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Wind, Sun, and Rain Campaign

May 20, 2021

Dear Friends,

You are a generous and mission-minded congregation, often extending yourselves and your gifts beyond our

congregation to the needs of the community and the world.  Even so, as our children, youth, and adults re-enter our

wonderful church facilities, we are presented with in-house needs – an unexpected breakdown of cool wind, a hopeful

solar opportunity, and a long overdue rain-related expense, each of which necessitates our church family coming

together in a significant and generous way.  

Wind - Just two weeks ago, one of the two large HVAC units that supplies the sanctuary stopped blowing cool wind. 

Upon thorough examination of several options by our Property Committee, they determined that the unit needed to

be replaced very soon with a new, highly efficient unit at a cost of $42,000, including installation with a crane.

Sun - With a generous gift of seed money from Catherine Carter and a portion of an endowment grant, the session was

presented with the opportunity to proceed with a Solar Installation Project, an oft-discussed project which would,

over time, reduce significantly our electric bill and DPC’s carbon footprint.  The initial solar infrastructure and panels,

estimated in the range of $40,000, will occur on the McGeachy Building roof (the “building in the middle”, whose roof

was replaced in 2014)) and allow for expansion over time.  Each dollar given to this project will allow for additional

solar panels and the reduction of future electric bills.  

Rain - The Bradley Building roof (the “building by the parking lot”), over 30 years old, has been patched several

times over the last five years due to rain intruding in multiple locations.  Ceiling tiles have been replaced multiple

times and, in some cases, mold has been discovered in the ceiling.  The time has come for this roof to be replaced as

soon as possible.  The cost of replacing the aged roof is approximately $36,000. 

As you may suspect, DPC maintains a major maintenance contingency fund, but this fund has been utilized several

times in recent years on major repairs and will only fund a small portion of the needs described above.  We also

maintain an Endowment Fund which allows for major maintenance expenditures, and thanks to the foresight of our

Property Committee, an endowment grant of $30,000 was received in 2021 to fund the majority of the roofing project

and a portion of the solar installation. 

Ultimately, only God can offer the power of the sun or withhold the rain or cause the cool winds to blow, but you and I

can certainly do our part to ensure that the church’s ministries enjoy buildings that are temperate, sustainable, and

dry.  Thank you, sincerely, for any over and above gift you may be able to give by June 20, 2021.  Our church

facilities are a gift of God and our primary tool for ministry; your generous response is needed and will be greatly

appreciated.

Grace and peace,

Rev. Dr. Todd Speed, Pastor Neal Davies, Clerk of Session 

A Special, Beyond Budget Giving Opportunity



FAQ’s – Frequently Asked Questions

So what is the total dollar amount needed for these projects?

Sanctuary HVAC $42,000

Bradley Roof $36,000

Subtotal $78,000

Endowment Grant  ( $30,000)

Subtotal $48,000

Solar after Seed Funds        ???   Will depend upon number of solar panels funded by congregation. 

Total Investment    ???

How much does each solar panel cost?

Since there are infrastructure costs associated with installing a new system, the first panels will inevitably be

more expensive than panels added to the system at a later date. Given the seed money offered for the initial

installation, each additional dollar given will fund additional solar panels. 

Why should DPC install a solar energy system?

DPC’s utility budget for electricity in 2021 is $97,000, signifying our largest single expense in the budget by far.

Grid-tied solar electricity will offer DPC a way to reduce electricity bills for more than 25 years. The

maintenance-free panels come with a 25-year production warranty and the expected useful lifespan is up to 50

years (output starts to slow down over time but is still significant). A grid-tied system can also protect the church

from electricity price increases for decades. 

Can we eliminate our electric bill by installing solar panels?

Given current technology and the limited square footage of the McGeachy and Bradley roofs, DPC can reduce, but

not eliminate, our electric bill over time by installing solar panels.

How many years do solar panels generate power?

Solar panels sold today don’t ever stop generating. While some of the wirings may need upgrading in future

years, the panels remain useful for over 40 years and generations to come with a minimal reduction in output in

the years after the warranty.

What are the financial benefits of solar energy?

When you install a solar energy system on your property, you save money on your electricity bills and protect

yourself against rising electricity rates in the future. How much you can save depends on the utility rates and

solar policies in your area, as well as the extent of your solar project, but going solar is a smart investment

regardless of where you live.

What are the environmental benefits of solar energy?

Solar power, like other renewable energy resources, has many environmental and health benefits. Going solar

reduces greenhouse gas emissions, which contribute to climate change, and also results in fewer air pollutants

like sulfur dioxide and particulate matter, which can cause health problems.

Do solar panels produce power when the sun is not shining?

The amount of power a solar energy system can generate is dependent on sunlight. As a result, solar panels will

produce slightly less energy when the weather is cloudy, and no energy at night. However, because of high

electricity costs and financial incentives, solar can be a smart decision even if you live in a cloudy city.

Why install a highly efficient HVAC unit for the sanctuary? Can we not just replace the unit with like equipment?

We could replace the current unit with a similar, less efficient unit and save money in the short term. However,

in the long term we will realize savings in our utility bills as well as the reduction of the congregation’s carbon

footprint. Increasing the efficiency in our HVAC systems and initiating a solar project address two of the most

critical components in faithful and sustainable stewardship of the church’s facilities.  


