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The process of Confirmation in the tradition of the PC(U.S.A.) is a starting
point and milestone along a lifelong journey of faith in Christ. At DPC, we
invite all of our 8th grade youth as well as any high school youth to
participate in the Confirmation program–a time for learning, growth,
questioning, discerning and wrestling with the major tenets of the Christian
faith.
Confirmation is a choice and a commitment, for Confirmands, their families
and their mentors. Our Confirmation program contains elements of study,
fellowship, service, worship and reflection. Each youth was paired with an
adult member of DPC who served as their mentor throughout the process.
Living the Christian life requires a personal choice & commitment each day
and it is a journey that we do not walk alone. Our Confirmation program
is designed to introduce youth to this commitment and the shared journey
of faith we walk together each day while also giving them the freedom to
make their own decision about their beliefs, faith and involvement in the
Church.
Presbyterians describe baptism as a sign and seal of the covenant of grace made by God through Jesus and
extended to us. In baptism, God claims us as beloved children and members of Christ’s body, the church, washing
us clean from sin as we renounce the power of evil and seek the will and way of God. We celebrate baptism as a
communal act of public worship. Presbyterians practice both adult and infant baptism. Infant baptism expresses
that it is God who chooses us for faith, discipleship, and salvation; without God, we have no power to claim these
things for ourselves. However, we affirm that people come to faith at different stages in life, and recognize the
baptism of older believers as an equally valid expression of the sacrament. Christ’s gracious invitation is open to
all. However, baptism is but the beginning of a lifelong process of formation in the faith.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
WORDS OF WELCOME
Pastor: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

Rev. Allysen Schaaf

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: This is the day the LORD has made!
All:
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Leader: When we came into this life,
All:
God called us by name and claimed us as God’s beloved children.
Leader: So today, within the circle of the family of faith,
All:
We commit ourselves to respond to God’s claim by loving God, loving our neighbors, and loving
ourselves.
Leader: Let us joyfully worship God together!

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION
Reckless Love by Cory Asbury

CALL TO CONFESSION

Robbie Eldridge

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Maren Edwards

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Ellington Brooks-Lytle

P ROCLAIMING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Music for reflection, “Holy Spirit” by Francesca Battistelli

Rev. Schaaf

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT

Lilah Gatchel

OLD TESTAMENT READING:
NEW TESTAMENT READING:
Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Deuteronomy 6:1-12

Walter Beaubien

Matthew 22:34-40

Henry Breiding

“Take Care That You Do Not Forget the LORD”

Rev. Allysen Schaaf

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
OFFERING and PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Abigail Bennett

George Christy IV, Matthew Vaughn, Clara Drake

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Eric Naindouba
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
RECEPTION OF THE CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2020
INTRODUCTION OF CONFIRMANDS
Walter Tate Beaubien, confirmand
Abigail Ruth Bennett, confirmand
Henry Michael Breiding, confirmand
Ellington Scott Brooks-Lytle, confirmand
George Hoskins Christy IV, confirmand
Clara Betts Drake, confirmand
Maren Amber Edwards, confirmand
Robert Tilden Eldridge, III, confirmand
Lilah Elizabeth Gatchel, confirmand
Eric Naindouba, confirmand
Matthew Denson Vaughn, confirmand

Rev. Schaaf
John Scott, mentor
Dana Mast, mentor
Wesley McMahan, mentor
Keenan Rodgers, mentor
Scott Overcarsh, mentor
Reynolds DeLisle, mentor
Jody Overcarsh, mentor
Brian Beaubien, mentor
Jan Bedol, mentor
Tedd Weitzman, mentor
Jeff Vaughan, mentor

QUESTIONS TO THE CONFIRMANDS
Who is your LORD and Savior? (Jesus Christ is my LORD and Savior)
Trusting in God’s grace, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil in the world? (I do)
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his word and showing his love? (I will)
Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, participating actively and responsibly in its worship and
mission and will you seek the fellowship of the church wherever you may be? (I will)
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Rev. Schaaf, Rev. Dr. Todd Speed, Hikie Allen IV
Eric Naindouba, born January 1, 2005, son of Nestorine Lakas
QUESTIONS TO THE CONGREGATION
CHARGE TO THE CONFIRMANDS

Dr. Speed

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
SENDING MUSIC
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

“Multiplied” by Needtobreathe
Rev. Schaaf

CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2020

JOURNEY OF FAITH REFLECTIONS
Photos randomly placed

Walter Beaubien
My faith started as I attended Decatur Presbyterian preschool when I was very
little. I don’t remember much, but I do remember what the preschool teachers
always taught me–God is good. These teachers at Decatur Presbyterian
preschool really impacted my faith because I had a young brain, which put an
image in my mind about the goodness of God. Back then, I thought of God as
just someone you pray to, but now I see him differently. I believe in God who
helps us when times are tough. I believe in God who is the father of Jesus. God,
who is the maker of heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus Christ who is the son of
God. I believe in Jesus Christ who felt what it was like to be human. I also
believe in the Holy Spirit, which is all around us, even if we cannot see it. I
believe in the Holy Spirit that flows around the church community, which is not
just the building, but the people as well. I believe that the Bible teaches us
stories about God and Jesus Christ, and how they would want us to live. I believe
that the Bible brings people together. I believe that in baptism I have been
claimed and welcomed by God and my church. I believe that community of faith
is the church, which is the people, and not the building. I have learned that God
is the father of everyone, meaning that everyone is a child of God. I believe that the Lord’s supper was when
Jesus had communion with his disciples, a practice that is still used today. I am amazed when I think about how
many Christians have taken communion since Jesus’s time on earth. I believe that I have been created to
worship, to pray and to help others. I also believe that I was created to spread the word of God in places who
have not heard of it or do not have access to it. I believe in the goodness of all people, no matter how they look,
or what actions they have done. God is good! If you look at my creative visual poster, you will see a silhouette
of me playing the piano. I have chosen this position to sit in because I like playing piano. It’s not just the fact
that I like playing piano, but I also like it because it makes me feel closer to God. The way I see it is that God has
always been in my life as long as I can remember, and so has piano. The other images on the lower half of the
poster represent the Confirmation retreat. We went up to the church-owned house near lake Lanier. It was one
of my most meaningful trips with Decatur Presbyterian, and I don’t think I’ll ever forget it. The lower half of the
poster is the trail through the woods that leads down to the lake. I walked this trail with my mentor, John Scott,
and I had never felt such peace and tranquility. As we walked by the gentle waters of the lake, we spotted a
deer in the woods. We stood there, just looking at the deer, and I felt closer to God than I ever had before.

Abigail Bennett
My faith journey started when I was baptized at 4 months, but more
recently my faith has been improving and getting stronger. I’m glad
that my parents had me baptized as a baby otherwise I don't know if I
would've done it on my own. I feel like recently I've been more in tune
with my faith.
I feel like the people that really influence my faith and want me to
continue it are my youth group family. They've been there for a lot of
my life, some more than others but all of them have been there. Not
very many of my friends at school are religious so not many of them
really influence my faith, but there are two. Lucy and Ella. I used to
occasionally go to youth group with them.
Recently I’ve really been thinking about what I want in my faith. It
didn’t really hit me until recently when I was at the lake I live by. I really want to dedicate myself to Christ and
make that possible by taking some time out of my day and just getting away from all of the chaos that is my
family. I want to have better connections and conversations with God and just simply participate more in my
relationship with God and the church.
My beliefs have always been uncertain and never really confirmed so when writing this it really made me think
about things, but behind all the unsure parts I believe that God is there for you in your worst and best times.

I believe that it’s hard to forgive sometimes but you have to in order to move on. I believe that church family is
family forever, and that no matter how different someone is from you, you have to accept them for who they
are. In Confirmation I learned that Jesus is openly honest, and he doesn’t give you too much because he knows
how much you can handle. I learned that you are made just the way you are for a reason, it might be hard to
accept yourself and at the Confirmation retreat Allysen said some things about being made just the way you are
for a reason and you have to accept yourself, even if you don’t know the reason.
My faith has improved so much during this time. It’s larger than a baptism now and I am so grateful that I have
found myself and Jesus. I just have one question for my mentor–has this experience improved you & your faith?

Henry Breiding
I was born June 14 2006, in Atlanta GA. I was baptized in August 2006 at the
University of Notre Dame by Father Len Chrobot. From an early age, I was
involved in many religious services, mostly started by my grandparents. I went
to Corpus Christi Catholic Church for daycare, which happened to be me and my
parents’ main church. It was very nice and had the roots of my faith and started
my love for Christianity. I really liked the youth programs and the teachers that
led them. When I was in about second grade, we lost contact with that church.
We tried many other churches, including several megachurches. We did not like
those, because it had no “family feel.” We disconnected from a physical church
for a while. Then our longtime sitter Ella Perry, took my brother, Owen and I, to
the Decatur Presbyterian children's choir. We immediately connected with the
choir and the director Mrs. Mac. We stayed with the choir until 5th grade. I
have some of my best experiences with the choir. Staying with the choir also led
to the rest of my family coming more and more and adding my sister, Kate to
the choir. I learned the importance of singing and participating in church
activities. I learned it was fun to have friends and people I felt as family in
church.
In September 2017, we became members of the church. I joined the youth group in 6th grade and have had such
an amazing time. When I started Confirmation, I was skeptical of the process, but I have loved and understood
the necessity of this process. For the first few meetings with Wes, I got to understand and really see the gospel
of Luke. I have learned Jesus was a calm, collected man, who used parables and real life to teach his disciples
and us. I also learned about the writing styles of Luke and how he portrayed Jesus's story compared to other
gospels.
Then in the big meetings, I got to develop my faith practices. I understood more about what the gospel of Luke
meant and how Jesus truly lived. Then with the retreat I got to put all of this to fruition. Even with the
quarantine, we had dedicated meetings that furthered my Confirmation. Overall, my Confirmation really helped
with developing my faith and my beliefs. But most importantly, my amazing Confirmation partner, Wes
McMahan was my biggest help and I could not have done this without him.
I believe in God who protects all of us and is the creator.
I believe in Jesus Christ who is the son of God and died for our sins.
I believe in the Holy Spirit who is the spirit of the church and of belief.
I believe that the Bible was the divine text and told us about the miracle of Christ.
I believe that in Baptism I have been entered into a life of God and conferred that I
belong in the church.
I believe that the Lord’s Supper was the last time Jesus preached or gave his word
that he lived for us and was going to die for our sins
I believe that I have been created to live a life of praise and belief.

Ellington Brooks-Lytle
My name is Ellington Scott Brooks-Lytle:
I believe in God who created all of us to live out his word and who has a plan for all
of us.
I believe in Jesus Christ who died on the cross for our sins because he loves us.
I believe the Holy Spirit surrounds us and is always with us wherever we go.
I believe that the Bible is not only a way for us to see Jesus’ life, but a way for us to
hear from the Triune God.

I believe that Baptism represents building up the church by baptizing those who it welcomes.
I believe that the community of faith has inspired me to learn God’s word and has supported me through the
good times and the bad.
I believe that the Lord’s Supper is a way for us to appreciate Jesus’s sacrifice for us.
I believe that I have been created to live out God’s word day to day.
I believe the truth of what is written in the Apostle Creed which states:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son Our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into Hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
Heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.
This is what I believe. Amen.
For my statement of faith canvas I chose to have myself drawn in a straight position. I chose this position
because it reminds me of sleeping, which is very peaceful to me. The pictures I used for my canvas vary from
pictures of me and my family to pictures of Jesus, the Trinity, and other photos I decided to put on my canvas.
I have a picture of my parents on my canvas because they were very involved in the church and are the reason
why I’m in church all the time today. My mom herself was/is a pastor and is very inspirational when it comes to
the word of God. What I mean by this is that, when you hear her preach you feel a certain way by the way she
tells stories and makes them come to life.
On my canvas I have two pictures in my head. One of my pictures is one of me getting baptized. This photo of
me is very important to me because it reminds me of getting introduced to the church for the very first time as a
little baby. I also have this photo near my head because it is a moment in my life that I will never forget. The
other photo is a picture of the word “organized.” I have that because I usually struggle to organize myself.
I have it near my head because organizing things when they are messy doesn’t cross my mind sometimes which
is something that I need to work on. The next photo near my shoulder is a photo of people in a youth group.
I have this there because youth group is a place where you can rely on people to support you. And when you are
usually going through something you put your head on someone's shoulder to support you. My next two photos
are near my heart. The first one is a photo of my family, “me, my mom, and dad.” I have this here because I
LOVE my family with all my heart no matter what, even when they annoy me. They love me unconditionally for
who I am and support me through everything. The next photo is a picture of Jesus with a little child. I have this
photo here because I know that Jesus loves me with all his heart and provides for me as well as my family. My
next photo is with my right hand. This is an image of people serving the homeless. I have this image here
because when I am older, I want to be a part of a group or single handedly help/serve homeless people at some
point in my life. For my final two photos I have them placed in my left hand. The first one is a photo of a church
that my mom (not single handedly) made into a place of worship and a place for kids to be after school. I have
made many friends there and have been helped in so many ways. My last photo is of the Holy Trinity. I have the
Holy Trinity image in my left hand because Jesus had both his hands nailed, but yet with those same hands he
helped so many people. Even in his way to his death, Jesus helped so many people in his lifetime.

George Christy IV
I believe in Jesus Christ, the one who sacrificed his life to save mine, the one who
heals and cleanses people from sin. I believe Jesus is a role model in my life who
also loves and forgives me. I believe the Bible has taught me different wellspoken stories about him which has influenced me to love myself and my
neighbor. Something else that influenced me is the youth church mission trips.
One in particular is CROSS missions. All the places we visited at CROSS have
really opened my eyes about the world. This inspired me to want to be good to
the community. Being good to the community connects to Jesus when he sent
72 people in pairs of 2 to help out different communities. God made us to make
a difference in the world. Love is a very powerful theme and Bible verses about
love have stuck with me. One verse says, “Love God, self and neighbor with all
our heart, soul, mind and strength” (Matthew 22:36-39).
I believe my faith to be very strong. The Bible verse I go by when it comes to
faith is, “Increase our faith! A little faith goes a long way in God's kingdom”
(Luke 17:5-10).

Clara Drake
I believe Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.
My faith journey started at a young age and has been
growing ever since. I started at DPC when I was first
born and was baptized here. It was always just
something I did. My parents both grew up in
Presbyterian churches and God has always been an
important part of their lives. I have also watched my
brothers grow in their faith throughout their years at
DPC. I attended Sunday school, Wednesday Night
suppers, Bible and Music camp, and youth group. I
have always felt God's love and now I understand
that God has a plan for me. I have seen God’s
presence in my life during church trips; I feel the DPC
family is a safe place for me to continue my faith
journey. In my artwork I added a couple pictures
from church when I was younger to show the
beginning of my journey. I decided to place these
images near my feet to show that they are my beginning and they have helped me grow into the person I am
today.
One amazing, eye-opening experience I had while on a church mission trip was at CROSS. We had the chance to
experience what it was like to be homeless for just one day. Honestly, it made me realize how much we take for
granted. During that day, I felt very connected to God, helping others and really understanding life from
different perspectives. Overall, this trip taught me a lot about the struggles that people go through and how I
can help. I learned about being a child of God and following God’s words.
I noticed many times during the Luke readings Jesus would, “Never judge a book by its cover.” He wouldn’t care
about the person's background and would always give second chances. This is an important quote to me, and I
believe this is a great thing to live by, so I added it to my artwork. Another quote I added was, “Treat others the
way you want to be treated”. This is known as the Golden Rule and is an important reminder as to how we
should love each other. This quote also relates to the Bible verse from Matthew chapter 22, v. 39 "Love your
neighbor as yourself". In my artwork, I included these quotes inside the clouds because they remind me to look
to God for guidance on how to treat others.
Something that has really made me the person I am today is my summer camp, Camp Merri Mac. This is a place
where I can be myself, and I have made so many great friends and memories while at camp. I included my camp
quote, “First, last, and always,” on my artwork, this quote reminds me that I should go to God for anything and
that God will always be there to talk.
Camp Merri Mac is a Christian camp and we have Chapel every morning. This is where we sing songs, pray, learn
about God's love and get time to share with each other. Chapel is a place where I feel close to God; each
morning as the sun rises over the lake, it reminds me of God's creation and just how beautiful it is. So, in my
artwork, I included some pictures of me and my friends while at Chapel. I put these images near my hands,
because praying with others is a way that makes me feel connected to God.
Sports is another area that has always been very important in my life and has helped me to grow as a person.
I included a soccer ball and a volleyball on my poster. Through sports, I have learned how to be a team player
and help out girls on my team. Being a team player is also an important part of living in a community of faith,
because we have to look after one another in this world.
As my faith journey continues, I plan to remain an involved member of DPC and the youth group. I will
encourage my friends to come as well. I know sometimes it's hard to manage time as a teenager because of
sports, school, and friends, but I will always make time to talk with God during my day and continue to grow my
faith.

Maren Edwards
I have gone to church my whole life, and I have been a part of
many different churches in my life. My first church was a small
Quaker church in West Branch, Iowa. I remember a bit about
being in the nursery as well as standing on a pew and singing a
hymn with my mom. The next church I was a part of for a few
years - First Presbyterian Church in Iowa City. I consider that
church the church I grew up in. We went most Sundays, and
some weekday evenings I would go and sing in the children’s
choir. I remember my first performance was with that choir,
with a small musical production relating to the story of Moses.
Because of that, the story of Moses, aside from the creation
story, was one of the only Bible stories that stuck in my mind.
It sparked many questions, and I wondered how God could be
so powerful.
After we moved here, my mom started seminary, so theological discussions became quite regular after church
services in my family. The first church we went to here was also a small one called Emory Presbyterian in
Decatur. My mom had a job there as the Sunday school teacher and there were a maximum of about 12 kids
there on any given Sunday, including my two siblings and me. It was definitely a new experience for Sunday
school, but watching the younger kids learn and be curious about these stories and lessons in the Bible really
touched me. It was as if I was experiencing the stories of the Bible for the first time again.
The next church I went to was DPC - you know that one. It was similar to the experience I had at First Pres in
Iowa, until I started confirmation. Honestly, I had never really enjoyed youth group related activities, just for the
reason that I didn’t know anyone and when I met them, they weren’t really the people I would be friends with if
I met them at school. However, once I started Confirmation, I did end up getting to know people I wouldn’t
normally be friends with, and that was a good experience.
While I am still a part of DPC, I did start attending my mom’s new church, Central Congregational United Church
of Christ. I vividly remember staring out of the ceiling-high windows at the gently rustling trees as I listened to
the sermon and the music, merely a block away from the city yet so close to nature - and God. This is the first
time I truly realized that I felt close to God in nature, like seeing God’s creation in its purest form.
Also, my summer camp, Wehakee Camp for Girls on a lake in northern Wisconsin, has been a large part of my
faith journey. Although it is technically a Catholic camp, they welcome people of all faiths, so I still felt right at
home. Being able to step away from the modern world without any contact to the internet and just having fun
with new friends and counselors, eating together and singing graces together, and having Mass on the two
Sundays during the session - it all makes me feel closer to God every time, just by stepping away from the
mundane interests of the modern world.
Before I start talking about specific things that I believe, I want to talk about a recurring theme in my faith
journey - community. No matter where I have gone or been, community has been a huge part of my faith
journey. I believe that community is a huge part of connecting to God. Communities nurture you, whether in
your faith journey or growing as a person. I hope to stay in some form of faith community moving forward,
wherever my life takes me.
The Confirmation experience has also been a huge part of my faith journey. Not only have I forged connections
with people, but I have explored my faith. I am still exploring, but I know a few things. For example, I know that
the Holy Spirit is everywhere and you can encounter it wherever you go. I know that Jesus is a “tangible”
representation of God and is the perfect example of who you should strive to be, and who I am striving to be in
the future. And God, as in the “Father,” is always watching over us.
All in all, there are so many things that I have learned, and have experienced, but I am nowhere near finished
learning and exploring. I’m sure there will be more experiences for me in the future, in life and in faith - because
faith is a journey. I am on that journey.

Robbie Eldridge
I think the first time I really thought about God was when
I was very young, and my mom would sing me this lullaby.
Now, this specific lullaby had a verse at the end of it that
was meant for prayer. When my mom would get to that
part, she would sing, and I would clasp my hands and pray
for all of the things 6 year old’s pray about. I even prayed
for my elf on the shelf! Then, when my Grandma passed
away, I have a very vivid memory of my mom having me
and my brother sit on the floor of my room and pray that
she was safe in heaven, and that was when I really started
to connect with God. The next thing I remember is going
to my aunt’s house for Christmas and listening to her
recite a Swedish prayer, which was fascinating at the time.
Fast forward a few years and I’m actually learning about
God in Club 4-5 at DPC; a fun way for fourth and fifth
graders to start learning about God and the Bible. One of
the main reasons I joined was that there were people I knew in it, which made me more excited and willing to try
it out. After that, I started going to middle school youth group and mission trips. During one of these mission
trips, I met a man while I was handing out water bottles that offered to play me a song on his guitar. That was
when I realized to not judge someone by how they look, but by how they act. Even though we had to keep
moving, his offer really touched me, and it is sure to be a memory that I will keep for my whole life. Just like the
man with the guitar, I met people while on my trips who weren’t in the best state but were still amazing people.
These trips also taught me that volunteering can be fun and feel really good. When you think about it,
volunteers are really stepping into Jesus’s shoes when working. Just like Jesus, volunteers are helping people out
of the kindness of their hearts, not just because they have to. People usually think volunteering is something to
moan and groan and complain about, but really, it can be very fun. Did you know that if you go to your local
animal shelter and play with the puppies and kitties, that is volunteering? Just even being in a non-judgmental
mindset connects us with who Jesus calls us to be.
In everyday life, I like to pray before mealtimes. One day, my family noticed it, and now we pray together before
meals, which I think is a good way to connect with God without being in Church or Confirmation. I know that
whenever I am feeling upset or just need to talk to someone, I can pray to God, and God will listen.
Now, during my final days of Confirmation, I have learned that nothing is set in stone. It’s okay to have
questions, and there might not even be a definite answer. One thing I’m looking forward to is mentoring
Zachary if he chooses to get confirmed. I think we could ask each other our questions about faith and learn from
each other. Even after this is done, I think I will be a lot more connected with God and the people I got
confirmed with. I have a wonderful mentor and other teachers to guide me through life, and amazing people to
share my experiences with. If this journey has taught me anything, it’s that I should never stop wondering.
Asking questions. Thinking. Believing.

Lilah Gatchel
Who are you? This is a question that I have been asked many times
throughout the last 13 years of my life. I've always answered that
question rather simply; a dancer, a Christian, a baker, a middle
schooler, a dog lover. But throughout this Confirmation process, I have
realized that the real question is not who am I, but who do I want to be.
When beginning the process, I thought that all of my questions about
our religion would be answered. This, however, is not the case. As I
learn more, I am not only fascinated by the various lessons and stories,
I am becoming more and more curious. One of the concepts that I am
most curious about is the concept of hell. How is hell a thing if all sins
are forgiven? Can a sin be too big to be forgiven? Do you have to ask
to be forgiven to be forgiven? The list goes on and on. However, my questions do not make me upset or
troubled. I have found peace in the fact that I will never know all of the answers but the most I can do is be the
best version of myself. I attribute my sense of reassurance to the Confirmation program and am very thankful.

My artwork shows my faith journey and my relationship with God. It does this in many ways. The first is my
body position. I was in a posse (which is a ballet position). I chose this because I have always felt a deep
connection to my inner self and God through dance. It is a place where I can express myself freely and use my
gifts. I also chose the background of my artwork carefully. The background depicts my favorite sleepaway camp.
The sleepaway camp is always a place where I have felt at home and felt my connection to God.
Growing up, my family was a relatively active member of the church. I attended Sunday school and went to DPC
preschool. This caused me to be quite comfortable around the church. However, when I used to think of
church, I just thought of sitting in a quiet room with one person speaking and occasional music. Being a part of
the Confirmation class has completely changed my view on church. It has taught me that it is more than just
sitting in Sunday services. It is the feeling of knowing the grace of God. It is grasping that there is something
bigger than yourself out there. It is appreciating the never-ending love of God. Moving forward in my journey of
faith, I want to revisit my opening question. Who do I want to be? Well, I want to be a faithful servant of the
Lord. I want to be a person of kindness, honesty and faith. I want to always be a hardworking and a persevering
person. The Confirmation process has helped me take the steps into becoming who I want to be. The
Confirmation process has positively impacted my relationship with God and the church forever.

Eric Naindouba
Important people to me and my faith are Kathi Frankel, my mom, Allysen,
people at my school and my new caregiver, Ben, because they mentor me
and I mentor them. Sunday School has taught me a lot about how to be a
leader and to believe in God. It has taught me about our religion. When I
had my leg surgery, I believed in God. Dr. Speed came to visit me.
Allysen came to read the Bible to me and so did other people. This
helped me believe God gave me the energy and that everything was
going to be ok. This taught me God gave me what is in my body.
I believe God is number one, and we need to believe in God. We need to
say what we believe about God because some people do not know. God
doesn’t care about our color. God cares about who we are. God does
not care about our disabilities. We all have our own needs are all special
in our own way. I believe Jesus is God’s baby and Jesus leads us to God.
Jesus taught us about what to believe and how we are supposed to be. Jesus was a leader and a teacher. Jesus
did not believe money was the most important thing in life. Jesus taught us that we are all equal, one people
and that we should love our neighbor. I believe Jesus died and forgives us when we do bad. I believe God will
come back.
The Good news to me is that we are God’s angels, the people who know about God, the people who know that
God forgives us. Jesus helps me to listen to God’s word and to listen to other people.
We know our neighbor is who we love when we remember our neighbor and everybody when we are a mentor.
I will listen to God when God needs me, that is what Jesus has taught me about loving God. We go out and read
the Bible to people and that is how we teach about God and Jesus. I lead by example and talk to people the way
I would want to be talked to, the way Jesus instructed – seeing people as people of God not as “this or that,”
disabled or handicapped or whatever.
I believe that God forgives us of our sins because we are not always aware of our actions and the sins we commit
or wrongs we do to other people. To turn away from sin and towards God’s grace is to recognize that we need
to be better because God has put us here for a reason.
Baptism is an outward sign of God being in your life. When we take the sacrament, eat the bread and drink the
wine on Sunday we do so because we believe in Jesus. When Jesus died some people do not believe that his
spirit lived on, but I believe Jesus lived on. When I take the Sacrament, I affirm this belief.
To embody God’s love — I chose us as the image because we are God’s angels. God is in us.
I believe God made everyone the same. We are all regular people and have similar needs. In everything we do,
we need to try to work together. We cannot just be regular people, but we have to go above and beyond.
I have a goal that we will all work together in the world. We all have goals that we need to work towards to
achieve. I am loved and I have big ideas that we will see one day. One day the world will see me on TV talking
about people working together. You need to love people that don’t look like you, like you love yourself to make
a better world. In Martin Luther King’s speech he said, “I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and

live out the true meaning of his creed that all people will be created equal” and this is also my dream today.
I want people to look at you and not your disability. One day, I’ll be a dentist and an inventor and a Mayor.
I met the Mayor (of Clarkston) and wrote a letter about my school. I am an advocate for all people. Jesus went
to every country and told people about God. We need to do that more. I want to be a leader for my
community. This is how I live out my faith.

Matthew Vaughn
This is my Embodied Faith Journey (so far). When I was
younger going to church was a regular occasion, but I'll be
honest it was not my favorite thing to do. But God was
implemented in my life early. Both my grandfather and his
brother, who is my uncle, were pastors at multiple churches
and we visited them occasionally and when we did they
influenced my faith greatly because they both had strong
faiths.
This is the part where it gets interesting. From ages 8-12 in
my life we really stopped going to church and when I had
trouble connecting to God. Then summer came around and
my mom signed me up for the CROSS mission trip. Initially, I
was unhappy and nervous, but when I actually experienced
and connected with the people we met there, I loved it.
When we got back, the minute I got off the bus I
immediately felt reconnected with God. After that my family started going back to church. Every time we went
to church, I felt the connection get stronger.
I also felt the connection get stronger every time I went on a mission trip, every time I helped in the community,
and every time I prayed. I will say that the CROSS mission trip last summer was extra special because one, my
mom came, and sure I acted like I didn't like it but it was nice for her to be there and experience what I did two
years prior. The second reason CROSS last summer was special was I felt like a mentor to the kids who it was
their first mission trip and it was a good feeling to have younger kids look up to you.
I think family is a big part of my faith, like I said earlier my mom came to CROSS which was meaningful. Both my
grandfather and uncle are pastors, so they are pretty religious and have influenced the rest of the family. After
my grandfather passed, I felt lost in my faith and was confused because he was a big part of the beginning of my
faith journey, but then I realized that he will always be a part of me and always guide me the best he can.
I also think Confirmation was and is a big part of my faith journey. I got a lot closer to the people in the
Confirmation class. I also got a lot closer to Jeff, my mentor. We talked at the retreat and we had a deep
conversation that made me really think about what my purpose is. My closer friends like Abby and Robbie also
helped. We got even closer at the retreat and also had some faithful conversations. I’d also like to thank Allysen
for really inviting me into the church community because she is the one who encouraged me to go on that first
CROSS trip.
I think that God, Jesus, and The Holy Spirit will always be there to guide and help those in need. Sometimes I do
wonder, how do God, Jesus, and The Holy Spirit guide those who are lost and confused? What stood out to me
about Jesus’ life and death is that even through the thick and the thin, his disciples kept following his teachings.
I envision myself trying to love God, love myself, and loving my neighbors going forward with helping out where I
can and going to church when I can and helping myself when I can.
After Confirmation I hope to be an active member of the church through opportunities like mission trips, and
youth activities, and going to church whenever I am able. Like I said earlier, I hope to live my faith out in the
world by just living life whether that be helping people in need or maybe even being a mentor. What it means to
me to belong to God and the Body of Christ is that there is no one else like me and everyone is special in their
own way. Through Confirmation I have started to understand what God’s purpose is for me and for others as
well.
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