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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

November 14, 2021 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:30 a.m.

Commitment Sunday
Middle School Sunday

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

ORGAN VOLUNTARY  Praise Ye the LORD, the Almighty Paul Manz
Carole Depasie and Jolie Hamilton, candle lighters

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Tully Fletcher
Pastor: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP  Jordan Taylor
Leader: People of God, who do you come to worship?
People: We come to worship the one true God.
Leader: How will you worship?
People: Not with words alone, but by living lives of justice and love.
Leader: Come, you who belong to God.
People: Come and abide in God’s presence and heart, now and forever.
Leader: Let us worship God!

*HYMN 766 The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound McKee
Processional: Cross–Zachary  Eldridge; Bible–Jordan Taylor; Cup–Owen Breiding;

Plate–Lily Anna Ollinger; Pitcher–Sophia Arnold

CALL TO CONFESSION Carole Depaise

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Loving God, as one we confess our failings:

We aim to seek justice,
but then when it proves too hard, too exhausting, we rush to cheap grace.

We aim to embrace kindness,
but then snap at loved ones, shut out the stranger, remain ignorant of our neighbor’s needs.

We aim to walk humbly with our God,
but willfully ignore how our path diverges from Yours.

We cry “peace!” when we mean “compliance!”
We cry “peace!” when we mean “complacency!”
We cry “peace!” when there is no peace.

Forgive us and help us live into becoming the people you have created and called us to be:
people of justice and love and truth and humility.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Jolie Hamilton



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT  Rev. Alex Rodgers and Rev. Fletcher

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Dr. Todd Speed

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 58
(pew Bible, page 688, OT)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
SERMON “Communal Transformation” Dr. Speed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (The Apostles’ Creed) Owen Breiding
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER Sophia Arnold and Jolie Hamilton
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

ANTHEM Offertory  John Ness Beck
Chancel Choir

With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?  Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings,
Shall I come before Him with yearling calves?  Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, With ten thousand rivers
of oil?  Shall I give Him my firstborn for my transgressions, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  He has shown you,
O man, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God?      [Micah 6:6-8]

MINUTE FOR MISSION   The All In Campaign for 2022 Elizabeth Webb
OFFERING (scan QR code on back of bulletin to give online)

Please come forward to the table with your tithes, offerings, and commitment cards.
Exit your pew from the right, come forward to the basket at the Table, return to your pew from the left side.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Elizabeth Webb

*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 716 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

*BENEDICTION Dr. Speed

*ORGAN VOLUNTARY Antiphon Georg Muffat

^   ^   ^



Please exit through the doors at the back of the sanctuary, greeting each other outside on the lawn.
During the postlude, some people sit or stand quietly and listen to the music.

Others find it helpful to connect with those around them or greet visitors as they leave.
Please feel free to end this time of worship in whatever way is meaningful to you.

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of

Betty Allen
by

her family
The beautiful new brass vases debuting today are also given in memory of Betty Allen by her loving family

^   ^   ^

Angel Tree 2021
For over 20 years the City of Decatur’s A Season of Giving/Christmas Decatur has been providing Decatur’s
low-income children and senior adults holiday gifts that they otherwise would not receive and enjoy. Decatur
Presbyterian Church has supported this community effort by purchasing and providing Angel Tree gifts.

Last year due to the COVID-19 pandemic and again this year, the city will accept only monetary donations to fund the
purchase of gift cards. Parents will be given gift cards to buy presents for their children, and designated City
volunteers will purchase gifts for seniors online and send gifts directly to recipients’ homes.

We are again asking that all monetary donations for Angel Tree be given to A Season of Giving/Christmas Decatur
through Legacy Decatur, a 501(c)(3) foundation. A donation in any amount is greatly appreciated.

There are two ways that members and friends of DPC can make donations for Angel Tree through Legacy Decatur:
1. Online—go to www.legacydecatur.com/give and use the “My donation is for” box to designate your donation

to A Season of Giving/Christmas Decatur. You can print your acknowledgement receipt.
2. By check—write your check to Legacy Decatur and write A Season of Giving/Christmas Decatur on the memo

line. Mail your check to:  A receipt acknowledgment will be sent at year’s end for tax purposes.
Legacy Decatur
500 South Columbia Drive
Decatur, GA 30030

For more information see the Legacy Decatur website at legacydecatur.org.

^   ^   ^

Wednesday Nights at DPC
We are delighted to return to choirs and programs of all ages.  Dinner will NOT be served at this time.  The discussion
group led by Alex Rodgers and Todd Speed called “Faithful Living” at 5:30 pm.  Upcoming Faithful Living
discussions on “Confess” (November 17); “Hope” (part 1 on December 1); Hope” (part 2 on December 8).  The
Longest Night Service of Prayer & Healing will be December 15.

^   ^   ^

Threshold Ministry Coat Drive November 14
Threshold Ministry needs help providing warm coats to our homeless neighbors this winter.  Please donate new or
gently used winter coats, hoodies, sweat shirts, windbreakers, gloves, scarves, and stocking caps.  You may bring your
donations to worship on November 14, or come to the drive thru donation from noon to 1 pm Sunday afternoon in the
main parking lot, Fellowship Hall portico.

^   ^   ^
Christmas Decorations & Music Fund

Forms are available around the church and on our website to give to the Christmas Decorations & Music Fund for the
beautiful decorations and special music we enjoy during the Christmas season.  Gifts may be made in honor or
memory of loved ones and will be included in a bulletin insert the Sunday before Christmas.



Scan this code with your smart phone to give online!

North Decatur Presbyterian Church Alternative Gift Market
The Alternative Gift Market at North Decatur Presbyterian Church is back, live and in-person on Saturday,
December 4 from 10 - 3!  For truly one-of-a-kind gifts, one can purchase items from around the world, as well as
local products from emerging social entrepreneurs.  These vendors sell fair trade, environmentally sustainable, and
reasonably priced holiday gifts that create positive change for refugees and disenfranchised populations. Cash, checks,
and credit cards are accepted by most vendors.  For holiday gift-giving that makes a difference, come see us at 611
Medlock Rd, Decatur GA. www.ndpc.org/agm

^   ^   ^

Upcoming Events!
We have lots of great things coming up!  Look for more information in your announcement slides and church
emails (if you’re not getting our emails, email dhowell@dpchurch.org!) on these events:

November 14–Threshold Winter Coat Drive.  Bring clean warm coats to worship or to drive-thru donation that
afternoon from 12 to 1 pm

November 21–join the youth after worship to make Christmas cards for our Pastors’ Aides visitees, Threshold
clients, and those who are grieving a loss from this past year.

December 5–Advent Festival (3:30 to 4:30 pm in parking lot) and Holy Ground Worship (5pm in Parlor)

December 15–Longest Night Service of Prayer & Healing at 5:30 pm

December 24–Christmas Eve Services: 3:30 pm for Families with Young Children; 5:30 pm Child-Led Service with
Communion; 10:30 pm Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols with Communion

Upcoming “Follow Me” Sermon Texts
November Theme:  Confess...

November 21 Tully Fletcher Repair Luke 19:1-10
Advent Theme: Hope

November 28 Emily Wilmesherr Hear Hope John 1:1–14, Isaiah 9:2, 6–7
December 5 Todd Speed See Hope Isaiah 9:2, Psalm 139:11–12, John 1:1

Our program year curriculum for 2021-2022 is
“Follow Me–Biblical Practices for Faithful Living”

Follow Me is based on practices Jesus did and taught us to do as faithful followers. Written for
people of all ages who wish to live out their faith, this new curriculum examines where these
practices are found in the Bible and how they have been used in Christian faith then and now.

“Follow Me” is an exciting new inter-generational curriculum that will guide our worship and
faith formation for the 2021-2022 program year.  The Follow Me curriculum will have a new emphasis each month,
walking through many of the foundational aspects of faithful Christian discipleship over the course of the next year. 
We are very excited about the potential of this new curriculum to nurture faithful living as we explore core biblical
and spiritual practices.  Check out the Wednesday Night discussion group led by Todd Speed and Alex Rodgers called
Faithful Living at 5:30 to 6:15 pm!
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