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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

October 10, 2021 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

ORGAN VOLUNTARY Chorale Prelude on Ebenezer Paul Manz

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Alex Rodgers

Pastor: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP  Lacy Bedol, Suzahn Huffman-Donaldson, Anne and Nathaniel
Blessed are those who serve the poor, they will be called the children of God.
Blessed are those who share the wealth, they will be called the children of God.
Blessed are those who work for good, they will be called the children of God.
Blessed are those who open doors, they will be called the children of God.
Blessed are those who break down walls, they will be called the children of God.
Blessed are those who challenge hate, they will be called the children of God.
Blessed are those who live their faith, they will be called the children of God.
Blessed are those who speak the truth, they will be called the children of God.
Blessed are those who show Christ’s love, they will be called the children of God.

(“Worship in a Matthew 25 Church: Resources for Congregations and Presbyteries”
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) , Office of Theology and Worship)

*HYMN 320 The Church of Christ in Every Age

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Emily Wilmesherr

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord Jesus, Judge of the nations: We confess that we have not seen your face among our neighbors in

need.  We have not shared our food with the hungry; we have not offered clothes to the destitute or shelter
to the homeless.  We have not welcomed the stranger, nor have we visited prisoners.  We have not paid
attention to these, your sisters and brothers, and, in our neglect, we have failed to serve you.

LORD, forgive us; open our eyes to recognize your beloved family, and give us the blessing of sincere
repentance that we may know the joy of eternal life with you and all the saints in this world and in the
world to come.  Amen.

—Feasting on the Word Worship Companion-A2, p. 261

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT  Rev. Wilmesherr

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Rodgers

NEW TESTAMENT READING Matthew 25:31–46
(pew Bible, page 29, NT)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.



Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
SERMON “Welcome All: Seeing Christ in Every Person” Rev. Alex Rodgers

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Josie Harris
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good

news to the poor and release to the captives.  We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In
sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image to live as one
community.  We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit justifies
us by grace through faith and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the
love of God in Jesus Christ our LORD.

From Worship in a Matthew 25 Church, Resources for Congregations and Presbyteries

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Wilmesherr
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

ANTHEM Aria (from MESSIAH) G. F. Handel
Allison Melton, mezzo soprano

He shall feed His flock like a shepherd, and He shall gather the lambs in His arm, and carry them in His
bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

Ginny Corradino, soprano

Come unto Him, all ye that labor, that are heavy-laden, and He will give you rest.  Take His yoke upon you,
and learn of Him, for He is meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

OFFERING and PRAYER OF DEDICATION (scan QR code on back of bulletin to give online)

*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 450 Be Thou My Vision

*BENEDICTION Rev. Rodgers

*POSTLUDE Postlude on Cwm Rhondda Paul Manz

^   ^   ^

Please exit through the doors at the back of the sanctuary, greeting each other outside on the lawn.
During the postlude, some people sit or stand quietly and listen to the music.

Others find it helpful to connect with those around them or greet visitors as they leave.
Please feel free to end this time of worship in whatever way is meaningful to you.

^   ^   ^

Today’s Musicians
Ginny Corradino, soprano

Allison Melton, mezzo soprano
Mark Lester, tenor
R. G. Evans, bass

Matthew McMahan, choirmaster & organist

^   ^   ^



Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of
Catherine and “Hooley” Wilburn, parents

Joe and Tommy Wilburn, brothers
George W. Carter, husband

by
Catherine Carter

^   ^   ^

You are invited to stop in the Philips Foyer today after this morning’s worship service to tie a
knot–which represents a prayer–on a prayer quilt.  The quilt is for Paul Sherer.  Please come
add your prayer for this member of our church family.

^   ^   ^

Staff Anniversary
R. G. Evans celebrates 6 years with Decatur Presbyterian Church in October.

He serves as our part time Physical Plant Manager.  We are so tankful you are here!

^   ^   ^

Nominations Needed for Members to Serve on the Nominations Council
Look for the yellow forms around the church to nominate members to serve on the Nominations Council.

You may also find the form online on our website.  Nominations will be accepted until the end of October.

^   ^   ^

Welcome New Staff Member!
Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV grew up a Presbyterian in Durham, North Carolina.  He

attended UNC-Greensboro for undergraduate, earning a business degree in Economics with a
minor in Mathematics.  He then shifted academic gears and attended Columbia Theological
Seminary earning his Masters of Divinity in 2008.  He served his first call for 10 years in
Phoenix, AZ as the Associate Pastor for Youth & Community Outreach.  Most recently He was
the Associate Pastor for Youth & Families in Rockdale County, serving three separate
Presbyterian congregations in the Conyers area. 

Rev. Fletcher has been quite active in the denomination serving on multiple presbytery
councils and General Assembly Committees.  He is currently the Treasurer for the Presbyterian

Youth Workers’ Association, and he has served on leadership teams for youth conferences at Montreat, Ghost Ranch,
and Triennium, Keynoted a couple of times, and been a small group leader more times than he can remember.  He has
been involved in interfaith social justice work and once shared the stage with the mayor of Phoenix as part of a
summit on homelessness. 

His favorite thing about ministry is walking alongside  young people as they grow up and grow in their faith.  He
loves to plan and lead mission trips, having been on more than 50, and helped to build more than 30 houses.  He likes
to organize things via spreadsheets, and make up ridiculous youth group games where the rules are constantly
changing.  Most of the youth think that he does this for his own amusement. 

He has been married to Natalia Winberry, for 7 years, and they have one
daughter, Eleanor.  They live in the Kirkwood neighborhood just outside of
Decatur.  His favorite Scripture verse is Micah 6:8.  He prefers the mountains to
the beach, and his favorite food is pie (savory or sweet).  He enjoys hiking,
camping, and is an avid Duke Basketball fan.  Tully will begin November 1 as our
Transitional Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families.



Scan this code with your smart phone to give online!

Upcoming Events!
We have lots of great things coming up!  Look for more information in your announcement slides and church
emails (if you’re not getting our emails, email dhowell@dpchurch.org!) on these events:

October–DEAM Pantry Collection.  Bring unexpired non-perishables all month to restock the DEAM food pantry!

October 16–Blessing of the Animals Service in the Terrace Garden, 10:30 am to noon

October 16–Middle School Fall Retreat at Calvin Center, day retreat, outside, meet at DPC to take the bus, $55

October 24–New Church Development Commission at Wild Heaven Brewery.  Mention NCDC when you order
from 1 to 8 pm and 10% goes to support New Church Development.  Raffle and more!

October 24–DPC Youth Escape Woods, meet at 3:45 pm, buses depart at 4pm.  Sign up online, cost $40

October 29–Trunk-n-Treat, 5 to 7 pm in DPC main parking lot

November 3–Wednesday Night Resumes:  Programs and Choirs!  And a new discussion group led weekly by Dr.
Todd Speed and Rev. Alex Rodgers called “Faithful Living”  (No food served at this time)

November 13–Family Fun Day, 10:30 am to noon, Sycamore House parking lot, games, Bible story, activities

Upcoming “Follow Me” Sermon Texts
Welcome All...

October 17 Todd Speed Knowing Your Gifts of Hospitality & Encouraging Others’ Gifts Luke 10:38–42
October 24 Todd Speed Challenging ‘Othering’ Luke 7:36-50

Confess...
October 31 Todd Speed Confess Genesis 3:1-24; Psalm 51
November 7 Todd Speed Repent: As Individuals Luke 3:3-14
November 14 Todd Speed Repent: As Communities Isaiah 58, Micah 6:8, Matthew 25:31–46

Our program year curriculum for 2021-2022 is
“Follow Me–Biblical Practices for Faithful Living”

Follow Me is based on practices Jesus did and taught us to do as faithful followers. Written for
people of all ages who wish to live out their faith, this new curriculum examines where these
practices are found in the Bible and how they have been used in Christian faith then and now.

“Follow Me” is an exciting new inter-generational curriculum that will guide our worship and faith formation for the
2021-2022 program year.  The Follow Me curriculum will have a new emphasis each month, walking through many of
the foundational aspects of faithful Christian discipleship over the course of the next year.  We are very excited about
the potential of this new curriculum to nurture faithful living as we explore core biblical and spiritual practices. 
Check out the upcoming Wednesday Night discussion group led by Todd Speed and Alex Rodgers called Faithful
Living when we can resume Wednesday Fellowship!
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