
DECATUR
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA)

Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed
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GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

ORGAN VOLUNTARY Chorale Prelude - O LORD, How Shall I Greet Thee J. S. Bach

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS, CONGREGATIONAL MEETING Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
To Elect New Officers for Class of 2024 Suzahn Huffman-Donaldson

Pastor: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. Speed

*HYMN 401 Here in This Place Gather Us In

CALL TO CONFESSION Gillum Owen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Incarnate God, we strive to follow your way of love in our daily lives.
Forgive us for the times we have ignored or bullied others. 
Forgive us when we have judged others or saw someone in pain and decided to walk by on the other side of
the road. 

Jesus, you invite us to follow you in many different ways, times and places.
Forgive us, for limiting the scope of what your disciples look like. 
Forgive us when we have neglected to honor the culture, ideas and gifts of others.

Holy Spirit, stir us from our comfort zones when we think we have it all figured out.
When we fail to see that we have so much further to go in our journey of faith, expand our perspectives and
help us grow as Christ’s disciples together. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT  Rev. Alex Rodgers and Rev. Emily Wilmesherr

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION David Wiley

NEW TESTAMENT READING Matthew 28:18-20
(pew Bible, page 34, NT)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
SERMON “Follow Jesus: Re-imagining What It Means to ‘Make Disciples’” Rev. Allysen Schaaf



RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – LITANY OF DISCIPLESHIP Rev. Schaaf, Jacorey Taylor, Isabel Taggart
Leader: Jesus calls us. Come follow me!  He spoke of turning the world upside down, where 
Reader 1: leaders were servants,
Reader 2: hungry people were fed,
Reader 1: prisoners were set free,
Reader 2: sick people were healed,
All: and peace ruled over hatred and war. 
Leader: To everyone he said, “Follow me, and I will show you the way to God.”
Reader 1: We have good news to share!
Reader 2: Jesus commissions us 
Reader 1: To gather together with those from all around the world
Reader 2: As we are being made into disciples of Christ, every single day 
All: Baptized in the name of God’s love and grace 
Leader: And Teaching and learning all that Christ commanded:
Reader 1: Repent.
Reader 2: Rejoice and be glad.
Reader 1: Let your light shine.
Reader 2: Be reconciled.
Reader 1: Do not fear.
Reader 2: Seek God’s kingdom first.
Reader 1: Let the little ones come to me.
Reader 2: Forgive one another.
All: Love one another as I have loved you. 
Leader: I have good news to share with you. 
Reader 1: I have good news to share with you. 
Reader 2: I have good news to share with you. 
All: We all have good news to share!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Dissolution of Pastoral Relationship Dr. Speed, Neal Davies

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER Dr. Speed
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

ANTHEM God, Beyond All Names Bernadette Farrell
God beyond our dreams, you have stirred in us a memory; You have placed your powerful spirit in the hearts of
humankind.  (Refrain): All around us we have known you, all creation lives to hold you.  In our living and our dying
we are bringing you to birth.  God, beyond all names, you have made us in your image; We are like you, we reflect
you; we are woman, we are man.  (Refrain)  God, beyond all words, all creation tells your story; You have shaken
with our laughter, you have trembled with our tears.  (Refrain)  God, beyond all time, you are laboring within us; We
are moving, we are changing in your spirit ever new.  (Refrain)   God of tender care, you have cradled us in goodness,
You have mothered us in wholeness, you have loved us into birth.  (Refrain)  [text: Bernadette Farrell]

OFFERING and PRAYER OF DEDICATION (scan QR code on back of bulletin to give online) Rev. Wilmesherr,
Eric Naindouba

Dear God, we offer you our gifts, our time, and our lives.  May all we do, all we say, and all we offer share your
love, justice, peace, and mission in the world.  Amen.

*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 757 Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples Kingsfold



*BENEDICTION Rev. Schaaf

*POSTLUDE Toccata on “Now Thank We All Our God” Egil Hovland

^   ^   ^

Please exit through the doors at the back of the sanctuary, greeting each other outside on the lawn.
All are invited to the reception for Rev. Allysen Schaaf!

During the postlude, some people sit or stand quietly and listen to the music.
Others find it helpful to connect with those around them or greet visitors as they leave.

Please feel free to end this time of worship in whatever way is meaningful to you.

^   ^   ^

Today’s Musicians
Dona Cucich and Lynn Evans, sopranos

Allison Melton and Mary Ann Allen, altos
Ron Warren and Mark Lester, tenors
Ivan Segovia and R. G. Evans, basses

Matthew McMahan, choirmaster & organist

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of
Callaway Thrash

Mary and Mark Huie
Susie Huie

by Jane & Mo Thrash

^   ^   ^

Food Trucks at Legacy Park–Tuesdays in September
For the month of September, we encourage DPC folks to meet at Legacy Park on Tuesday evenings at 5:30pm for
the Food Trucks.  There is lots of space for people to set out their own chairs and enjoy outdoor fellowship.  Legacy
Park is located at 500 S. Columbia Drive (the site of the former United Methodist Children’s Home).  As Covid-19
numbers keep us from having Wednesday Night fellowship, this is a way to gather and safely enjoy fellowship–and
good food!–with your church family.  Bring your own chair and look for the DPC tent!

^   ^   ^

Staff Anniversary
Brandon Laired celebrated 18 years with Decatur Presbyterian Children’s Community (DPCC) September 1.  He
served as a teacher the first 15 years, and become director three years ago.

^   ^   ^

Nominations Needed for Members to Serve on the Nominations Council
Look for the yellow forms around the church to nominate members to serve on the Nominations Council.  You may
also find the form online on our website.  Nominations will be accepted until October 17.

^   ^   ^

Celebrating Allysen and Missy–Write a Card!
There are stacks of cards for Allysen Schaaf and Missy Rodil at the Reception Desk, in the Philips Foyer, and in the
Narthex.  Write of note and drop it in the basket placed nearby.  The notes will be mailed to Missy (her last day with
us was Friday, September 17) and given to Allysen at her reception following worship today.

Help us wish these staff members a fond farewell and all the best in their new endeavors!



Nominees for Eder Class of 2024

Lacy Bedol is a lifelong member of Decatur Presbyterian Church. As a young(er) person, she was active in the
children's choir and youth group, and then went on to serve as Youth Elder. She has
previously been a member of the Worship Council and a Confirmation mentor. Lacy
started as a Consultant with Bain & Company in December 2020 after graduating from
UVA's Darden School of Business and is enjoying the opportunity to support her clients
and their most critical priorities. In her free time, she enjoys playing with her dogs,
cooking, quilting, and traveling. Lacy is honored to be nominated as an Elder again and
carry on the family tradition behind her mother and grandmother (both DPC elders) and
grandfather (DPC deacon). She looks forward to serving DPC in new and familiar ways,
and seeing where God is leading our congregation.

Gerry Boudreau joined DPC with his wife Susan and sons Gerry and Knox in 2008.  He and his sons were
baptized together at DPC in 2009.  Gerry and Susan’s more recent family addition, Iris, was
also baptized at DPC and attended DPCC for the past three years before kindergarten.  His
DPC service includes assisting with the recent search for a new Financial Administrator and
working with childcare during Sunday services.  Susan has been an active volunteer with
Threshold.  Outside of DPC, Gerry served as a board member for the Atlanta Children’s
Shelter and as a member of Fernbank’s Corporate Leadership Council.  Professionally, Gerry
has been in business consulting for 22 years and has worked with Ernst & Young for the past
10.  Currently, he is the leader of their Central Region Advanced Manufacturing market. 
Gerry was graduated from the University of Georgia in 1998 with a degree in Broadcast
Journalism, and from Georgia Tech in 2000 with an MBA (Finance concentration).  In his free
time, Gerry enjoys travelling with his family, golfing (poorly) and watching sports.  Gerry is
humbled to be called upon as an Elder and is excited to serve.

Joe DeLisle has been a member of Decatur Presbyterian Church since 2000.  Joe grew up in the Presbyterian
Church at St. Andrews in Tucker, First Presbyterian in Gainesville, and Northwest
Presbyterian in Buckhead.  Joe and his wife, Reynolds, have lived in Decatur since 2000.  They
have raised two boys, Henry and Sam, at DPC.  Joe and Reynolds were active in the
Fellowship Sunday School Class, and their family has been active in the Youth Programs.  Joe
has served as an Elder in the Class of 2010, the Chair of the Retreat Center Task Force in
2007 – 2009, the Annual Stewardship Campaign and Administration Council as well as
serving on other committees and councils.  Joe was a Boy Scout leader and the Scoutmaster
for Troop 134 with First Baptist Decatur for over 12 years.  Joe is a corporate lawyer with
Miller & Martin.  Joe is an avid outdoorsman and enjoys hiking, fishing, hunting and spending
time on the lake or in the mountains.  Joe shares, “DPC has been a cornerstone of my
family’s life for the past 20 years.  I am honored to be asked to serve again as an Elder.  I look
forward to discerning God’s plans for DPC and serving with others to guide and travel with

the Church on its journey. Reynolds and I have missed being with our DPC family during the Pandemic, and we look
forward to being together again soon.”

Anne Fayssoux grew up in Decatur Presbyterian Church.  Her parents joined in the early 1950s when they
moved to Atlanta.  She was confirmed in 1964 and was an active member until the 1970s. 
She and her husband, Mike Leaf, rejoined DPC in 2012.  They have led a Sunday School class,
served as Communion Captains, and participated in Break Bread groups.  Anne was also a
Pastors’ Aide.  After college, Anne worked for Eastern Airlines and then returned to school
to become a Registered Nurse.  She worked for The Coca-Cola Company as an Occupational
Health Nurse.  After retiring in 2019, she worked as a contractor in Worker’s Compensation
for Delta Airlines until the Pandemic.  She currently has a part-time position at Piedmont
Healthcare in the Employee Health Department.  She enjoys playing tennis with husband
Mike and riding her friend’s Tennessee Walker horses.  She is honored to be asked to serve
on the Session.



Jim Hudgins is a graduate of Westchester Elementary School and has lived the vast majority of his life in Decatur. 
Jim retired from a third generation family owned/operated demolition business, Hudgins &
Company, Inc., in 2016.  Especially since that time, God has opened numerous doors ...
affording Jim the opportunity to assist others. “I believe this is God's calling for me - to be
helpful and available to those in need.  For approximately 13 years, I have called " Cathy's
Bingo"  at the  American Cancer Society / Atlanta Hope Lodge for cancer patients and their
caregivers and cannot describe the joy it brings both them (so I am told) and myself.  I have
been a blood donor for many years both through Blood Assurance and American Red Cross.
It is a gift from God to be able to " give back".  I am proud to state, I joined Decatur
Presbyterian Church in 1972 and am so blessed by the people that have influenced my life
through the church.  I am also both quite honored and humbled to have been approached
to be considered for Elder nomination!!”

Barbara Morris: is originally from Boston, MA.  She joined Decatur Presbyterian Church in 2015.  Barbara’s faith
journey has led her to DPC seeking spiritual answers to life’s challenges and mysteries. 
“I believe that God is with us no matter the circumstance.  I’ve been a member of Faith in Real
Life group, served at Threshold Ministries, Sanctuary Guild, Phone Guild, and volunteered at
Hagar’s House.  My daughter, granddaughter and great- grandson live in Orlando, FL.  I’m
retired from PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLC as a Records Specialist.”

Amy Pelissero has been a member of DPC for more than 20 years.  She and her husband, Brandon, have two
daughters, Madelyn and Margaret (Betsy), who were baptized, confirmed, and raised in
the DPC family.  Both girls attended preschool and kindergarten at Decatur Presbyterian
Children’s’ Community (DPCC) and participated in DPC’s Children’s Choirs.  Amy has
served the DPC community as a confirmation mentor, a Bible & Music Camp volunteer, a
member of and facilitator for the first Families in Faith adult Sunday School classes, a
board member for Decatur Presbyterian Children’s Community, and as Head of School at
Global Village Project.  Amy has worked in education for more than 30 years.  She has
taught students of all ages from 2 to 62.  She earned her Ph.D. in 2016 from Georgia State
University in Teaching and Learning for Language & Literacy.  Her experience and

expertise are focused in the areas of refugee education, women’s education, and the teaching of English.  She
currently teaches beginning-level English to refugee mothers in Clarkston through the Refugee Family
Literacy–Mommy & Me program.  Amy is excited about this new opportunity to serve, learn, and grow as an elder
at DPC.

Nominee to Fill Unexpired Term in Class of 2023

Lynn Evans joined DPC with husband, RG Evans, in 2012 , attracted to the music program. 
They have both been singing in the Chancel Choir ever since, with Lynn currently serving as Choir
President.  In a previous term as Elder, Lynn served as Worship Council Chairman.  She also
serves on the Flower Guild, and enjoys drama, art and photography.
Lynn and RG have a son and a daughter and two pre-teen grandsons who live in Decatur.  She is
honored to complete the unfulfilled Elder term of Carolyn Brooks, although no one can fill
Carolyn's shoes!

Youth Elder (through May, 2023)
“Hi!  I’m Josie Harris and I’m a 16 year old junior at Decatur High School.  I’ve been a member
at DPC for 13 years, and have participated in Sunday School, Children’s Choir, Church plays,
BAM Camp (both as a camper and counselor), Compassion Camp, and Youth Group.  I am
currently serving my second year on the Youth Leadership Team for youth group.  My most
impactful moment in my faith journey was during my first Montreat trip, when I looked out at
the lake and nature, and realized I felt the most connected to God than I had in my life.  I am
an avid music lover, any genre, but my favorite artist is Taylor Swift.  I have three cats, I play
guitar and piano, and I’m so excited to further my faith journey with DPC!”

(Continued on next page)



Nominee for Trustee

Bill Turnipseed, a thirty year member of the Church, has served two terms on the Session
during that time,  one term on the Nominations Council, and accompanied church groups to
Honduras through the Honduras Outreach Program for six consecutive years in the early
2000s.  He has three daughters, all of whom were raised in the Church.  He is a practicing
attorney.

Dear DPC Family, 

With continued love for you all in my heart, I want to share an important announcement with you all.  I have accepted
the call to serve as an Associate Pastor at Sardis Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, North Carolina.  My ministry there
will focus on Contemporary Worship and Community Building.  My role will focus heavily on visioning and
implementing creative and meaningful contemporary worship as well as building community with the church’s local
and global mission partners and through small group ministries.  I will begin my call there in October and my last
Sunday with you all at DPC will be September 26th.

I am overwhelmed with a variety of emotions as I share this news with you all.  I am excited about the opportunity to
grow as a pastor, to continue my Doctoral work in a new context and to creatively vision and reimagine with the
congregation in Charlotte the ways we worship, create community and live out God’s mission together.  Nathan and I
are looking forward to being closer to my family in North Carolina and at the same time are grieving moving away
from the family, friends and church home we have here in Atlanta.  Despite this excitement for what is next and for
the call we have sensed in this long discernment process,  I am also extremely sad that my time as one of your pastors
is coming to a close.  I am sure that you all will feel a mix of emotions as you hear this news as well. 

There are so many wonderful moments of ministry and life that we have shared together over the past seven years. 
You all have nurtured me as a newly ordained pastor and offered me space to be creative and find my pastoral voice. 
We have experienced incredible joy and connection as we explored various ways of worship, service and living faith
together.  You all showered us with love (not once, but twice!) when Nathan and I were getting married, and you
threw the most wonderful Zoom baby shower as we prepared to welcome our son Emerson during the middle of the
COVID pandemic.  It was such a joy to stand at the font on Sunday, August 22, and have all three of our other pastors
and our Youth Elder participate in Emerson’s baptism and for our entire church family to proclaim the good news of
God's grace for Emerson as I have done for those I have helped baptize.

We have shared many holy moments together in worship, at the Sycamore House, playing Bingo at Philips Tower and
Clairmont Place and at just about every coffee and ice cream shop between Atlanta and Tucker.  We have encountered
God together on trips to Honduras, CROSS, Montreat, the DPC Retreat center and so many other places.  We have
supported each other in times of great pain and grief and we have overflowed with joy as we celebrated Confirmation
classes, Graduations, Baptisms, Youth Sundays and everyday moments around Decatur.  We have rolled with the
unexpected when grocery carts knocked over the Christ candle in the middle of my first Advent sermon and when on
my 1st and 8th Montreat trips with the youth we handled bus tire issues.  There are too many moments to name that
cause me to give thanks to God for the DPC family and for the ways in which God has and will continue to be at work
among you all. 

Long ago, when I was young high schooler with no clue that I would one day be called into pastoral ministry,
Philippians 1:3-5 became one of my favorite Scripture passages, “I thank my God every time I remember you,
constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the
first day until now.”  DPC family, I will truly always remember you and give thanks to God for you.  Though my
official pastoral relationship with you will change, what will not change is the fact that we will all continue share a
belonging to God our creator who continues to connect us through the love of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy
Spirit. 

The Session has called a congregation meeting for September 26, 2021, for the purpose of voting on a motion to
dissolve my pastoral relationship with Decatur Presbyterian Church.  You are encouraged to take part in this meeting,
and I hope you can join us during the fellowship times that will be offered throughout the month of September to
celebrate of our seven years of shared ministry and life together.

Grace and peace to each of you, Rev. Allysen Schaaf



Policy #03
Ethical Guidelines Between Departing Pastors, Incoming Pastors,

Pastors Succeeding Pastors (both temporary and permanent pastoral positions) and Their Congregations

2.0 STATEMENT OF POLICY
2.01 On and after the effective date of the dissolution of the pastoral relationship between a pastor and a church,

the pastor (a) shall not perform pastoral functions in the church, except when invited by the moderator of
session and clerk of session; and (b) shall not otherwise participate in the life and work of the church
during the interim time and at least one year following the arrival of the new installed or contract
pastor (herein called the ‘transition period’), unless authorized to do so in writing by the Committee
on Ministry.

Holding On and Letting Go
by Sue Westfall

Pastoral transitions (from the first week the pastor announces his/her departure through the first year of the newly
installed pastorate) are some of the most dynamic seasons of a church’s life.  One of the challenges in such a season is
the relationship of the church to the former pastor.  It’s tricky because, while the role changes, the feelings do not. 
The same love, trust and affection remain.  But then there’s Presbytery Policy #3 – “Ethical Guidelines Governing the
Relationship Between Pastors and Their Former Congregations.”

The first thing you need to know about presbytery policy is that something necessitated its creation. In the case of
policy #3, what necessitated the policy were situations where a former pastor - usually for all the good, right, and
loving reasons - could not let go of the pastoral role.  And if the “beloved former pastor” isn’t willing to let go of the
pastoral role, the new pastor can’t fully step into it. It’s just that simple. In these situations, feelings get hurt on all
sides, but the real casualty of a pastor’s unwillingness to let go of the pastoral role (or the congregation’s
unwillingness to let them let go), is the ministry of the church, the new thing to which God is calling the congregation.

Policy #3 is seven pages long, but here’s what it boils down to:
• Give the new pastor every chance to become your beloved pastor.  Invite him to your home.  Ask that she visit

you in the hospital.  Call him in emergencies.  Ask her to baptize your baby.  Give your new pastor every
chance to become your beloved pastor.  He/she is the pastor God has called to minister to you.

• The former pastor is going to have to say no – to requests to visit Aunt Tillie in the hospital, to the invitation to
the deacon’s Christmas party, to the choir’s summer barbecue.  Do not take this personally.  Your former pastor
still loves you.

• The policy is not a total ban on the former pastor’s involvement in weddings, baptisms, funerals, etc., but here
is the absolutely critical key: that involvement must be at the invitation of the session and the new pastor.  If
you want the former pastor to take part in great-grandma’s memorial service, call the current pastor and the
clerk of session and ask if they would be willing to invite the former pastor to participate.

• With communication, healthy boundaries and good will, policy #3 is not a burden, but a useful tool for moving
gracefully through times of pastoral change.

At the end of the service on the last Sunday of a long, fruitful pastorate, one pastor I know walked to the front of the
chancel. Slowly, thoughtfully, he removed his stole, folded it up, placed it on the communion table, and announced, “I
am no longer your pastor.  Now, we get to figure out how to be friends.”  It was a powerful symbol of his laying down
his pastoral role and authority while acknowledging the affection that remained.

Holding on and letting go.  Hold on to the love and gratitude and friendship you have for your former pastor.  Let go
of the expectation that the former pastor still be your pastor or leader of the church.  God has brought you new
leadership and the Spirit is moving!



Scan this code with your smart phone to give online!

Upcoming Events!
We have lots of great things coming up!  Look for more information in your announcement slides and church
emails (if you’re not getting our emails, email dhowell@dpchurch.org!) on these events:

September–Holy Ground Worship (pre-recorded), available on DPC’s YouTube channel

September 28–on this final Tuesday in September, we encourage DPC folks to meet at Legacy Park at 5:30pm
for the Food Trucks.  There is lots of space for people to set out their own chairs and enjoy outdoor fellowship. 
Bring your chair and look for the DPC tent!

October 3–Holy Ground Service, 5 pm, Rev. Alex Rodgers preaching

October 16–Blessing of the Animals Service in the Terrace Garden, 10:30 am to noon

October 29–Trunk-n-Treat, 5 to 7 pm in DPC main parking lot

October–Wednesday Night Fellowship Resumes: (pending Covid numbers) Wednesday Night Supper, Programs,
Choirs!  And a new discussion group led weekly by Dr. Todd Speed and Rev. Alex Rodgers at 5:30 pm called
“Faithful Living”

Upcoming “Follow Me” Sermon Texts
Welcome All...

October 3 Todd Speed Welcoming Others as God Welcomes You Genesis 1:1–2:25
Leviticus 19:33-34

October 10 Alex Rodgers Seeing Christ in Every Person Matthew 25:31-46
October 17 Todd Speed Knowing Your Gifts of Hospitality & Encouraging Others’ Gifts Luke 10:38–42
October 24 Todd Speed Challenging Othering Luke 7:36-50
October 31 Todd Speed Confess Genesis 3:1-24; Psalm 51

Our program year curriculum for 2021-2022 is
“Follow Me–Biblical Practices for Faithful Living”

Follow Me is based on practices Jesus did and taught us to do as faithful followers.
Written for people of all ages who wish to live out their faith, this new curriculum
examines where these practices are found in the Bible and how they have been used in
Christian faith then and now.

In September, 2021, DPC began an exciting new intergenerational curriculum that
will guide our worship and faith formation for the 2021-2022 program year.  The
Follow Me curriculum will have a new emphasis each month, walking through many of the foundational aspects of
faithful Christian discipleship over the course of the next year.  We are very excited about the potential of this new
curriculum to nurture faithful living as we explore core biblical and spiritual practices.  Check out the upcoming
Wednesday Night discussion group led by Todd Speed and Alex Rodgers called Faithful Living when we can resume
Wednesday Fellowship!

DECATUR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
205 Sycamore Street, Decatur, GA 30030  /  www.dpchurch.org  /  404-378-1777


