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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

October 3, 2021 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:30 a.m.

W orld Communion Sunday

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

This week, we warmly welcome members of our choir to sit in the balcony and sing together with masks.
The balcony will be reserved for the choir only and all other worshipers are invited to sit downstairs.

Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and Philips Foyer.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY Arioso J. H. Fiocco
Barbara Cook, oboe

WELCOME Rev. Alex Rodgers
Pastor: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Pastor: Remembering God’s abundant welcome for us in creation,
People: Friend or stranger, enter and welcome.
Pastor: Let us worship God together.

*HYMN 529 Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether Union Seminary

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Rodgers

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Creator God, you breathed, and this world and all that is in it came into being.  You called it good, very

good.  You welcomed us to this home and called us very good.  Forgive us when we treat your creation like a
doormat, dirty and forgotten.  Forgive us when we close the doors and shutter the windows of our homes,
our places of business, and our very lives to those equally your very good creation.  Forgive us when we
forget that we are also very good and will always be welcomed by you.  Create in us a renewed spirit of
welcome for the world, for others, and for ourselves.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT  Rev. Emily Wilmesherr

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Dr. Todd Speed

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 1-2 (selected verses)
(pew Bible, page 1, OT)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
SERMON “Welcome All:  God Welcomes All” Dr. Speed



RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    (The Nicene Creed (Ecumenical) Oladotun Akinnubi
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his Kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who,
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

The Nicene Creed was developed by the early Church largely in response to the teachings of Arius.  Arianism taught that Jesus was not truly
divine and of a different "substance" than God, which challenged the developing doctrine of the Trinity in the early church.  The emperor
Constantine, newly converted to Christianity, called a Church Council at Nicæa in AD 325 to bring some unity to the church amid developing
controversies and false teachings.  The Council at Nicæa adopted an early form of the creed, although the basic present form emerged from
the Council of Constantinople in AD 381.  It was officially adopted by the Council of Chalcedon in AD 451.  The Nicene Creed is the most
ecumenical  of creeds. On this World Communion Sunday, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  joins with Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic,
and most Protestant churches in affirming it. 

ANTHEM Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing arranged by James Mulholland
Chancel Choir

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs
of loudest praise.  Teach me some melodious sonnet, Sung by flaming tongues above; Praise the mount! I’m fixed
upon it, Mount of God’s unchanging love!  Here I raise my Ebenezer, Hither by Thy help I’m come; And I hope, by
Thy good pleasure, Safely to arrive at home.  Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wandering from the fold of God; He,
to rescue me from danger, Interposed His precious blood.  O to grace how great a debtor Daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, Bind my wandering heart to Thee: Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, Prone to leave the
God I love; Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above! [Robert Robinson]

OFFERING and PRAYER OF DEDICATION (scan QR code on back of bulletin to give online) Oladotun Akinnubi

*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

  CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
    Hymn of Invitation 507: Come to the Table of Grace Table of Grace

Ginny Corradino, soprano

(soloist sings first, congregation joins on repeat)
Come to the table of grace.  Come to the table of grace.

This is God’s table; it’s not yours or mine.
Come to the table of grace.

    Invitation to the Table
    Responding with Thanksgiving Dr. Speed

Leader: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the LORD.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the LORD our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader: All honor and praise and glory be to God.
People: The LORD’s name be praised forever.

  Prayer of Thanksgiving Rev. Rodgers
Sanctus 552 (choir and congregation) arr. Richard Proulx
Holy, Holy, Holy LORD God of power and might:  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest.



The LORD’S Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

  Breaking the Bread and Pouring the Cup Dr. Speed, Rev. Rodgers
Agnus Dei (choir and congregation) arr. Richard Proulx
O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us Lamb of God, and grant us Your
peace.

The Sharing of the Joyful Feast with the Community of Faith

The ushers will direct you to come forward to receive your communion elements.  Raise your hand if you are unable to
come forward and we will bring the elements to you.  As a symbol of our communal and corporate faith, we will hold the
cup and drink together.

  Communion Music Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing arranged by Duane Funderburk
Barbara Cook, oboe

  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Rev. Rodgers

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 769 For Everyone Born For Everyone Born

*BENEDICTION Dr. Speed

*CHORAL RESPONSE Deep Peace Ron Alexander/John Bell
 Chancel Choir

Deep peace of the running wave to you; Deep peace of the flowing air to you; Deep peace of the quiet earth to you; Deep peace
of the shining stars to you; Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you. [ancient Gaelic rune]

*POSTLUDE Toccata in F Major Dietrich Buxtehude

^   ^   ^

Please exit through the doors at the back of the sanctuary, greeting each other outside on the lawn.
During the postlude, some people sit or stand quietly and listen to the music.

Others find it helpful to connect with those around them or greet visitors as they leave.
Please feel free to end this time of worship in whatever way is meaningful to you.

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of
Margaret “Peggy” Penn Weitnauer

by
John Weitnauer, Kit Weitnauer, Penn Clark, David Weitnauer, and Meg Newsome

�   �   �

          The flowers in the Narthex last Sunday were given to the glory of God
          in loving memory of

          Kelly Marie McMahon
          by her parents and sister, Kevin, Teri, and Becky McMahon

          dedication was left out of the bulletin last week
          –see photo of the flowers in Narthex

^   ^   ^

Deacons’ Fund Offering
On communion Sundays we collect an offering for a fund available to help members of our church family

in times of financial crisis.  Envelopes are available in the pew pockets.



Scan this code with your smart phone to give online!

Staff Anniversary
R. G. Evans celebrates 6 years with Decatur Presbyterian Church in October.

He serves as our part time Physical Plant Manager.  We are so tankful you are here!

^   ^   ^

Nominations Needed for Members to Serve on the Nominations Council
Look for the yellow forms around the church to nominate members to serve on the Nominations Council.

You may also find the form online on our website.  Nominations will be accepted until October 17.

^   ^   ^

Upcoming Events!
We have lots of great things coming up!  Look for more information in your announcement slides and church
emails (if you’re not getting our emails, email dhowell@dpchurch.org!) on these events:

October–DEAM Pantry Collection.  Bring unexpired non-perishables all month to restock the DEAM food pantry!

October 3–Holy Ground Service, 5 pm, Rev. Alex Rodgers preaching, Scott Chapel

October 16–Blessing of the Animals Service in the Terrace Garden, 10:30 am to noon

October 29–Trunk-n-Treat, 5 to 7 pm in DPC main parking lot

October–Wednesday Night Resumes: (pending Covid numbers) Programs and Choirs!  And a new discussion
group led weekly by Dr. Todd Speed and Rev. Alex Rodgers at 5:30 pm called “Faithful Living”

Upcoming “Follow Me” Sermon Texts
Welcome All...

October 10 Alex Rodgers Seeing Christ in Every Person Matthew 25:31-46
October 17 Todd Speed Knowing Your Gifts of Hospitality & Encouraging Others’ Gifts Luke 10:38–42
October 24 Todd Speed Challenging ‘Othering’ Luke 7:36-50
October 31 Todd Speed Confess Genesis 3:1-24; Psalm 51

Our program year curriculum for 2021-2022 is
“Follow Me–Biblical Practices for Faithful Living”

Follow Me is based on practices Jesus did and taught us to do as faithful followers. Written for
people of all ages who wish to live out their faith, this new curriculum examines where these
practices are found in the Bible and how they have been used in Christian faith then and now.

“Follow Me” is an exciting new inter-generational curriculum that will guide our worship and faith formation for the
2021-2022 program year.  The Follow Me curriculum will have a new emphasis each month, walking through many of
the foundational aspects of faithful Christian discipleship over the course of the next year.  We are very excited about
the potential of this new curriculum to nurture faithful living as we explore core biblical and spiritual practices.  Check
out the upcoming Wednesday Night discussion group led by Todd Speed and Alex Rodgers called Faithful Living when
we can resume Wednesday Fellowship!
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