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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

November 21, 2021 Christ the King Sunday 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

ORGAN VOLUNTARY Sinfonia, from the Wedding Cantata J. S. Bach

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
Pastor: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP   (Based on verses from Isaiah 58) Dr. Speed
Leader: God says, “Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day . . . ”  Is this not the fast that God chooses? 

To loose the bonds of injustice, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
People: God will guide us continually . . . and we shall be called the repairer of the breach. . . .
Leader: Let us worship God!

*HYMN 159 O Sing a Song of Bethlehem Kingsfold

CALL TO CONFESSION Dr. Speed

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   (from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion)
Lord Jesus, Judge of the nations: We confess that we have not always recognized your face among our

neighbors in need.  We have not shared enough of our food, for there are still those who are hungry; we
have not ensured those who are destitute have clothes or those who are homeless can find shelter.  We have
not always welcomed the stranger; nor have we visited prisoners.  We have not paid attention to these, your
sisters and brothers, and in our neglect we have failed to serve you.

Lord, forgive us; open our eyes to recognize your beloved family, and give us the blessing of sincere
repentance that we may know the joy of eternal life with you and all the saints in this world and in the
world to come.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT  Rev. Alex Rodgers

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV

NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 19:1-10
(pew Bible, page 82, NT)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
SERMON “Repair” Rev. Fletcher



RESPONDING TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (Adapted from the Confession of 1967, Section 9.46) Dr. Speed
The reconciliation of humankind through Jesus Christ makes it plain that enslaving poverty in a world

of abundance is an intolerable violation of God’s good creation.  Because Jesus identified himself with the
needy and exploited, the cause of the world’s poor is the cause of his disciples.  The church cannot condone
poverty, whether it is the product of unjust social structures, exploitation of the defenseless, lack of national
resources, absence of technological understanding, or rapid expansion of populations.  The church calls all
people to use their abilities, their possessions, and the fruits of technology as gifts entrusted to them by God
for the maintenance of their families and the advancement of the common welfare.  It encourages those
forces in human society that raise hopes for better conditions and provide people with opportunity for a
decent living.  In order to offer worship acceptable to God, the church is called to work to eradicate poverty,
to accept responsibility in economic affairs, and to be open to all social classes.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Rodgers
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

ANTHEM All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name Oliver Holden
Chancel Choir arranged, James Mulholland

All hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; Bring forth the royal diadem, And crown Him LORD of all!  Ye
chosen seed of Israel’s race, Ye ransomed from the fall; Hail Him who saves you by His grace, And crown Him LORD of all! 
Let every kindred, every tribe, On this terrestrial ball, To Him all majesty ascribe, And crown Him LORD of all!  O that with
yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall!  We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him LORD of all!  Amen!

     [Edward Perronet; John Rippon]

OFFERING and PRAYER OF DEDICATION (scan QR code on back of bulletin to give online) Dr. Speed

*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 320 The Church of Christ in Every Age Wareham

*BENEDICTION Rev. Fletcher

*ORGAN VOLUNTARY Grand Choeur Theodore Dubois

^   ^   ^

During the postlude, some people sit or stand quietly and listen to the music.
Others find it helpful to connect with those around them or greet visitors as they leave.

Please feel free to end this time of worship in whatever way is meaningful to you.

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of

Gene M. and Nell W. Drake and Alan Stephen Cucich

by

Dona Drake Cucich



Christmas Card Project after Worship Today
The Care Team is hosting an inter-generational event after worship on November 21.  The congregation is invited to
join the youth in writing notes and cards to older members of the congregation, those visited by Pastors’ Aides, and
Threshold clients.

Children, youth and their families are invited to Slack Fellowship Hall for a light meal as they sign cards.  Adults will
find stations for this in the parlor and adjacent classroom.  Cards, pens, and crayons will be provided.

^   ^   ^

Angel Tree 2021
For many years members and friends of Decatur Presbyterian Church looked forward to buying gifts for our Angel
Tree.  For the second year, Legacy Decatur, has organized A Season of Giving/Christmas Decatur to provide gifts for
low income children and senior adults living in Decatur using only monetary donations.  These funds will be used to
purchase items with gift cards.  Typically the value of the gifts has totaled approximately $90,000, which is again the
goal for this year.  As of November 12, $25,000 had been collected toward the goal.  Donations will be collected
through the end of November. 
You can participate in supporting Angel Tree this year by making your fully tax-deductible donation to A Season of
Giving/Christmas Decatur.  Donations can be made online at legacydecatur.org.  Designate your gift for A Season of
Giving/Christmas Decatur.  A donation confirmation will be provided online. 
Donations can also be made by check.  Write your check to Legacy Decatur and designate the gift to A Season of
Giving/Christmas Decatur on the memo line.  Checks can be mailed to:

Legacy Decatur
500 South Columbia Drive
Decatur, GA 30030

A gift acknowledgment will be sent at the end of the year for tax purposes.  Many people are suffering this year.  Let’s
continue our Angel Tree tradition of giving generously to help our neighbors in Decatur.

^   ^   ^

Wednesday Nights at DPC
We are delighted to return to choirs and programs of all ages.  Dinner will NOT be served at this time.  The discussion
group led by Alex Rodgers and Todd Speed called “Faithful Living” is at 5:30 pm.  Upcoming Faithful Living
discussions on “Hope” (part 1 on December 1); Hope” (part 2 on December 8).  The Longest Night Service of Prayer
& Healing will be December 15 at 5:30 pm in the sanctuary..

^   ^   ^

Christmas Decorations & Music Fund
Forms are available around the church and on our website to give to the Christmas Decorations & Music Fund for the
beautiful decorations and special music we enjoy during the Christmas season.  Gifts may be made in honor or
memory of loved ones and will be included in a bulletin insert the Sunday before Christmas.

^   ^   ^

North Decatur Presbyterian Church Alternative Gift Market
The Alternative Gift Market at North Decatur Presbyterian Church is back, live and in-person on Saturday,
December 4 from 10 - 3!  For truly one-of-a-kind gifts, one can purchase items from around the world, as well as
local products from emerging social entrepreneurs.  These vendors sell fair trade, environmentally sustainable, and
reasonably priced holiday gifts that create positive change for refugees and disenfranchised populations. Cash, checks,
and credit cards are accepted by most vendors.  For holiday gift-giving that makes a difference, come see us at 611
Medlock Rd, Decatur GA. www.ndpc.org/agm

^   ^   ^

Festive Benefit Concert November 29
Monday, Nov. 29 at 7 p.m., Atlanta Symphony Hall

Joy to the World, A Christmas Music Celebration is a festive benefit concert featuring Emmit Cahill, a lead singer of
Celtic Thunder, and joined by Atlanta’s own, Amy Little, the Georgia State University Singers, and other local
musicians.  All ticket sale proceeds benefit five ministries, including HOI (Honduras Outreach International).  Tickets
range from $40 - $80.  Visit the ASO website to reserve tickets and get more information at aso.org/events.



Scan this code with your smart phone to give online!

Episcopal Church of the Epiphany’s Annual Creche Display
The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany is offering its annual display of creches from different lands again this year on
December 4 - 12.  Titled “A Tour Through the Gospels of Matthew and Luke,” the display of nativities is open these
dates and times: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sundays from 2 to 4 p.m.  2089 Ponce de Leon Avenue. The entrance to the parking lot is from East Lake Road.

Upcoming Events!
We have lots of great things coming up!  Look for more information in your announcement slides and church
emails (if you’re not getting our emails, email dhowell@dpchurch.org!) on these events:

November 21–join the youth after worship in the Keith Parlor to make Christmas cards for our Pastors’ Aides
visitees, Threshold clients, and those who are grieving a loss from this past year.  Lunch for children, youth, &
their families in Slack Fellowship Hall.

November 28–Young Adult Small Group will meet at Alex Rodgers’ home at 5pm, looking at the second chapter
of "Half Truths" by Adam Hamilton.  Email Alex for more info at arodgers@dpchurch.org

November 29–Benefit Concert for World Outreach Fund  featuring Emmit Cahill, at Atlanta Symphony Hall, 7pm

December 4-12–Tour Creches from Different Lands at The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany

December 5–Advent Festival (3:30 to 4:30 pm in parking lot) and Holy Ground Worship (5pm in Parlor); 

        Youth Group Dinner on the Square at 5:00 pm

December 12–Young Adult Christmas Gathering at 6pm, location TBD

December 15–Longest Night Service of Prayer & Healing at 5:30 pm

December 19–Christmas Caroling after worship

December 21–College Connections Gathering

December 24–Christmas Eve Services: 3:30 pm Come As You Are Pageant for Families with Young Children;
5:30 pm Child-Led Service with Communion; 10:30 pm Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols with Communion

Upcoming “Follow Me” Sermon Texts
Advent Theme: Hope

November 28 Emily Wilmesherr Hear Hope John 1:1–14, Isaiah 9:2, 6–7
December 5 Todd Speed See Hope Isaiah 9:2, Psalm 139:11–12, John 1:1
December 12 Alex Rodgers Share Hope Mark 2:1-12
December 19 Todd Speed Proclaim Hope Luke 4:16-21

Our program year curriculum for 2021-2022 is
“Follow Me–Biblical Practices for Faithful Living”

Follow Me is based on practices Jesus did and taught us to do as faithful followers. Written for
people of all ages who wish to live out their faith, this new curriculum examines where these
practices are found in the Bible and how they have been used in Christian faith then and now.

“Follow Me” is an exciting new inter-generational curriculum that will guide our worship and
faith formation for the 2021-2022 program year.  The Follow Me curriculum will have a new emphasis each month,
walking through many of the foundational aspects of faithful Christian discipleship over the course of the next year. 
We are very excited about the potential of this new curriculum to nurture faithful living as we explore core biblical
and spiritual practices.  Check out the Wednesday Night discussion group led by Todd Speed and Alex Rodgers called
Faithful Living at 5:30 to 6:15 pm!

DECATUR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
205 Sycamore Street, Decatur, GA 30030  /  www.dpchurch.org  /  404-378-1777


