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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

Reformation Sunday
October 31, 2021 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:30 a.m.

Celebrating the Scottish Foundation of the Presbyterian Church

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

All who are able are encouraged to gather in the Terrace Garden by 10:15 am to process in to worship together.

Today we celebrate the Reformation with a special emphasis on the Scottish roots of the Presbyterian tradition. 
The Reformation was begun in Germany in 1517 by Martin Luther who insisted on grace and faith in Jesus Christ
alone as the heart of Christian faith.  Others coming along later brought various nuances to this way of being
Christian, including John Calvin, the founder of the Presbyterian branch of Protestantism.  From Calvin’s Geneva,
Protestantism spread to Scotland, where John Knox and others wrote the Scots Confession in 1560, marking the
beginning of the Presbyterian tradition which later spread to the United States and other places around the world.

PROCESSIONAL Highland Cathedral  Traditional Scottish
Henry Frantz, piper; Matthew McMahan, organist arr. M. McMahan

Procession of the Bible
Procession of the Tartans

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Emily Wilmesherr
Leader: Thank you, O LORD, for your self-revealed Word which has ordained a rich heritage of faith and

sacrifice from our ancestors, from Adam to Noah, from Noah to Abraham, from Abraham to David, so
onwards to the incarnation of Jesus Christ, to the establishment of his church: our brothers and sisters in
Christ throughout the world.  Never let us forget that a heritage of faith is a responsibility, not a treasure
to be hoarded.

People: Bless us that we may be a blessing, O LORD.
Leader: Thank you, O LORD, for the blessing of family; the warmth, comfort, and security of family love.  Never

let us forget that our family love is a gift to be shared, that the stranger may be as welcome as the
brother or sister.

People: Bless us that we may be a blessing, O LORD.
Leader: We praise you, O LORD, for those who have lived and died in Christ that we might have the freedom to

dwell in a community of faith.  Never let us forget that the days of sacrifice are not yet over, that we too,
have lives to live in faith, as we confront falsehood with truth, despair with hope, fear with love.

People: Bless us that we may be a blessing, O LORD.
Leader: On behalf of all families and nations who seek to worship in freedom, we raise these tartans before

Almighty God!
People: In gratitude for our heritage, we pray God’s blessing on God’s servant people in every land.

*BLESSING OF THE TARTANS
Almighty God, may our worship be offered in the Holy name of Jesus, may the presence of the Holy Spirit be

with us in this time and may all that we have to offer to you be pleasing in your sight.  We dedicate these tartans to
you as symbols of the steadfast faith of the Scottish Christians from whom the Presbyterian tradition was born.  We
praise you for their ingenuity and integrity; for their respect of truth and justice; for their rejection of hypocrisy; and
for their regard of freedom, life, and the equality of all people.  Grant us, O God, the ability to remain true to the
faith of those who have gone before us and use us to bring peace and goodwill on earth and to advance equality and
justice throughout the world.  In the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, the LORD.  Amen.



* HYMN 275 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Ein’ Feste Burg

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Wilmesherr
Pastor: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Alex Rodgers

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (unison)

God preserved, instructed, multiplied, honored, adorned and called from death to life, God’s Kirk in all
ages.  By God’s grace alone, the church is called to live out God’s promises in the world.  LORD, we confess
that we have not always chosen what will bring life to the church, and that we have worked as if the church
depended on humans alone and not on God’s grace.

Forgive us, LORD, and renew our trust in you again so that we may live according to your grace and
mercy.  Amen. (Inspired by THE SCOTS CONFESSION, 1560)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT    Youth Poinsettia Sale Walter Beaubien and George Christy

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Dr. Speed

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS Psalm 51 (selected verses)
(pew Bible page 520, OT)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
SERMON “Confess: Reformed and Always Being Reformed” Dr. Speed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Rev. Wilmesherr
(from THE SCOTS CONFESSION, 1560 c.e., chapters 16 & 18)

We confess and acknowledge one God alone...whom alone we must serve, whom only we must worship,
and in whom alone we put our trust...As we believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, so we firmly
believe that from the beginning there has been, now is, and to the end of the world shall be, one Kirk...who
rightly worship and embrace him by true faith in Christ Jesus, who is the only Head of the Kirk...This Kirk
is catholic, that is, universal, because it contains the chosen of all ages, of all realms, nations, and
tongues...The notes of true Kirk, we believe, confess and avow to be:  first, the true preaching of the Word of
God;...secondly, the right administration of the sacraments;...and lastly, ecclesiastical discipline uprightly
ministered.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Rodgers
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.



ANTHEM Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation Dale Wood
Chancel Choir

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the Head and Cornerstone; Chosen of the LORD, and precious, Binding all the
Church in one; Holy Zion’s help forever, And her confidence alone.  To this temple where we call Thee, Come, O LORD of
hosts, today; With Thy wonted loving-kindness Hear Thy servants as they pray, And Thy fullest benediction Shed within its
walls always.  Laud and honor to the Father, Laud and honor to the Son, Laud and honor to the Spirit, Ever Three and ever
One:  One in might, and One in glory, While unending ages run. 

  [7th c. latin hymn, translated by John Mason Neale]

‘ALL IN’ STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN Walt Drake
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS (scan QR Code on back of bulletin to give online!)

*DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound Amazing Grace CM
Henry Frantz, piper; Matthew McMahan, organ

*BENEDICTION Dr. Speed

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY  Scotland the Brave Traditional Scottish Folk Song
Procession of the Bible
Procession of the Tartans

All are invited to process out to the Terrace Garden to enjoy a light reception as we continue the celebration today.

ORGAN POSTLUDE Toccata in D Minor Gordon Balch Nevin

^   ^   ^

Today’s Musicians
The DPC Chancel Choir; Matthew McMahan, choirmaster & organist

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of

Dr. and Mrs. David E. Wilkinson

and

Mr. and Mrs. Milton C. Scott

by

Patsy and David Wilkinson and family

^   ^   ^

Daylight Saving Time Ends Next Week!
Remember to set your clocks back an hour before heading to bed Saturday night,
November 6.  ‘Fall back’ for an extra hour of sleep!



The Decatur Presbyterian Church Tartan
The DPC Tartan is designed with liturgical colors:

Green for Ordinary Time; Red for Pentecost; Blue for Advent and Lent; Black for Ash Wednesday/Good
Friday; White for Easter and Christmas; Gold is for the love of God.

All are welcome to wear the DPC tartan and be included in this family of faith.  DPC member Aaron McClennen
designed and registered the tartan with the Scottish Registry of Tartans.

^   ^   ^
On August 17, 1560, Reformer John Knox and five of his colleagues presented the first Reformed confession of faith
written in the English language to the Parliament of Scotland.  “The Scots Confession,” as it is now known, united
all of Scotland in its politics and in the church.  From that day on, the nation was united under a Protestant Flag,
emblazoned with the Cross of St. Andrew.  This was the birth of the Church of Scotland, a church governed by
elders, which became the parent of Presbyterian churches around the world.

^   ^   ^

The History of Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan
The ceremony of Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan is of American origin, though based on Scottish history and legend.  After Bonnie Prince Charlie’s Scottish forces were

defeated by the English at the Battle of Culloden in 1746, Scotland once again came under British rule.  To control the Scots, a special act was passed that forbade the
carrying of arms and the wearing of kilts, plaid, or any tartan which represented Scottish heritage.  Orders were given for British troops to kill upon sight any person
dressed in Highland garb or displaying the tartan.
As the Legend Goes. . .

This act prompted the stubborn Scots secretly to carry a piece of their tartan with them as they went to the Kirk.  The minister then slipped a blessing (a Kirkin’)
into the service for the tartans.  The prohibition against tartan lasted for nearly 50 years.  At the repeal of the act, the Church of Scotland celebrated with a Service of
Family Covenant, at which time the tartan of each family was offered as a covenant expression for the Lord’s blessing.
The First Kirkin’

The Saint Andrew’s Society of Washington, D.C. held the first Kirkin’ during the early years of World War II.  The late Dr. Peter Marshall, an eloquent Scot, then
Chaplain of the U.S. Senate and Pastor of New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, led the service in 1943, choosing “Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan” for the title of his sermon. 
He had preached many sermons in support of the British War Relief and the Scottish Clans Evacuation Plan.  His sermons were so popular that a request was made
for their publication, with the proceeds from the sales designated for war relief programs.  As the war continued, the D.C. Saint Andrew’s Society continued to hold
services of unified prayer for the subjects of the British Isles.  These became known as Kirkin’s.
The Service

The worship service is of traditional content, using much of the Church of Scotland form.  Central to its theme is the presentation of various tartans—through
the carrying of flags and the wearing of tartans—for a blessing.  Clans provided protection and economic, political, and social support.  The tartan is a symbol of
love and togetherness.  The Kirkin’ is intended to encourage all participants to reflect with thanksgiving on their own family and ethnic heritage and to celebrate
God’s grace poured out for all generations.  DPC has created its own tartan to include all who are part of the church community.
The Beadle

A kilted Beadle leads the worship procession carrying the Bible to the front of the sanctuary and the pulpit.  Reminiscent of an old custom of the Church of
Scotland, this tradition highlights the Bible as the Word of our Lord and the center of our faith.  The term beadle comes from the Latin term bedellus, a word
referring to a messenger or summoner of parties to court, which in this case was the Session.  The term bedellus was too cumbersome for the Scots, and over time it
slid down to beadle.
The Evolution of the Kilt

No doubt the most identifiable garment worn by the Scots is the kilt, regardless of the fabric.  The kilt of modern times is made with several yards of tartan,
pleated together in the back, left unpleated in the front, and designed like a wrap-around skirt.  Kilts used to be made to cover the upper body as well, sometimes
including the head.
The Claymore Sword

The Claymore Sword was the mighty weapon of the Scots.  It represents earthly power.  In today’s service, the Claymore is used as a processional cross.  Its blade
pointed down, and its hilt, in the form of a cross, is held high to the glory of God.  We symbolically and ultimately yield our power on earth to the love and peace of
Jesus Christ.

....the sword is the Spirit and the word of God.   Ephesians 6:17



Tully Fletcher will begin November 1 as our Transitional Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families!
Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV grew up a Presbyterian in Durham, North Carolina.  He attended
UNC-Greensboro for undergraduate, earning a business degree in Economics with a minor in
Mathematics.  He then shifted academic gears and attended Columbia Theological Seminary
earning his Masters of Divinity in 2008.  He served his first call for 10 years in Phoenix, AZ as
the Associate Pastor for Youth & Community Outreach.  Most recently He was the Associate
Pastor for Youth & Families in Rockdale County, serving three separate Presbyterian
congregations in the Conyers area. 

Rev. Fletcher has been quite active in the denomination serving on multiple presbytery
councils and General Assembly Committees.  He is currently the Treasurer for the Presbyterian
Youth Workers’ Association, and he has served on leadership teams for youth conferences at

Montreat, Ghost Ranch, and Triennium, Keynoted a couple of times, and been a small group leader more times than
he can remember.  He has been involved in interfaith social justice work and once shared the stage with the mayor of
Phoenix as part of a summit on homelessness. 

His favorite thing about ministry is walking alongside  young people as
they grow up and grow in their faith.  He loves to plan and lead mission
trips, having been on more than 50, and helped to build more than 30
houses.  He likes to organize things via spreadsheets, and make up
ridiculous youth group games where the rules are constantly changing. 
Most of the youth think that he does this for his own amusement. 

He has been married to Natalia Winberry, for 7 years, and they have one
daughter, Eleanor.  They live in the Kirkwood neighborhood just outside
of Decatur.  His favorite Scripture verse is Micah 6:8.  He prefers the
mountains to the beach, and his favorite food is pie (savory or sweet).  He
enjoys hiking, camping, and is an avid Duke Basketball fan. 

^   ^   ^

Nominations Needed for Members to Serve on the Nominations Council
Look for the yellow forms around the church to nominate members to serve on the Nominations Council.

You may also find the form online on our website.  Nominations will be accepted through today!

^   ^   ^

Holy Ground Worship on November 7
You're invited to Holy Ground worship!  Sunday, November 7, at 5:00 pm in the Keith Parlor.  Enter at the door
under the burgundy awning facing Church Street.  Whether you come to church often or ever or haven’t been in a long
time, we’d love to see you.  All are welcome.  Come as you are!  Invite a friend!

What is Holy Ground worship?
Holy Ground is DPC’s informal worship service that happens on the first Sunday of each month.  Worship is from
5:00pm-5:45pm in the parlor.

How do I get to Holy Ground?
Come to the DPC parlor! DPC’s parlor is located right inside of the Church Street entrance.  So, wear a mask, use
the double doors under the burgundy awning and find a seat.

Who leads Holy Ground worship?
The Holy Ground band provides the contemporary music. Rev. Alex Rodgers will be preaching.



Youth Poinsettia Fundraiser
The DPC Youth Group is selling 6.5 inch poinsettia plants for their fundraiser to support their
summer trips for 2022.  The red or white poinsettias are $15 each and will be available for drive

thru pick up on Saturday, December 4.  Not interested in a poinsettia plant?  You can simply donate to
the youth Summer Trip Fund!  Visit the “GIVING” tab at www.dpchurch.org.  When you are there,

designate the amount of your donation in “SPECIAL GIFTS”.  When you click to the next page, you will
have an option to make a note.  PLEASE NOTE: YOUTH SUMMER TRIPS so that 
it gets designated correctly.  You can also drop a check off to the office or mail a check

to the church at any time.
Watch for church emails with the link–or scan the QR code here–to reserve and purchase your
poinsettia(s), use the forms at the Reception Desk, or see a youth in the Narthex October 31 or 
November 7.  The youth are currently planning to go to Honduras, Montreat, and CROSS for 
summer 2022.  The deadline to place your poinsettia order is Friday, November 12.

^   ^   ^

Angel Tree 2021
Every child of God-belonging, engaging, being transformed

This year DPC’s Angel Tree will again provide gifts for low-income children and senior adults
in Decatur.  or the second year, due to the pandemic, Angel Tree will receive only monetary
donations given to A Season of Giving/ Christmas Decatur, a project of Legacy Decatur, a
501(c)(3) foundation. Traditionally the purchased gifts from individuals, community groups,
neighborhoods and places of worship, such as Decatur Presbyterian Church, have generated an
average value of nearly $90,000. The value of gifts for each recipient has averaged $125. A
donation in any amount is greatly appreciated. 
To make your donation online, go to www.legacydecatur.com/give and use the “My donation
is for” box to designate your donation to A Season of Giving/Christmas Decatur.  You can
print your acknowledgment receipt.

If giving by check, write your check to Legacy Decatur and write A Season of Giving/Christmas Decatur on the memo
line.  Mail your check to:

Legacy Decatur
500 South Columbia Drive, Decatur, GA 30030

A receipt acknowledgment for checks will be sent at year’s end for tax purposes.
For more information see the Legacy Decatur website at legacydecatur.org.

^   ^   ^

Wednesday Nights at DPC Return November 3!
We are delighted to return to choirs and programs for all ages.  Dinner will NOT be served at this time.  This is the
schedule for Wednesday Night activities:

5-6:30 Nursery
5-5:25 Preschool choir with Lori McMahan in the sanctuary
5-5:30 Elementary program with Emily Wilmesherr in the children’s library
5:30-6:15 Adult program with Todd Speed and Alex Rodgers in Parlor classroom
5:30-6:15 Preschool program and outside play with Emily Wilmesherr
5:30-6:15 Elementary choir with Lori McMahan in the sanctuary
6:15-6:30 Pick up all children from the playground
*5-6:15 suggesting parent fellowship off campus with the Cafe discussion from Follow Me led by 1-2
parents
7:30-8:30 Adult Choir rehearsal in Scott Chapel

Rain plan for outside play fellowship hall or DPCC activity room, located down the hall from the nursery. 



Thank You!
We received this note from Phil Noble (who recently celebrated his 100th birthday!):
As I was going through my bout with the corona virus, friends and members of Decatur Presbyterian assured me
daily of their thoughts and prayers on my behalf.  Numerous cards, notes, and flowers were sent and I deeply
appreciate each one of them.  This is my way of letting you know of my deep appreciation. 
With gratitude,
Phil Noble

^   ^   ^

Stewardship Campaign 2022: All In!
This year’s theme: “ALL IN”—will focus on inspiring everyone--100%--of our active members to give a monthly gift
in 2022 to strengthen and sustain the ministries of Decatur Presbyterian Church.

Goals
� Raise sufficient funds through the campaign to support a balanced budget

of $1,306,501 that provides staff with a 3% raise. 
Do this by: 

1. Increasing the number and percentage of active members engaged in
regular monthly giving,

2. including inspiring our college students and young adults to begin giving
a small amount each month

3. Inspire our regular, generous donors to increase their giving significantly (10% or more)

Each Sunday leading up to Commitment Sunday on November 14, we hear from members about the importance of
stewardship and what DPC and its ministries mean to them.  Videos of these Minutes for Mission are available on our
YouTube channel.

^   ^   ^

Global Village Project Welcome Walk
Saturday, November 6

We are just a week away from our 9th annual Global Village Welcome Walk!  Join us in 
celebrating not just coming back together, but coming forward together in building a more 
vibrant and inclusive world!  Register, donate, get more information, and share our message 
by visiting on website: globalvillageproject.org

^   ^   ^

All Saints’ Sunday, November 7
Join us for worship on Sunday, November 7, as we remember the saints of our congregation
that we have lost these last two years.  Communion will be celebrated.  Families will have
the opportunity to be greeted by the congregation in the Terrace Garden following worship.

^   ^   ^

Threshold Ministry Coat Drive November 14
Threshold Ministry needs help providing warm coats to our homeless neighbors this winter.  Please donate new or
gently used winter coats, hoodies, sweat shirts, windbreakers, gloves, scarves, and stocking caps.  You may bring your
donations to worship on November 14, or come to the drive thru donation Sunday afternoon.



Scan this code with your smart phone to give online!

Upcoming Events!
We have lots of great things coming up!  Look for more information in your announcement slides and church
emails (if you’re not getting our emails, email dhowell@dpchurch.org!) on these events:

October–DEAM Pantry Collection.  Bring unexpired non-perishables all month to restock the DEAM food pantry!

October 31–Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan with tartan procession at morning worship–all please gather in the Terrace
Garden at 10:15 am to process in together!

November 3–Wednesday Night Resumes:  Programs and Choirs!  And a new discussion group led weekly by Dr.
Todd Speed and Rev. Alex Rodgers called “Faithful Living” at 5:30–6:15.    (No food served at this time)

November 7–All Saints’ Sunday, we remember those members lost the last two years

November 7–Holy Ground Worship in the Keith Parlor at 5:00 pm, Rev. Alex Rodgers preaching

November 7–Youth Service Night at Clifton House, 5:45 pm dinner at Sycamore House, 6:15 pm buses leave

November 13–Family Fun Day, 10:30 am to noon, Sycamore House parking lot, games, Bible story, activities

November 14–Threshold Winter Coat Drive.  Bring clean warm coats to worship or to drive-thru donation that
afternoon (time TBA)

December 24–Christmas Eve Services: 3:30 pm for Families with Young Children; 5:30 pm Child-Led Service with
Communion; 10:30 pm Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols with Communion

Upcoming “Follow Me” Sermon Texts
November Theme:  Confess...

November 7 Todd Speed Individual Transformation Luke 3:3-14
November 14 Todd Speed Communal Transformation Isaiah 58, Micah 6:8, Matthew 25:31–46
November 21 Todd Speed Repair Luke 19:1-10

Advent Theme: Hope
November 28 Emily Wilmesherr Hear Hope John 1:1–14, Isaiah 9:2, 6–7

Our program year curriculum for 2021-2022 is
“Follow Me–Biblical Practices for Faithful Living”

Follow Me is based on practices Jesus did and taught us to do as faithful followers. Written for
people of all ages who wish to live out their faith, this new curriculum examines where these
practices are found in the Bible and how they have been used in Christian faith then and now.

“Follow Me” is an exciting new inter-generational curriculum that will guide our worship and
faith formation for the 2021-2022 program year.  The Follow Me curriculum will have a new emphasis each month,
walking through many of the foundational aspects of faithful Christian discipleship over the course of the next year. 
We are very excited about the potential of this new curriculum to nurture faithful living as we explore core biblical
and spiritual practices.  Check out the Wednesday Night discussion group led by Todd Speed and Alex Rodgers called
Faithful Living at 5:30 to 6:15 pm when we resume Wednesday Fellowship on November 3!

DECATUR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
205 Sycamore Street, Decatur, GA 30030  /  www.dpchurch.org  /  404-378-1777


