
CONNECT WITH
GLOBAL MISSION

COWORKERS
SUPPORTED BY DPC

The PC(USA) Global Mission Coworkers and global
mission partners that DPC supports answered our

August, "Tell me more!" conversation questions and
offered these responses.

Mark Adams and
Miriam Escobar,

Border of US/Mexico
HOI, Honduras &

Nicaragua

Candler Broom Jef
Jel Project, Senegal
Jim & Jodi McGill,

Niger
Shelvis and Nancy

Smith-Mather, South
Sudan

Dan & Elizabeth
Turk, Madagascar 



JIM & JODI MCGILL
PCUSA MISSION

COWORKERS IN NIGER

Family Update
Our family shifted from working with the Church of Central Africa, Presbyterian, Synod of
Livingstonia in Malawi and have now completed our first term with the Eglise Evangelique

de la Republique du Niger (EERN).  Michael and Jason remained in the US for school and
work, but they were able to come to visit one Christmas. When PC(USA) called all staff

back to the US in response to the pandemic, Niger had already closed its airport and
borders, so we remained in place in Niger until Jodi and the children were able to return
with a US repatriation flight in April 2020. I remained behind as World Mission together

with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) gave solidarity grants to most of our
partners, and I was able to assist the EERN in working with families to make simple

handwashing stations with soap and a ‘dip tap’ made from plastic bottles.  The community
around where the EERN has established its Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH)

training Centre were the primary beneficiaries of this work, which included discussions of
how to avoid the virus and to keep from spreading it, the distribution of masks, along

with food distribution to families whose livelihoods were disrupted due to the lockdowns.  
I was able to rejoin the family in Mission Haven in September after the airport in Niger

was reopened.  
Since the vaccines have become available, I have signed a new contract with PC(USA) to

continue working with the EERN in Niger. I will still be working with South Sudan, but it is
not a part of my contract agreement as it was previously. Jodi has not re-signed, so

officially ‘retired’ from PC(USA) at the end of May, so that she will stay with the younger
boys to finish their last two years of High School at Decatur High. I returned to Niger in

June, while the family remains in Mission Haven. One exception is that our daughter
Salome is currently attending the American College of Greece within Athens.  



JIM & JODI MCGILL
PCUSA MISSION COWORKERS

IN NIGER

Where are you from? 
 I, like Mark Adams, would trace my roots back to Clover, South Carolina, but Jodi grew up in

California. We lived in Malawi for most of our married lives, raising the family there, but always
returning to Decatur and Mission Haven whenever we come back to the US. I am currently living in

Niamey, the capital city of Niger.
 

Where does it hurt?
It hurts most to be divided as a family. We felt we needed to support the WASH work that the Church
is doing through to a time when it will be more sustainable. We believe that Decatur High is best for

our boys at this time, so we have made the decision to work separately until such time that the
WASH work is working independently.

 
What do you need? 

The Church here is working within a country that is over 98% Muslim. Therefore, the church is very
involved in improving education while improving the physical well-being of the Nigerien people, as a
witness to the love of Christ that people can experience without the fear that inevitably surrounds a
different religion. So the church is extremely active in building schools and improving education, and
working to get clean water to people without, and work with Nigeriens who do not access latrines as

to what might increase latrine use and handwashing. One goal the church has set was to have a
borehole where every pastor is working. Not only does the water break down barriers between the

people, people expect to pay a very reasonable fee that the Church is able to use to support its
pastors in areas where there are no congregations to support them.

 
Where do we go from here? 

I will be happy to introduce those at DPC to some of our Christians here in Niger so that stories and
vision can be shared amongst each other. 

The Africa Mission co-workers just put together a video which may be of interest, a part of which is a
discussion about Niger with Issaka Moussa, our foreign relations secretary for the EERN, and myself.  

Again, we are very appreciative of all of the support over many years. We are happy to share any
time.

 



DAN & ELIZABETH TURK
PCUSA MISSION COWORKERS

IN MADAGASCAR

Family Update
 Son Robert recently finished his Masters’ degree in Counseling and Art Therapy at Adler

University in Chicago IL. He has accepted a job as a counselor in Napersville, IL, to start August 9.
Daughter Frances got her bachelors’ degree in Elementary Education from Rollins College in
December 2020. She taught first grade in Orlando FL from February 2021 until the end of the

school year. She has received a Fulbright grant to teach English for 9 months in Senegal but the
starting date has been pushed back from October 2021 until January 2022. She recently got a

teaching job as an interventionist for 2nd and 3rd grades at a public school in Orlando. 
 

Where are you from? 
This is a complicated question for us. We are both what you call “third culture kids” (TCKs) as we

grew up outside our country of origin and have moved a lot. Here goes! 
Dan: I was born in Atlanta, but my family moved to Asheville, NC when I was 2 and we lived there

until I finished 3rd grade. We were a year in Brussels, Belgium where I survived 4th grade in
French (learn French or fail) while my father studied at the Institute of Tropical Medicine at

Antwerp. That year we traveled by road all the way to Moscow and back. I lived in Kinshasa, Zaire
for 6 years where my parents worked at the capital city’s central hospital. After that it was back
to Asheville where I finished my last 2 years of high school. I moved to Kananga, Zaire for a year
in between my sophomore and junior years at Davidson College and drove trucks; I later lived in
Kananga after college for a couple of years when I taught at an agricultural high school. This is

when I first met Elizabeth. 
Next was Honolulu, HI where I got a Masters in Agronomy and Soil Science from the University of
Hawaii at Manoa; I spent some time in Paia HI (on Maui) where I did research for my MS. Then to

Raleigh, NC where I studied to get a PH.D. in Forestry. 
 I first moved to Madagascar in 1992 where I did research at Ranomafana Ifanadiana and

Elizabeth and I first lived after getting married. After becoming mission specialists with PC(USA),
we lived in Ambositra, Madagascar where we studied Malagasy with a Catholic nun. Decatur, GA
has been home to our family on and off starting in 2001 where we stayed at Mission Haven while

on interpretation assignment. Antananarivo, Madagascar became our home in Madagascar
starting in 2000 after finishing language studies in Ambositra. 



DAN & ELIZABETH TURK
PCUSA MISSION COWORKERS IN

MADAGASCAR

Where are you from? (Continued)
Elizabeth: I was born in Anniston, AL where my father was founding pastor of Good Shepherd Presbyterian
Church. We left Anniston in 1965 and spent one year in Brussels, Belgium where my parents did language

study. 
I lived in Zaire for 2 terms while my parents served as mission co-workers with the Presbyterian Church (US

then USA). During these years, I lived in Moma and Kananga. 
We lived at Mission Haven in Decatur, GA during my 6th grade year then we moved to Chattanooga, TN where
my father was founding pastor of New Hope Presbyterian Church and my mother taught school. I completed
middle school and high school there. This was my home base while I was at Duke University. I moved back to

Zaire after college and served for 2 years as a PC(USA) Volunteer in Mission in Bulape and Kinshasa. That is
when I met Dan. Then off to Marion, IN for 3 years where I got a BS in Nursing. 

Then off to Orlando, FL for 2 years where I worked as a pediatric nurse and public health nurse. 
Chapel Hill, NC was home for 2 years while I got my MPHI first moved to Madagascar in 1993 to Ranomafana

where I worked as a health specialist and as a PC(USA) Volunteer in Mission. 
Raleigh, NC was home for 2 years while Dan finished his studies and our son Robert was born. After this, we

returned to Ambositra, Madagascar. See Dan’s description above for the rest. 
We have been in Orlando, FL (where Elizabeth’s parents live) since April 2020 due to COVID-19 and looking

forward to when we will be able to return to Madagascar. We serve with the Church of Jesus Christ in
Madagascar (FJKM). We both work with programs that have activities in many parts of the island. We live in

the capital Antananarivo. 
 
 

Where does it hurt? 
People are hurting in southern Madagascar where drought and climate change combined with greatly

diminished opportunities for employment due to Covid-19 have led to famine-like conditions. The UN reports
that over half a million children under 5 are on the verge of being acutely malnourished. People are hurting all
over Madagascar due to the Covid-19 restrictions placed on travel and economic activities which has left many

struggling to get by.  
Madagascar’s endemic plants and animals are hurting as more and more natural forest gets cut down to

provide basic needs for agricultural land, food (lemurs and tenrecs), fuelwood, and construction wood. See
“Fighting Poverty and Extinction in Madagascar”. Many people are hurting in Madagascar knowing that
vaccines are not available at this time and that many people did not get vaccinated when vaccines were

available due to rumors and false information.  
We hurt not being able to be with our friends and colleagues in Madagascar; hearing of friends’ deaths in

Madagascar and not being able to comfort people in person. We hurt hearing of the poverty and difficulty. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/07/1096482


DAN & ELIZABETH TURK
PCUSA MISSION COWORKERS IN

MADAGASCAR
What do you need?

We need prayer, especially for the FJKM’s August 11-18 Synoda Lehibe (=General Assembly)
meeting. At that time, new leaders for the FJKM will be elected. Prayers are also needed for the

people suffering from malnutrition in Madagascar, especially in the far South. We need prayer for
a quick and safe return to Madagascar. We would appreciate prayer for Robert and Frances as

they embark in their professional careers and for us as a family once we return to Madagascar as
we will be separated by oceans. 

 
We need to get back to Madagascar. Currently the international airports in Madagascar are closed

to incoming passengers (though some exceptions are being made); PC(USA) has a travel ban in
place that has been extended until the end of 2021. Presbyterian World Mission has a mechanism

in place to get an exception to the travel ban so it is Madagascar’s closure to incoming people that
is most blocking. Hopefully this will change soon but efforts to keep the Delta variant out of the

country is a complicating factor. 
 

We would love for DPC to be more involved with the Madagascar Mission Network. The MMN is a
group of people interested in furthering collaboration with the FJKM. We need others to get

involved in support of mission in Madagascar. 
 

We need people to visit Madagascar. Please come to see the collaboration between PC(USA) and
the FJKM as reflected in the ministries that we are involved with. Come see how the FJKM

embodies wholistic mission. Please come see the difference you are making with your brothers
and sisters in Christ in Madagascar. 

 
We need financial support. We are very grateful for the support of Decatur PC. Special needs now
are funds to set up new fruit tree nurseries and do trainings for farmers in how to grow and graft
mangos and other fruit trees, to help the FJKM health program get needed COVID supplies, and to

fund Pastor Mamisoa Rakotomalala’s doctoral studies at Columbia Seminary.
 

Where do we go from here? 
An opportunity to learn more about the work that Elizabeth and I are involved with in partnership

with the FJKM will take place on Thursday, 19 August at 7:00 pm via Zoom. Please get in touch
(dan.turk@pcusa.org; elizabeth.turk@pcusa.org) for more information and to get registration

information (registration is free). This is sponsored by the Madagascar Mission Network. 
 

Please sign up to get updates about our work directly via email. Sign up can be done at this site,
where our newsletters and updates are also posted. 

 
We would love to do special projects with VBS or youth or SS or PW where they could be linked

with a specific part of our work with the FJKM. They could raise some funds, pray for the work and
maybe visit it one day. 

 



SHELVIS & NANCY SMITH-
MATHER

PCUSA MISSION COWORKERS
IN SOUTH SUDAN

Where are you from? 
We are both from Atlanta. We have also called Decatur, Kenya, South Sudan, Uganda and

England home. When the pandemic hit, and we came back to the US from England, there was
limited housing available at Mission Haven, so after a 2 month stay (which was a blessing),
we moved to stay with family in Charleston, and then spent the following academic year in

the Mission House at James Island Presbyterian Church. When the Mission House was needed
for summer teams, we moved out and found a place to stay in North Charleston.

 
Where does it hurt?

On a personal level, I think the numerous transitions have taken a toll on our family. Starting
with our departure from Uganda in May 2019, we have now moved into 8 homes in a period of

26 months. While we remain grateful to have always been given a place to stay, the moves
serve as a physical reminder of the challenge internally of continuous change for our family. 

 
For our friends and partners in South Sudan and Uganda, their transitions also bring pain. Our

South Sudanese neighbors, friends and colleagues who moved into refugee camps with the
2016 surge of civil war, have faced the difficulty of choosing between safety and food for

their families, as the funding for the World Food Program has continued to reduce. So, some
remain in the camps (on half of the food that is considered adequate), and others return to

South Sudan, hoping to farm and not be caught by cycles of violence and insecurity.
 

COVID-19 makes all of those transitions more tricky. Friends in Uganda just completed a 42
day lockdown on Friday, July 29.

 
 



SHELVIS & NANCY SMITH-
MATHER

PCUSA MISSION COWORKERS
IN SOUTH SUDAN

What do you need? 
Prayer is always a blessing.

 
Where do we go from here?

Maybe continuing to think through the
difficult/complex dynamics that cause insecurity and

displacement of people. Then prayerfully seeking
ways to address some of the causes and extend

hospitality in the present, for those who are
displaced both near and far. (I know DPC already does
this in many ways! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you for inviting us into this conversation and

for your partnership in ministry



MARK ADAMS & MIRIAM ESCOBAR
PCUSA MISSION COWORKERS AT

THE BORDER OF THE US & MEXICO 

Based on  their Spring 2021 Newsletter: 
 

Where does it hurt? 
During the Spring of 2021, Mark and Miriam and their mission

colleagues added 25 crosses at their weekly Healing Our Borders
Prayer Vigil. Each cross represents the life of someone who left

their home  country and because of poverty, violence or the
desire to be reunited with family, who was not welcomed in the

US and died in Cochise County. 
 

Also, two important people to Mark died this April, his father and
a dead mentor, Father Bob. 

 
Where do we go from here?

Currently DPC supports Mark and Miriam's ministry and also
orders coffee that will be brewed each Sunday from Cafe Justo, a

coffee grower cooperative that gives incentives for people to
stay and farm on their own lands and that sells coffee at a price

that is fair and just.  



JEF JEL PROJECT
SENEGAL

Recent Update: 
We will now be partnering with MedShare and shipping

two 40ft containers with approximately $500,000 in
medical supplies and equipment to our local medical

clinics in the Kaolack Region of rural Senegal. This will put
these needed items much closer to people who live long

distances from the Main Hospital in Kaolack.
Our thanks also to the gracious family that is making this

possible! We continue to be amazed at the wonderful
people who support Jef Jel and the people in rural Senegal

who so need these supplies.



Recent Update Continued: 
The Jef Jel Project also were able to enlarge our Micro Finance

Program to the neighboring city of Latmingue. This provided funding
for 6 more groups of ladies to operate their small businesses and

earn needed income for their families.
We were also able to supply needed items to our Villages to protect

them from Covid. We were also able to buy and plant 50 Cashew trees
in the Village. Cashews are a very good cash crop and grow rapidly.
We are off to a good start in 2021. We have reopened our PreSchool
which is so important to our Mission. Our school provides our kids

with a tremendous head start into the local school system. 
We also just met another Challenge Grant from The Pittlouch

Foundation which will send 2 more 40ft containers to the smaller
rural Clinics in our area putting medical supplies much closer to the

people.
Because of Covid we have been unable to travel to Senegal but are
planning a trip this coming January . It’s important for us to keep

contact with our people as often as possible. Our major focus for the
coming year will be to update and improve our local Medical Clinic.
This is a necessity to meet the growing population in our area. Our
budget for this important project is $100k. This is by far our most

ambitious project to date. 
 

JEF JEL PROJECT
SENEGAL



HONDURAS OUTREACH
INTERNATIONAL

HOI focuses on five areas of community growth – Spiritual
Life, Economic/Agriculture Development, Health, Education,

and Community Development.
These five pillars create and empower our community model
to help each main focus grow from the positive impacts we

bring.
Where are you from? 

HOI currently collaborates with communities in the Agalta
Valley and on the southern coast of Honduras as well as in

Nicaragua and Puerto Rico. 
 

What do you need?
This month, a team of seven engineering students from
Lipscomb University served with HOI on an innovative

project. The team installed solar panels to supply electricity
to surrounding communities. These solar panels are a

sustainable, cost-conscious solution to pressing
infrastructure needs across the region. 

 
Where do we go from here? 

DPC hopes to travel to Honduras in July 2022 with high
school youth and adults to continue our support of the

community development initiatives with HOI. 
 


