of DPC for 

decades. She not only welcomed thousands of chil-

dren and their families over the years, but also nur-

tured loyal teachers and 

established lasting tradi-

tions. DPC will always be 

grateful for her ministry.  

Brandon Laird, the new 

Director of DPCC, taught in 

a DPCC classroom for 12 

years. In his new role, 

Brandon brings fresh ener-

gy and ideas to the chang-

ing culture of church pre-

school.  As DPC responds 

to the evolving needs of 

families, we expect to see a number of exciting 

changes.  

  Kathy Morse also retired in 2018. Kathy served DPC 

faithfully and well as our Church Administrator for 8 

years. Kathy’s work at DPC was not just a job, but a 

daily adventure! DPC has been a very important part 

of Kathy’s life and we are so grateful that Kathy re-

mains an active, contributing member of the church. 

Missy Rodil, our new Church Administrator, began in 

August and quickly endeared herself to the staff and 

volunteers.  She is continually learning in her position 

and adding value to the ministry of the church.   

  Our Threshold Ministry, led by an active Steering 

Committee, continues to grow and evolve in its ser-

vice of those in need, particularly as the new space in 

the Sycamore House provides new possibilities for 

hospitality. A few of us have been involved in a relat-

ed effort, A Home for Everyone Dekalb, whose first 

task was to open cold weather shelters in Dekalb 

County.   

  In the community, I have been privileged to serve on 

your behalf on the Board of Columbia Theological 

Seminary and as President of the Board of the new 

non-profit Memorial Drive Ministries (MDM), a collab-
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New Beginnings 

Every child of God — 
belonging, engaging, being transformed. 

Bicentennial Goal:  DPC 2025 

The mission of the Decatur Presbyterian Church       
community is to share  

Jesus Christ’s love for the world.  
Approved by Session August 26, 2014    

Mission 

 

Rev. Dr. Todd Speed 
during Sabbatical 
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orative effort on the campus of Me-

morial Drive Presbyterian Church. 

MDM hosts five worshipping commu-

nities and a number of non-profit 

partners, all serving the needs of per-

sons from all over the world seeking 

refuge and hope.  

  For a number of years, we have en-

couraged Worship Plus Two, com-

mitting to regular worship plus some 

ministry in which one is learning and 

growing, and some ministry in which 

one is giving and serving. This year, 

we added the emphasis of 

“supporting the Church financially”, 

making our new moniker Worship 

Plus 3! We perhaps have taken for 

granted the faithful stewardship of 

generations of DPC members who 

have given generously and regularly, 

and not nurtured as well as possible 

the stewardship of younger genera-

tions. In order to fulfill the mission to 

which God has called us, we will nur-

ture more intentionally the joy and 

spiritual vitality that comes from gen-

erosity.  

  DPC has amazingly dedicated elders 

and volunteers - your commitment 

inspires and encourages me every 

day - and DPC boasts such a strong 

staff. Most of you are aware of how 

fortunate we are in the wonderful 

colleagues with whom I work every 

day, who consistently provide high 

quality ministry with children, youth 

and adults. We also enjoy mentoring 

inspiring seminary interns who give 

us much assurance in the future of 

the Church.  

  On a personal note, during the sum-

mer of 2018, Melanie and I enjoyed 

my first sabbatical after 11 years of 

serving DPC and 25 years of ordained 

ministry.  We travelled to Scotland 

(with a terrific group from DPC!), 

London, and New England, spent sig-

nificant time with our sons and ex-

tended family, worshipped in eight 

very different contexts, and I read 

numerous books on 21st century 

church. Thank you sincerely for this 

wonderful opportunity to renew my 

energy and vision for pastoral minis-

try!   

  I am grateful, as always, to serve 

alongside of you in this worthy ad-

venture, and remember, “In the 

goodness of God we were born into 

this world, in the grace of God we 

have been kept all the day long, even 

unto this very hour, and by the love 

of God, fully revealed in the face of 

Jesus Christ, we are being  

redeemed.” 

 

Grace and deep 

peace to you all, 

 

  

- Pray every day for our 

congregation, our staff, and 

our leadership  

 

- Give regularly of your 

time and talents for wor-

ship, growth, and service;  

 

- Financially support DPC 

so that we can fulfill  

together the mission  

to which we are called  

 

- Invite your friends and 

neighbors to join you in this 

adventure we call church  

1 

2 

3 

4 

Sabbatical Realizations -  
Key Ingredients for the 21st 

Century Church: 

Follow Jesus…Nurture Rela-

tionships…Share stories…

Embrace Change…Celebrate 

Diversity 

Rev. Dr. Todd Speed 



 

 

Page 4 2018  Annual Report 

 

 A Healthy and Vibrant Community 

Age Distribution of Active Members 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Ages 14-25 14% 15% 15% 16% 16% 

Ages 26-35 9% 8% 9% 8% 7% 

Ages 36-55 33% 33% 33% 33% 33% 

Ages 56-64 10% 10% 9% 9% 11% 

Ages 65 + 34% 34% 34% 34% 33% 

Active Female 449 456 458 459 461 

Active Male 328 327 342 351 353 

Totals 777 783 800 810 814 

Female Elders 14 14 17 17 16 

Male Elders 19 21 16 13 13 

Ave. Sunday Worship:   312 301 301 300 262 

Ave. Wednesday Devotional Attendance                41             61         59 

Growth in Active Members 

200 
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600 

800 

1000 

Total Active & Baptized Members 
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Growth in Active Members 
 

1200 

We are an inviting and welcoming congre-
gation for the sake of our community. 
While membership rolls are important, 
they do not include many of the partici-
pants in our ministries. Our Threshold vol-
unteers consist of at least 50% non-
members. Our youth ministry includes 
many participants who are not on our rolls. 
Children’s ministry and children’s choirs 
consistently welcome new families, and 
our Sunday morning worship always in-
cludes a significant number of visitors. As a 
matter of course, we encourage all of our 
small groups, classes, and serving minis-
tries to invite non-members to participate. 
On the Active Member Roll, we began the 
year began with 810 persons and added 32 
persons: 
 8 by profession of faith, 
 12 by reaffirmation of faith,  
 12 by transfer of letter from another 

congregation. 
 

28 persons were removed from the roll 
due to the following reasons: 
 21 by death, 
 7 by transfer of letter. 
Thus, DPC’s Active Member Roll at the end 
of 2018 was 814, a net increase of 4. 
 
The baptized Members Roll also increased 
during 2018, from 235 to 247. We baptized 
14 children and welcomed 7 children who 
joined with their parents. In addition, 5 
members of the Confirmation Class were 
moved from the Baptized to the Active 
Member Roll, and 4 children transferred 
out with their parents. The overall increase 
in Baptized Roll was 12. 
Our congregation’s mission is to share 
God’s love for our community with the 
goal that all would discover here the op-
portunity to belong to the family of God, 
engage in the ministries of Jesus Christ, 
and be transformed by the renewing pow-
er of the Holy Spirit. 
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Woodrow W. “Woody” Lewis ............................................................ January 1, 2018 

Mabel Anne Vance ........................................................................... January 12, 2018 

Susan Anderson Johnson ................................................................. January 17, 2018 

Ralph Junior Chastain ....................................................................... February 2, 2018 

Katherine Wright “Kay” Philips ........................................................ February 5, 2018 

Kelly Marie McMahon .................................................................... February 15, 2018 

Frances Summerville Guess ........................................................... February 23, 2018 

June Cowley Dollar ............................................................................. March 11, 2018 

Donna Lee McDaniel .......................................................................... March 13, 2018 

Willian Marshall “Red” Murphey ............................................................ April 3, 2018 

Mary Hopper “Mardia” Brown .............................................................. April 10, 2018 

John Paul Newsome .............................................................................. April 12, 2018 

Lynn Alan Kenton .................................................................................. June 18, 2018 

Stephen Jude Ortlip ........................................................................... August 26, 2018 

Mozelle Davis “Mo” Boggs  ............................................................. October 13, 2018 

Jason Rosier Smith .......................................................................... October 26, 2018 

Diana Lee Norman  ........................................................................ November 4, 2018 

Elizabeth Elder “Lisa” McDonough ............................................. November 14, 2018 

Myra Barber Cavan ..................................................................... November 29, 2018 

Rebecca Lacy Fleischman ............................................................... December 3, 2018 

   Necrology 2018 

   Baptized at DPC in 2018 

Harper James Smith ....................................................................... February 11, 2018 
Norah Lillian Poelker ...................................................................... February 18, 2018 
Andrew Tracey Hayner ................................................................... February 25, 2018 
Yllari Virginia Robertson ................................................................. February 25, 2018 
Eva Rose Robertson ........................................................................ February 25, 2018 
Brynn Elizabeth Knapp ......................................................................... April 22, 2018 
Erin Renee Knapp ................................................................................. April 22, 2018 
Leon Aidan Knapp ................................................................................. April 22, 2018 
Owen Thomas Knapp ........................................................................... April 22, 2018 
George Weber Donaldson ..................................................................... May 27, 2018 
Charles Allen Craw................................................................................. June 24, 2018 
Jacob Paul Craw  .................................................................................... June 24, 2018 
Arthur Edward Weitzman  ............................................................... October 14, 2018 
Tedd Johann Weitzman (adult) ....................................................... October 14, 2018 
Clark Ellison Candler III  ............................................................... December 23, 2018 

Harper James Smith 

Diana Norman 

Stephen Ortlip 

Jason Smith 



 

 
 

 NEW MEMBERS IN 2018 

 

 

 

 

 
Ellen Hopkins joined 

9/16/18 by transfer of 
letter from First Presby-

terian Church, Port 
Jefferson, NY. 

 

 

 

 

 
Gina Brown joined 3/18/18 by 
reaffirmation of faith. Gina and 

her husband Isaac have a 
daughter Zaharia- 

Jade, born in 2011. 

Kristina Christy joined 2/18/18 
by transfer of letter from Rock 

Springs Presbyterian 
Church, Atlanta, GA. Kristina and 
her husband George (Catholic) 

have a daughter, Bernice, 
born in 2011, and a son, George, 

born in 2008. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B. J. Candler returned to DPC 4/1/18, transfer-
ring back from St. Simons Presbyterian 

Church. St. Simons Island, GA. 
Clark Ellison Candler III, son of Clark and Alli-

son Candler, was baptized in December making 
6 generations of Candlers baptized at DPC and 

8 generations of family dating back to the 
1820s. 

 

 

 

Holly Fletcher joined 
12/23/18 by transfer of 
letter from Dunwoody 

United Methodist 
Church, Dunwoody, GA. 

She has a daughter, 
Molly, born in 2011. 

Alayne Cormack joined 
12/16/18 by transfer of letter 

from Decatur First United 
Methodist 

Church, Decatur, GA. 

 
Andrew Hershman 
joined 11/18/18 by 

transfer of letter 
from Coral Ridge 

Presbyterian 
Church, Fort Lauder-

dale, FL. 

 

 

 

 

 
Chan & Yosun Kang joined as 
Affiliate Members on 5/20/18 
while Chan, a Chaplain for the 
Korean Army in South Korea, 

was a Visiting Scholar at Colum-
bia Theological Seminary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Clint & Sarah Lane joined 12/16/18 by reaffirma-
tion of faith. They have daughters Angelina, born 
in 2004, Cameron, born in 2006, and Kate, born 

2008. 
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Schell Hufstetler and her 

fiancé Paul McCrory joined 
3/11/18 by reaffirmation 

of faith. 
(They were married on at 

DPC  12/8/18.) 



 

 

2015 Annual Report Page 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Lester returned to DPC 
9/30/18, transferring back from First 

Presbyterian Church, 
Delray Beach, FL. 

 

Mark & Bekki Poelker joined 
2/18/18 by reaffirmation of faith. 

They have a daughter, 
Norah, born in 2017 and baptized 

with her father. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob & Bobbi Powell joined 5/20/18 
by transfer of letter from             

Northminster Presbyterian 
Church, Macon, GA. 

 

Florence Rives and her 
daughter Cissy Rives 

joined 9/16/18 by reaffir-
mation of faith. 

Members of the 2018 Confirmation 
Class joined the church in May after 
many weeks of study with their     
mentors. Rev. Allysen Schaaf leads the 
program each year. 
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Rush Forquer  
Sam DeLisle  

Anna Taggart  
Isabel Taggart   

 
 

Ben Gatchel  
Tyler Johnson  
Nate Geiger  

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

 

 

Miriam Rosa joined 
9/16/18 by reaffirmation 

of faith.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Faith Saturley joined 

12/9/18 by reaffirmation 
of faith. 

 

Tedd Weitzman 
joined by profession 
of faith and baptism. 

Arthur Edward 
Weitzman was bap-
tized with his father. 

 

 

 

 
John Wheeler joined 

11/18/18 by transfer of 
letter from Church of 

the New Covenant 
(closed), Doraville, GA. 

 
Pauline Shakir joined 

10/21/18 by transfer of 
letter from Perimeter 
Presbyterian Church, 

Duluth. GA. 

 

Rand & Jennifer Stewart 
joined 2/18/18, Rand by 
reaffirmation of faith and 
Jennifer transferred from 
Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer, Atlanta, GA. 

(See Retreat Center picture on page 17) 



 

 

The Personnel Committee 
is responsible for develop-
ing, recommending, and 
monitoring employee poli-
cies and procedures and 
works in collaboration with 
the Senior Minister to ad-
dress staff-related issues as 
they arise.   
 
2018 saw the retirement of 
DPCC Director Ellen McClure 
after 32 years and Church 
Administrator Kathy Morse 
after nearly 8 years.  Com-
mittee members participat-
ed in the search teams that 
brought us new DPCC Direc-
tor Brandon Laird and new 
Church Administrator Missy 
Rodil.  The Committee pro-
vided support to Senior 
Minister Todd Speed as he 
planned his Summer Sab-
batical.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

On the policy side:  A rec-
ommendation to increase 
paid maternity leave to 8 
weeks (from 6) and paid 
paternity leave to 4 weeks 
(from 2) was approved by 
the Session.  During 2019, 
the Committee plans to con-
duct a complete review of 
the DPC Personnel Policy 
Manual, including employee 
classifications and employee 
leave and other benefits. 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
The Property Committee, 
chaired for the third year by 
Bob Mathews, manages the 
upkeep of our buildings, 
grounds and equipment. 
Committee leadership shifts 
to Hikie Allen in 2019. The 
dramatic renovation sup-
ported by the capital cam-
paign exposed challenges 
with the aging heating, ven-
tilation and air conditioning 
system.  

R. G. Evans, Physical Plant 
Manager, working with sev-
eral local contractors, con-
tinued never ending mainte-
nance work to keep the 
congregation and the choir 
reasonably comfortable. A 
complex control system is 
used to heat and/or cool 
each space to cope with 
varying demands of activi-
ties throughout each week. 

Sylvester Poole and Juan 
Hernandez labor at clean-
ing, polishing, maintaining 
and arranging all our spac-
es, so they are ready for the 

many and varied demands 
placed upon them. 

 

Substantial progress was 
made to repurpose Syca-
more House grounds for the 
needs of the mid and senior 
high students. Fences and 
playground equipment were 
relocated. Walkways were 
moved and a lawn was in-
stalled for outdoor recrea-
tion. Out of sight, but of 
critical importance, new 
storm drains were installed 
to address problems stem-
ming from MARTA construc-
tion several years ago. Ally-
sen Schaaf worked closely 
with RG in planning the 
transformation. New out-
door LED lighting is needed 
when funds become availa-
ble. 

New swings and benches 
were built and installed out-
side the youth door as part 
of two Eagle projects by 
Henry and Sam DeLisle. 

Thanks to the generosity of 
a member we have almost 
all LED lights with pulpit 
and/or organ controls in the 
Sanctuary. Shotgun micro-
phones were added high in 
the sanctuary in ongoing 
efforts to enhance sound 
quality for the congregation 
and choir. 

 

 

Administration Council  | David Holbrook, 2018 Chair 
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The built-in benches and swings provided by 

Henry and Sam DeLisle, as part of their  

Eagle Scout project, are a great addition at 

Sycamore House. 
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Congregational Care Council (CCC) is a 
wonderful council dedicated to the ongo-
ing care and nurture of DPC and the 
church.  The council is involved in numer-
ous activities, seen below: 

 Prayer Quilts and Prayer Squares 
 Preparing and serving memorial ser-

vice receptions 
 Flower Guild 
 Caring Notes 
 Pastors' Aides 
 Presbyterian Women's groups 
 College Connections 
 Punch on the lawn 
 Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan luncheon 
 Break Bread groups 
 Men in the Middle 
 
In 2018, four DPC members received a 
Prayer Quilt (John Newsome, Susan John-
son, Zoe Elgin, and Mo Boggs).  CCC went a 
step further by creating Prayer Squares so 
that members could provide them to 
friends and family as a way of sharing their 
love and concerns.  This has been well-
received by the congregation and a new 
way to share God’s love beyond the walls 
of the church. The Memorial Service Com-
mittee was in full gear last year as they 
helped to support and provide comfort to 
friends and family of those who died.  That 
committee prepared and hosted over 20 
memorial receptions. 
 
Flower Guild, Pastors’ Aide, and Caring 
Notes continued the tradition of reaching 
out to those who are homebound and una-
ble to attend regularly, yet still connected 
to the congregation.  These committees 
also worked by keeping in contact regular-
ly with those long-time church members 
who have moved away from the communi-
ty. 
 

 
Presbyterian Women continued to thrive 
last year.  These groups meet each month 
to share and study the word of God.  With 
a morning group (Day Circle), which meets 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month, and an 
evening group (Night Circle), meeting the 
2nd Thursday of each month.   
 
College Connections ensured that each 
college student was remembered through-
out the year.  This committee prepared 
and mailed numerous care packages  and 
hosted an annual Christmas gathering. 
 
Punch on the Lawn and Kirkin’ o’ the Tar-
tan shared the spotlight with a new event 
last year.  The council hosted a new 
church-wide picnic in May 2018. Despite 
rainy weather, a large intergenerational 
group of church members and visitors par-
ticipated in the event at Glenlake Park. 
 Due to its success there are plans to host 
another church-wide picnic this year. 
Punch on the Lawn continued its tradition 
of hosting cookies and lemonade after 
Easter Sunday worship service, all while 
members and visitors mingled on the 
beautiful church lawn. 
 
Following the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan worship 
service a festive reception was held, for 
which council received positive feedback. 
 Instead of the traditional luncheon, the 
council decided that it might be nice to 
provide heavy appetizers, in addition to 
asking those who were a part of the Scot-
land trip to share stories and momentos as 
a way of tying in DPC’s connection with 
Scotland. 
 
Men in the Middle focused on those in 
their 30’s and 40’s, meets occasionally dur-
ing the year for fun activities and discus-
sions which encourage good fellowship 
and relationship-building. 

Congregational Care Council | Connie Morris, 2018 Chair 

In October, an intergenera-
tional group from DPC spent 
the day at the Retreat Center 
on Lake Lanier for the annual 
church-wide retreat. 

In addition to implementing 

newer ways of advertising and 

communicating with members 

about Break Bread, it expand-

ed its reach by adding addi-

tional group options. The 65 

people who participated in 

Break Bread enjoyed fellow-

ship and meals together. 

Valentines made by the chil-

dren of the church for Pastors’ 

Aide. 
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Decatur Presbyterian Children’s Commu-
nity (DPCC) is celebrating its 70th birthday 
this school year! We installed a new play-
ground which opened in time for the 
school year in August. We hired a new 
Director, Brandon Laird, 
who began on September 
1. Former Director of 32 
years, Ellen McClure, re-
tired in November.  Bran-
don had been a teacher 
with DPCC for 12 years be-
fore taking on this new 
role. Brandon and his fami-
ly live in Decatur  - Tracey 
E.W. Laird  has been a pro-
fessor of music at ACS since 
2000. Daughter Zoey Em-
ma has returned from a year abroad at 
Queens University in Belfast and is finish-
ing her senior year at Warren Wilson Col-
lege outside Asheville . Son Henry Atticus 
is a 16 year old junior at DHS. 
 
Brandon has focused DPCC’s philosophy 
on embracing childhood at a place where 
play is child’s work. He also created a 
new logo and new website 
(dpccschool.org) which includes online 
registration for next school year and for 
Sunshine Summer. We are looking for-
ward to a DPCC Sunday and honoring El-
len in the spring of 2019. 
 
DPCC continued its history of generously 
offering scholarships for the 2018-2019 
school year. However, with lower than 
expected enrollment, we felt the financial 
repercussions of doing so. Notwithstand-
ing this, we had a successful 
Trunk’n’Treat inside the Fellowship Hall 
and our first ever Breakfast with Santa 
fundraiser in the Keith Parlor. Over 125 
people attended the breakfast including 
85 children. We look forward to the auc-

tion in the spring and more Parent’s 
Nights Out and Dine Outs at restaurants. 

 
DPCC provides a half-day church-based 
education in a small class size for children 

9 months through Kin-
dergarten with the op-
tion to enroll in after-
school programs includ-
ing Lunch Bunch, ballet, 
gymnastics, phonics, and 
science club. We look 
forward to expanding our 
hours next school year to 
include lunch time for 
every student and an op-
tional pre-care hour from 
8-9 am and post-care 

hour from 1-2 pm.  This will provide child-
care from 8 am-2 pm 5 days per week.  
Sunshine Summer will be 5 days per week 
from 9 am-1 pm for four weeks this sum-
mer. 
 

 
  
 

DPCC | Laura Hampton,  2018 Chair 

 

Brandon Laird, our new 

DPCC Director, is leading 

the school in new growth 

and development. 

DPCC celebrating Mardi Gras with their 

handmade costumes and parade through 

the lobby.  
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Evangelism Council | Dudley Larus , 2018 Chair 

In 2018, the Evangelism Council 

changed direction.  Our team believed 

that in addition to being leaders for 

Evangelism at DPC, our more urgent 

mission is to help equip and support 

members to be Evangelists and to pro-

vide opportunities to interact with peo-

ple in our community. 

The Presbyterian Book of Order leads 

us in this direction:  

“Membership in the Church of Jesus 

Christ is a joy and a privilege.  It is also 

a commitment to participate in Christ’s 

mission.  A faithful member bears wit-

ness to God’s love and grace and prom-

ises to be involved responsibly in the 

ministry of Christ’s Church.  Such in-

volvement includes: 

      “Proclaiming the good news in word and deed” 

What we did to help equip our members to be great 

evangelists 

The council kicked off its 2018 theme, Evangelism-

Everyone-Everywhere, with the intent of providing 

awareness of our Christian responsibilities which in-

clude: recognizing and welcoming each other, actively 

welcoming visitors and spreading the good news of 

Jesus Christ.  However, we also recognized that this 

can be challenging.  Therefore, we started a ‘tips’ col-

umn in the DPC bulletin called ‘Share God’s Love’. The 

tips were designed to provide our members with prac-

tical ideas to proactively share God’s love.  

How we expanded on the theme Evangelism-

Everyone-Everywhere 

Discover DPC is a key event Evangelism conducts to 

provide visitors with information about our church 

and how to join.  In the past, we held it quarterly dur-

ing the year. To make the meeting more predictable 

and easier for visitors to attend, we now hold Discover 

DPC monthly on third Sunday 

of each month.  This regulari-

ty has proved successful in 

that visitors can anticipate 

when it will occur and has led 

to increased attendance. 

Additionally, we participated 

in wonderful events like Bless-

ing of the Animals and the 

DPC Kick-off to provide oppor-

tunities for our members to 

interact with the community 

and to celebrate the life of 

the church. 

Welcoming Visitors 

To expand on the concept that 

we all are called to share God’s love, the council be-

lieved that the DPC Session should lead DPC and be 

out front in welcoming visitors and members alike 

each week.  The council proposed this idea and Ses-

sion agreed.  The DPC Session has stepped up and is 

now a welcoming presence at DPC each week.  Addi-

tionally, we continue to maintain a visitor database 

and thank visitors each week for attending service. 

We are thankful for the service, support and ideas of 

Allysen Schaaf, our pastor liaison, and for our current 

and new members including: Paul Sherer, Heather 

Beaubien, Jane Thrash, Keenan Rodgers, Rev Miriam 

Rosa, Tedd Weitzman and Ellen Hopkins.   

 
 

The third annual “Blessing of the Animals” 
attracted a record turnout of members, visi-
tors and their four-legged  “best friends.” 
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Faith Formation Council 
The work of Faith Formation Council (FFC) 
is accomplished in the planning, imple-
mentation, and support of the many and 
varied educational programs and activities 
of the church. It seeks to provide instruc-
tion not only in Biblical and religious train-
ing, but also to inform us, as followers of 
Christ, in our understanding of critical is-
sues, everyday experiences, and interper-
sonal relationships. 

 
Organization: 
 Supported by professional staff-Rev. 

Alex Rodgers, Associate Pastor for 
Faith Formation & Congregational 
Care; Rev. Allysen Schaaf, Associate 
Pastor for Youth & Their Families; and 
Emily Wilmesherr, Director of Chil-
dren’s Ministry & Fellowship Events. 

 Works through committees-Children’s 
Ministry Committee, Youth Ministry 
Team, and Adult Faith Formation Com-
mittee. 

 Guided by policies of the church and 
the FFC charter, which was updated in 
2018. 

 
FFC seeks to serve all ages in the church, 
nursery-aged through senior adult. There 
are opportunities for learning on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday nights at the 

church. Additional possibilities are availa-
ble with small groups in various meeting 
places on other days and, individually, par-
ticipating in book study online at home. 

 
Highlights from 2018 Children’s Ministry 
Communion and Baptism Workshops, 

Godly Play curriculum for prekindergarten 

and kindergarten, Children’s Chapel during 

morning worship, exciting Wednesday 

night Bible study through Science and 

Lego Clubs, and Club 45 events for 4th & 

5th grades. 

Summer Music Camps returned with ener-

gy and excitement with around 125 chil-

dren and adults participating. 

We rejoiced in the growth of our church 

family with several new babies attending 

Sunday morning nursery. 

Parent Night Out events 

Trunk N’ Treat in collaboration with Deca-

tur Presbyterian Children’s Community 

(DPCC) 

Youth Ministry 

DPC has developed a devoted group of 

youth who attend Sunday evening youth 

group where activities rotate between 

Bible study, faith practices, service pro-

jects and group building. The High School 

Youth Leadership Team continues to lead 

in Sunday worship and develops new ideas 

for youth group and lead programs and 

prayer on Sunday evenings. 

The youth enjoy building relationships 

within our community at Hagar’s House, 

Memorial Drive Ministries, Philips Tower 

and more.  

Faith Formation Council | Brian Beaubien, 2016 Chair Faith Formation Council | Connie Perry, 2018 Chair 

“Godly Play” materials help our young students 
learn lessons in the Bible.  
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Rev. Schaaf and Youth Ministry Team revised Confirma-

tion curriculum to be implemented for the 2019 Confir-

mation Class, 

Over 50 youth participated in summer trips 

 Montreat Youth Conferences 

 Massanetta Springs Middle School Mission Trip and 

Youth Conference- Rev. Allysen Schaaf was the key-

note speaker!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 New Orleans High School Mission Trip 

 In-Betweens (formerly Young Adults) 

 Gathering for lunch after Sunday worship  

 Book study 

 Monthly fellowship events 

 Habitat for Humanity volunteer day in the fall 

Youth and Children 

 Comprehensive plan implemented for the safety and 

protection of children and youth, including scheduled 

background checks and child/youth protection train-

ing for volunteers and childcare workers 

Adult Ministry 

 Connect Coffee Club in Keith Parlor on Sunday morn-

ings with scripture prompts for informal discussion 

 Community Groups-small, short term study groups 

that determine their meeting times and places 

 Summer Book Club in conjunction with Dr. Speed’s 

Sabbatical 

 Crusaders Sunday School Class series in July - The 

Church of Today  

 Invited speakers for relevant topics-Christian re-

sponse to gun violence (Rev. Stephanie Bishop); Sexu-

ality and the Sacred in #metoo Times (Rev. Jill Joyner) 

Intergenerational 

 Service Sundays 

 Wednesday nights-dinner and fellowship, trivia, Ad-

vent Festival 

 Kick Off (formerly Rally Day) in August coordinated by 

Elder Jan Bedol, Chair Elect of FFC, in conjunction with 

Evangelism Council 

 

 Advent Devotionals written by DPC Pastors, staff,  

families, and individuals  

Improvements Possible Due to Renovation 

 Nursery housed in main building with ramp access to 

ground level 

 Changing tables available in men’s and women’s re-

strooms 

 Check-in area for Children’s Ministry with improved 

sign-in procedures for parents, increasing safety for 

the children on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 

nights 

 Inviting spaces for Children’s Ministry  

 Inviting spaces for Youth Ministry in Sycamore House 

and grounds, improved restrooms 

 Two DPC Youth earning their Eagle Scout Awards built 

benches and swings to further enhance the outdoor 

entrance to the renovated youth space 

 Welcoming area for Connect Coffee Club in renovated 

Keith Parlor 

 

Learning at DPC is for everyone! Faith formation is criti-

cal to being a Christian. It is one of the components of Dr. 

Speed’s call for “Worship plus 3,” learning and growing in 

Christian faith and life. The church requires commitment 

to learning in fellowship with other believers, as well as 

volunteers to support the vision and work of the DPC Pas-

tors and Session. FFC is grateful for all that was accom-

plished in 2018 and encourages suggestions and the help 

of many members to ensure that opportunities for learn-

ing are of high quality, meaningful, relevant, inviting, and 

accessible to the DPC community.   
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The Report of the Financial Administrator | Ann Beesley 

 

 

 

2018 proved, once again, that Decatur Presbyterian is a strong congregation whose home base anchors the corner of Church 

and Sycamore Streets. Much was accomplished both within our local congregation and in the support of our many ministries 

located outside the walls of our church. 

The Finance Council provides general oversight for DPC’s financial matters including depositing funds, paying bills and gener-

ating reports. We are responsible for preparing the Annual Operating Budget which, also, reports budget versus the actual  

expenditures to the Session. 

The primary source of income for our church continues to be pledge contributions stemming from the Annual Stewardship 

Campaign. As we continue to prepare the 2019 Budget, we are optimistic that we will be able to fully finance our expenses as 

we have in the previous years. 

Decatur Presbyterian Church remains on solid ground. The Grace of God and our committed congregation have allowed us to 

thrive in 2018 and we look forward to the same generosity in 2019. 

 
THE COMMON RESTRICTED 

FUND 
 
The Common Restricted Fund 
contains a number of accounts 
that have been created over time 
through gifts designated for  
specific activities or needs of the 
church.  
 
As of Dec. 31, 2018, there were 
30 active "designated/restricted" 
accounts with a total balance 
of $144,682.   
 
The list of funds currently active 
includes items such as  
 
 Major Maintenance Contin-

gency Fund, 
 Youth Missions and Confer-

ences Fund, 
 Memorial Garden Fund 
 
Each account has been approved 
by the Session, is described in the 
Manual of Common Restricted 
Funds, and is overseen by the  
Finance Council. 

FUND BALANCE  2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

as of 1/1 $1,940,813 $2,114,885 $2,212,081 $2,718,412 $24,036 

Receipts:      

Contributions 1,212,199 1,190,365 1,158,578 1,179,740 1,172,941 

Investments & Endowments 86,110 59,568 96,035 67,000 0 

Bequests 1,500 1,100 116,000 1,000 50,000 

Other Income 17,205 23,250 28,435 37,450 58,800 

Designated Gifts   22,267   

Endowment Draw*    75,043 78,855 

      Sub-Total 1,316,834 1,274,283 1,421,315 1,360,333 1,360,596 

    Capital Funds 102,919 51,684 627,313 1,501,403 334,443 

        TOTAL RECEIPTS 1,419,753 1,325,967 2,048,628 2,861,736 1,695,039 

Expenditures:      

 Local Program 1,022,239 998,843 1,111,431 1,170,573 1,208,398 

 Local Mission 69,674 75,768 57,068 81,552 77,962 

 PC(USA) Per Capita 16,918 17,250 17,855 18,291 19,384 

 Pres. Related Mission 58,767 57,000 58,500 51,000 53,500 

 Other Global Mission 17,750 20,000 20,000 15,000 14,811 

 Designated Mission*   16,409 25,212 27,567 

 Endowment Expenditures*   61,864 36,362 77,474 

Sub-Total 1,185,348 1,168,861 1,343,127 1,397,990 1,479,096 

 Capital Expenditures 60,333 59,910 199,170 4,158,022 96,978 

 TOTAL EXPENDITURES 1,245,681 1,228,771 1,542,297 5,556,012 1,576,074 

FUND BALANCE      

          as of 12/31  $2,114,885 $2,212,081 $2,718,412 $24,136 $118,965 

Finance Council | Cheryl Darnell, 2018 Chair 
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THE COMMON RESTRICTED 

that have been created over time 

specific activities or needs of the 

active "designated/restricted" 

Each account has been approved 
by the Session, is described in the 

 
ENDOWMENT FUNDS 2017 2018 

DPC Endowment  

   General Endowment 187,461 208,470 

   Elizabeth Marshall Endowment 721,684 627,946 

   Verna Blackstock  132,287 115,105 

   Nan Phillips Calhoun  220,720 192,051 

   Hal and Pattie Johnson 113,528 98,782 

   Morse Endowment 264,650 230,275 

   Marion Graves Endowment 116,653 101,501 

Sub Total $1,756,983 1,574,130 

Weitnauer Retreat Center 
(Income withdrawal not available until Dec. 
2018) 

62,605 57,220 

Sub Total $1,819,588 1,631,350 

Designated Endowment Funds  

   H. Boswell Student Scholarships 48,738 49,515 

   Darnell Music Scholarship 27,167 27,600 

   Jackson Scholarship 12,941 13,148 

   McKee/Adult Education 13,627 13,479 

Sub Total $102,473 103,742 

Presbyterian Foundation Funds  

   Mission and Outreach 0  

   DPCC Scholarship 12,944 3,493 

   Nelle Howard Organ 19,937 9,554 

Sub Total $32,881 13,047 

Grand Total, All Funds $1,954,942 1,748,139 

Capital Campaign Update-

As of 12/31/18 

 

Total Renovation Costs 

$4,255,000 

 

Total Gifts and Pledges to 

Date 

$3,427,000 

 

Pledges Paid to Date  

$2,124,000 

 

Outstanding Pledges  

$1,167,000 

 

Balance of Renovation Loan 

$2,294,000 

2018 Endowment Grants 

$78,854 in Endowment Grants were made during 2018 to support the ministries of the following councils: 

Administration - Parlor Kitchen Renovation, Carpet/Floor Cleaning Equipment 

DPCC - Playground Equipment Installation 

Mission and Outreach - Memorial Drive Ministries start-up funds, Jef Jel Project, Habitat for Humanity build, Threshold 

Ministry Supplies 

Worship - Banner pole replacements, Recording mics for sanctuary 

A special “Thank You” to all those who remember DPC in your will and estate plans. Our Endowment grants accomplish 

far more than our annual budget alone can fulfill. If you want to give a gift that will keep on giving, supporting minis-

tries of the church for generations to come,  remember to include a gift to DPC in your will. 
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Core Strategies 

1. Engage people of all ages in high quality experiences of worship and faith formation 

2. Implement courageous outreach efforts that engage new people with the church community 

3. Care compassionately for those struggling with life circumstances, including those living on 

the margins of society 

4. Intentionally build relationships within the church community 
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This council supports programs and agencies in the global, 

national and local communities.  Our main focus is to show 

God’s love by offering assistance and care to those in 

need. 

THRESHOLD MINISTRY  (Ellen Gallow, Director)         

Threshold is a ministry of hospitality and assistance to 

those who are homeless or suffering other effects of pov-

erty.  In 2018, 583 individuals were seen and received 

2,578 services including MARTA cards, hygiene kits, refer-

rals etc.   Threshold also gives out $1000 monthly for rent-

al, utility, bus fare and ID procurement.  In August 2018, 

Threshold and DEAM partnered to provide motel assis-

tance to those in need. In order to help fill the gap be-

tween homelessness and stable housing, 43 families re-

ceived 50 weeks of motel stays during 2018.  Volunteers 

are vital to Threshold’s ability to provide services and con-

tinue to grow. 

GLOBAL MISSIONS   The church helps support five mis-

sionaries throughout the world with financial support, ex-

tra funds for individual needs, and prayers. 

 Dan and Elizabeth Turk (DPC members) live and work 

in Madagascar. 

 Jim and Jody McGill live and work in Malawi. 

 Rev. Choon Lim lives in South Korea and provides    

services throughout Southeast Asia. 

 Shelvis and Nancy Smith-Mather live and work in 

South Sudan. 

 Mark Adams serves on the Mexican border 

Intervarsity International Student Ministry provides fellow-

ship and Bible Study for foreign students.  DPC has sup-

ported this ministry financially and hopes to continue with 

more interactions. 

Mission and Outreach Council also supports the Jef-Jel 

Project and mission trips to Honduras. 

LOCAL MISSIONS   Our church participated in a MLK ser-

vice project at Memorial Drive Ministries with volunteers 

and financial aid.  Under the guidance of ministry intern, 

Louden Young, the council let the church in an Inside Out 

project which included doing short volunteer projects at 

the church or in the community. 

HAGAR’S HOUSE     Catherine Carter   DPC members pro-

vide meals for three scheduled weeks during the year for 

this local Decatur shelter.  This home is primarily for moth-

ers and children but can now on occasion house a father 

and family.  Our members work with Decatur Coop Minis-

try to meet the needs of the residents. 

ANGEL TREE     Connie and Greg Perry   Our church has 

worked with the City of Decatur to help with “A Season of 

Giving/Christmas Decatur” for many years. This program 

provides new gifts for children and senior adults as identi-

fied by the city.  This year (2018) DPC shopped for 15 chil-

dren and 5 seniors with the help of 117 individuals and 

families.  This meaningful and fun project is our way of 

showing God’s love from year to year. 

SANDWICH BRIGADE    Mimi Thurman    A ministry that 

makes and provides 500 sandwiches a month, mainly to 

our Threshold Ministry and also to Hillside Presbyterian.  

Dedicated volunteers and others (youth and Sunday 

School classes) help meet the need of the homeless and 

less fortunate in our area. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY    Jim Keith   DPC and other area 

churches built their 18th house in 2018.  Many DPC mem-

bers volunteer their time and resources to provide housing 

for those in our area. 

GLOBAL VILLAGE PROJECT   (Amy Pelissero, Director)        

In 2018 GVP, a special school hosted by DPC, served and 

supported 45 refugee teenage girls from 12 different coun-

tries.  This was the largest enrollment to date.  In May GVP 

celebrated 9 GVP alumnae high school graduations.  This 

brings the total graduations to 35.  GVP also had their first 

2 college graduates,  one at Berry College and another at 

Georgia Tech.  GVP also completed their 5 year GA. private 

school reaccreditation and a new 3 year strategic plan.  

2019 marks their 10th anniversary!  

 

Mission and Outreach Council | Jeanie Mehlhop, 2018 Chair 
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By definition, the Presbyterian church is governed by “presbyters”, that is, ruling and 

teaching elders.  Elders are elected by the vote of congregation.  The Nominations 

Council is charged with the responsibility of annually selecting a list of nine candidates 

to be presented for election as elder. The candidates must be willing to commit to a 

term of three years of service to the church as leaders in the work of the councils and 

Session.  

The Chair of the Nominations Council in 2018 was Ken Graff.  The slate of candidates 

for the Elder Class of 2021 was presented to the congregation for vote on September 

19, 2018.  The congregation elected nine candidates to serve as elder, one as Youth 

Elder and one Trustee.  Installation and ordination took place in January 2019.  

Nominations Council | Ken Graff, 2018 Chair 

In 2018 The Retreat Center Ministry Coun-

cil continued to guide a vibrant ministry at 

DPC aimed at sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with the world by extending a place 

of nature, reflection and hospitality to our 

church and community. 

The RC facility sits high on a hill above lake 

Lanier in the Gainesville, GA area and over-

looks 14 acres of pristine woods.   It is ap-

proximately 60 miles from DPC.  The Re-

treat Center has a newly renovated kitch-

en, great room, bunk rooms and counse-

lor’s room.  It has lake access, a swim/boat 

dock, canoes and hiking trails.  In 2018 the 

RC hosted groups from DPC, family 

outings, youth groups, Boy Scouts, and 

other churches from the Atlanta area.  The 

2018 DPC annual Churchwide Retreat was 

a big hit at the RC.  

2018 saw significant improvement in the 

completion of the kitchen remodel.  Rental 

of the RC has increased in volume with 

hopes for continued growth in rentals as 

well as personal use by DPC church mem-

bers in 2019.   
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The Retreat Center has become a treasured 

getaway for reflection, celebrations and   

family gatherings. 

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL   2018 was the first year to sponsor this festival that highlighted groups with 

international ties.  Included was Just Bakery (great pastries) from Memorial Drive Ministry, Café Justo from Mexico 

(coffee bean growers) and Chikumbuso, widows and children in Zambia whose families have suffered from the AIDS 

epidemic make better lives for themselves and their community by making and selling beautiful purses. 

Retreat Center Ministry Council | Ken Graff, 2018 Chair A revised and optimistic 

budget for 2019 anticipates 

the benefits of a newly re-

leased endowment grant 

which will benefit the RC 

annually beginning in 2019.  

Council membership is on 

the rise as is enthusiasm for 

an aggressive marketing plan 

for the RC.  Aaron McClen-

nen has joined the council as 

chair-elect for 2019.  With 

Aaron’s help we hope to in-

crease the visibility of the RC 

to further it use as a tool for 

ministry for the Presbytery, 

other churches, for DPC fam-

ily reunions, overnight stays 

for families as well as day-

trip workshops for councils, 

and committees.   

MEMORIAL DRIVE MINISTRIES   A new non-profit on the campus of Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church. MDM’s mis-

sion is to further dynamic worshipping communities, transformative relationships, and innovative social services. DPC 

has worked closely with MDM to provide financial assistance and volunteers to provide a safe, collaborative and wel-

coming environment for the ministries on their campus.  DPC has participated in work days,  in support of Just Bakery 

and provided MDM an     Endowment Grant for start up funds 



 

 

Stewardship Council | Scott Overcarsh,  2018 Chair 
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The Stewardship Council Mission includes: 

 Year-round emphasis on stewardship of time, talent 
and finances  

 Promotion of the congregation’s mission to share 
Jesus Christ’s love for the world 

 Support of the church’s Endowment Plan with en-
couragement to consider bequests and deferred 
gifts for the church’s ministry and mission.  

Stewardship is important to the spiritual health of our 
church.  Being Faithful Stewards of all that we have 
been entrusted with is recognition that we have been 
gifted by God for a purpose.  When we ‘render to God 
the things that are God’s’ (Matt. 22:21) we honor the 
challenge Jesus gave to those gathered when religious 
leaders attempted to trap Him in political debate. Ulti-
mately stewardship hinges on our discernment of what 
belongs to God and should therefore be rendered. The 
term ‘render’ literally means to ‘give back’ so Jesus is 
suggesting we give back to God that which is ultimately 
God’s already.  If our talents are God given, then they 
along with financial resources they allow us to garner 
would naturally be God’s. Stewardship is how we 
demonstrate our willingness to ‘give back’.  

Entering 2018, the Church budget faced a gap between 
anticipated revenue and the budget.  In the Spring, a 
close the gap campaign, Beyond the Plateau, was under-
taken to increase commitments from our congregation 
and successfully met our goal.  

Our annual pledge campaign was initiated in the Fall to 
meet the 2019 budget.  Church members were chal-
lenged to ‘step up’ their contributions as they are able 
to a higher level of giving.  A healthy percentage of the 
Congregation was able to do this. 

The Stewardship Council determined that stewardship 
should focus on more than financial giving and will im-
plement a “Four Seasons of Stewardship” emphasis in 

2019, aligned with the Worship +3 challenge for our 
membership. Each quarter we will focus on a different 
aspect of Faithful Stewardship of our time, talent and 
treasure. The goal is to welcome all who belong to the 
DPC fellowship in ministry that suits their gifts and inter-
est. 

Stewardship Council began sending welcome letters to 
new members inviting them to participate in the Wor-
ship +3 initiative. This will be continued in 2019. 

Stewardship Council will be actively working with Evan-
gelism to make all visitors feel welcome and help them 
discern if this may be the Church where they can Be-
long, Worship, Grow and Serve. 

 

 Develop a plan of action to achieve the mission. 
 Develop a master calendar of events. 
 Continue to evaluate the progress as pledges/gifts 

are received. 
 Report to the Senior Minister and church members 

the status of the campaign. 
 Write thank you notes from council and minister to 

all contributors. 
 Develop follow-up plan with members who have not 

returned pledge cards. 
  
Because each of you support the Mission of our Church, 
the financial needs of DPC will be achieved.  We owe 
you a big “thank you” for your faithfulness. 



 

 

Worship Council | Lynn Evans, 2018 Chair 

Worship acknowledges the WORTHship of 
God.  There’s a Council for that!   

Through Work, Organization,  Recruiting 
volunteers , Sharing the tasks, His Inspira-
tion,  and Prayer the Worship Council has 
provided the church with meaningful wor-
ship experiences throughout the year. 

A goal we set for ourselves for the “Wide 
Open Doors” campaign was to make the 
Narthex a bright, open space to welcome 
visitors.  To accomplish this goal, 
Worship Council:   

 Arranged to have the Narthex 
cleaned and painted 

 Had the brass cross re-
finished 

 Commissioned Scott Over-
carsh to build a new custom 
piece of furniture which would contain 
the clutter that collects in the Narthex, 
be functional and also beautiful. Thank 
you, Scott!!! 

 
In an effort to make Communion more 
available to all, Worship Council re-
searched types of allergy-free bread and 
held a tasting after church one Sunday.  A 

new Communion Bread, by Pure Knead 
Company, was chosen which is safe for all.  
In addition, individual cups have been pro-
vided during Intinction so those affected 
by cross contamination would be kept 
safe.   

 
Other Highlights:  

Sacred Arts Group  - for Junior High stu-
dents through Adults, so that the Ministers 

may call on this group for dramatic 
and artistic interpretations during 
Worship.  The group presented a 
Live weaving of the Church plaid on 
Kirkin of the Tartans Sunday, for in-
stance. 

Our wonderful Chancel Choir and 
Children’s Choirs! 

Third Annual Blessing of the Animals  

– once again successfully offered to the 
community. 
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Scott Overcarsh standing in front 

of the beautiful custom piece he 

built for the Narthex. 

Sacred Arts Group constructing 

the weaving on the Church plaid 

for Kirkin of the Tartans. 



 

 

Hernandez, Juan ............. Custodian ..  ............................................................................. jhernandez@dpchurch.org 

Howell, Denise ................. Program and Ministerial Secretary ........................................ dhowell@dpchurch.org 

Laird, Brandon ................. Director, Decatur Presbyterian Children’s Community ......... blaird@dpchurch.org 

McMahan, Matt ............... Minister of Music (Organist and Choirmaster) ...................... mmcmahan@dpchurch.org 

Rodil, Missy ..................... Church Administrator.............................................................. mrodil@dpchurch.org 

 

The Staff of Decatur Presbyterian Church 
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PASTORS POSITION EMAIL ADDRESS 

Rodgers, Rev. Alex .......... Associate Pastor for Faith Formation/Cong. Care ................ arodgers@dpchurch.org 

Schaaf, Rev. Allysen ........ Associate Pastor for Youth and Their Families ..................... aschaaf@dpchurch.org 

Speed, Rev. Dr. Todd ...... Senior Pastor .......................................................................... tspeed@dpchurch.org 

Wilmesherr, Emily  .......... Director of Children’s Ministry and Fellowship Events ......... ewilmesherr@dpchurch.org 

 

 

 

Rev. Alex Rodgers         Rev. Allysen Schaaf      Rev. Dr. Todd Speed      Emily Wilmesherr 

Beesley, Ann .................... Financial Administrator .......................................................... abeesley@dpchurch.org 

Evans, RG ........................ Physical Plant Manager .......................................................... rgevans@dpchurch.org 

Gallow, Ellen .................... Threshold Coordinator ............................................................ egallow@dpchurch.org 

McMahan, Lori  ............... Director of Children’s Music Ministry .................................... lmcmahan@dpchurch.org 

Poole, Sylvester ............... Custodian ..  ............................................................................. Cell:  (404) 940-1274 

 

FULL-TIME STAFF POSITION EMAIL ADDRESS 

PART-TIME STAFF  POSITION EMAIL ADDRESS 

                    Ann Beesley                RG Evans                  Ellen Gallow                Lori McMahan                Sylvester Poole       

 Juan Hernandez             Denise Howell   Brandon Laird    Matt McMahan       Missy Rodil 
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CLASS OF 2019 CLASS OF 2020 CLASS of 2021 

Sue Bingeman Hikie Allen IV Catherine Carter 

Lynn Evans Trish Allen Neal Davies 

Ken Graff Jan Bedol David Elgin 

Dudley Larus Betheda Gramling Linda LeBron 

Connie Morris Laura Hampton Aaron McClennen 

Connie Perry David Hughes Keenan Rodgers 

Gordon Rose Charlie Orth Betty Saye 

Jody Sauls Scott Overcarsh Paul Sherer 

Cheryl Darnell Jeremy Smith Ann Turnipseed 

The Elder Class of 2020.  Front row L-R: Jeremy Smith, Laura Hampton, David 

Hughes. Back row L-R:  Jan Bedol, Hikie Allen, Scott Overcarsh, Charlie Orth, 

Betheda Gramling, Stephen Hughes, Trish Allen.   

Camie Wiley Stephen Hughes 

YOUTH ELDER 

 through May 2019 

YOUTH ELDER 

 through May 2020 

SUPERVISED MINISTRY 

INTERNS 

Amanda Edwards 

Church Ministry  

& Threshold        
Ministry   

 

aedwards@dpchurch.org 

Alexandra Hutson 

Youth Ministry 

 

 

Nicholas Carson  

Youth Ministry  

Assistant 

 

ncarson@dpchurch.org 

Louden Young 

Youth Ministry 

ahutson@dpchurch.org 

 



 

 

 

COUNCIL CHAIR  (CHAIR-ELECT) STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES 

Administration Hikie Allen  
Missy Rodil 

Communications, Personnel, Planning, Property,  
Technology 

Congregational Care  Sue Bingeman (Betty Saye) 
Alex Rodgers, Emily Wilmesherr 

College Connections, Fellowship Events, Flower 
Guild, Pastors’ Aides, Prayer Quilts, Presbyterian 
Women, Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) 

DPCC (Decatur Presbyteri-
an Children’s Community) 

Laura Hampton (Ann Turnipseed) 
Brandon Laird 

Preschool, Chapel Service,  Parent-Teacher Advisory 
Board, Calendar and Budget, Personnel, Sunshine 
Summer 

Evangelism Keenan Rodgers (Paul Sherer) 
Allysen Schaaf 

“Ask Me” Guild, Greeters Guild, Shepherds Guild, 
Discover DPC Classes, Community Outreach, Name 
Tag and “Bring a Friend to Church” Sundays 

Faith Formation Jan Bedol (Linda LeBron) 
Alex Rodgers, Allysen Schaaf,  
Emily Wilmesherr 

Advent and Lenten Devotionals, Children’s Moment 
Team, Libraries, Resource Room, Sunday School, 
Summer Camps, Wednesday Night Programs, Youth 
Ministries 

Finance Charlie Orth (Neal Davies) 
Todd Speed 

Audit and Controls, Common Restricted Funds.     
Deacons’ Fund, Financial Planning and Budgeting, 
Memorial Gifts, Investments 

Mission & Outreach Jeremy Smith (Betheda Gramling) 
Todd Speed 

Local Missions, Global Missions, Mission Trips 

Nominations Jeremy Smith  
Todd Speed 

Elder Classes, Trustees, Pastor Search Teams            
(as needed) 

Retreat Center 
Ministry 

Ken Graff (Aaron McClennen) 
Missy Rodil 

Maintenance and Usage of Retreat Center,  Promo-
tion and Programming 

Stewardship Scott Overcarsh (David Elgin) 
Todd Speed 

Year-Round Stewardship, Membership, Time &      
Talent, Endowment,  Special Gifts Fund, Capital         
Campaigns 

Worship Trish Allen  
Matt McMahan 

Acolytes and Crucifers, Choirs, Drama Group,         
Memorial  Services, Sacraments, Sanctuary Guild, 
Ushers, Weddings 

Moderator 
Todd Speed 

Associate Pastors 
Alex Rodgers 

Allysen Schaaf 

Clerk of Session 
Dudley Larus (2019) 

Assistant Clerks 
Hikie Allen IV (2020) 
Neal Davies (2021) 

Treasurer 
Anne Marie Miller 

Assistant Treasurer 
Kathy Smith 

 

 

Trustees 
Tricia Wynegar (2019) 
Walt Drake (2020) 

Neal Davies  (2021) 

 

 

  

   Youth Elders 
   Stephen Hughes (through May 2019) 
  Camie Wiley (through May 2020) 
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