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                     Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

December 19, 2021 4th Sunday of Advent 10:30 a.m.

(*Please stand, as you are able.  Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.)

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

CHORAL INTROIT Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn Marty Haugen
Chancel Choir

Awake!  Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning.  Sing out your joy, for soon He is born,
Behold! the Child of our longing.  Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together, He opens wide the
heavenly door and lives now inside us forever  [text: Marty Haugen]

WORDS OF WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Alex Rodgers
Pastor: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: We gather in preparation,
People: for good news is about to be proclaimed.
Leader: We gather in expectation,
People: for joy is about to be sung in “Alleluias.”
Leader: We gather in celebration,
People: for we know good news is coming.
Leader: We gather in anticipation,
People: for hope is about to be born anew.
Leader: With preparation, expectation, celebration, and anticipation, let us worship God!

*OPENING HYMN 123 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Carol

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Emily Wilmesherr

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious God, you are always with us and always coming.  We confess that we do not know how to truly
prepare our lives for that reality.  We have forgotten how to hope.  We have ignored your promises.  We have
been distracted by the busyness of us.

Forgive us, Lord.  Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds, the courage of the magi, and the quiet
faith of Mary and Joseph, that we may journey with them toward Bethlehem and find the good news of a child
born for us.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Leader: Friends, believe the good news that is proclaimed today and every day. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
People: Thanks be to God.  Amen.



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE JoAnn Murphey, Caroline Grimes, Bill Murphey, Laura Murphey
Leader: Where do we proclaim hope?
People: We proclaim hope on the hillsides and in the valleys, in small villages and in big cities.
Leader: How do we proclaim hope? 
People: We go tell of hope everywhere, to all whom we meet.
Leader: In what ways do we proclaim hope?
People: We proclaim hope through songs of lament and through songs of praise.  We proclaim hope in sighs

too deep for words and in jubilant exclamation.
Leader: Why do we proclaim hope? 
People: We proclaim hope because the world desperately needs hope, and when the Spirit of the Lord rests

upon us, we are enabled to share hopeful news with all.
Leader: On this fourth Sunday of Advent, let us light a candle to proclaim the hopeful news of Jesus Christ.

HYMN 772 (stanza 4) Live Into Hope Truro
Live into hope of captives freed from chains of fear or want or greed.

God now proclaims our full release to faith and hope and joy and peace.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Rodgers

OLD TESTAMENT READING Zephaniah 3:14-20
(pew Bible, page 877, OT)

NEW TESTAMENT READING Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
Luke 4:16-21

(pew Bible, page 61, NT)
Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
SERMON “Proclaim Hope” Dr. Speed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (from A Declaration of Faith) Rev. Rodgers
Hope in God gives us courage for the struggle.  The people of God have often misused God's promises as

excuses for doing nothing about present evils.  But in Christ the new  world has already broken in  and the old
can no longer be tolerated.  We know our efforts cannot bring in God's kingdom.  But hope plunges us into the
struggle for victories over evil that are possible now in the world, the church, and our individual lives.  Hope
gives us courage and energy to contend against all opposition, however invincible it may seem, for the new
world and the new humanity that are surely coming.  Jesus is LORD!  He has been Lord from the beginning.  He
will be Lord at the end.  Even now he is LORD.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it

is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as w e forgive our debtors; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the pow er and the glory, forever. 
Amen.

ANTHEM A Christmas Blessing Philip Stopford
Chancel Choir

May the joy of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, the worship of the wise men, and the peace of
the Christ Child be yours this Christmas.  May Christ, who, by his incarnation gathered into one, all things
earthly, all things heavenly, fill you with joy and peace.  And the blessing of God the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you always.  Amen.  [Book of Common Prayer, Church of Ireland]



PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS and PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rev. Rodgers
Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!

*DOXOLOGY Divinum Mysterium
Of the Father’s love begotten, e’er the worlds began to be,

He is Alpha and Omega; He the Source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see:

Evermore and evermore!  Amen.

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*CLOSING HYMN 134 Joy to the World!  The Lord is Come! Antioch

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION Dr. Speed

*ORGAN VOLUNTARY Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella Keith Chapman

^   ^   ^

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of our good friends

Leonard Boswell
Bill Jackson
Naomi Bell

Carolyn Brooks
Betty Allen

by
Adelaide Owens and Kathy Owens Slade

^   ^   ^

Note from Our Senior Pastor
Dear Congregation, 
The staff and session of Decatur Presbyterian Church are monitoring the coronavirus numbers daily and are aware
of the likelihood of cases spiking over the next weeks.  Though the omicron virus may not be as severe in
symptoms, it is very contagious.  Throughout the pandemic, we have sought to be reasonable and prudent, doing as
much as we can while maintaining safety protocols.  To that end, the session will have a called meeting on Monday,
December 20 to assess where the numbers are and what, if any, adjustments we may need to make for Christmas
Eve protocols.  Thank you for your understanding and, if you have any questions, feel free to contact one of the
pastors or elders.
Grace and peace,
Todd

^   ^   ^

A Note from Nancy Kinzer
Dear DPC friends,
Mark, Emily, Ben, and I are so moved by the soft, beautiful prayer quilt you all created for our family.  Its warmth -
in both good will and physical comfort - will bless us all in so many ways.  We love and are grateful for Decatur
Presbyterian Church, especially since Mom (Nesie Williams) has made her church home with you.  Words can't
adequately express our gratitude, yet simply, thank you. 
Nancy Kinzer and Mark, Emily, and Ben



DPC Recruiting Interim Church Administrator
Decatur Presbyterian Church (DPC), a 750+ member congregation in downtown Decatur, is seeking a Temporary
Part-Time Office and Facilities Administrator for 3-6 months, beginning on January 3, 2022.  Responsibilities include
scheduling facility use for inside and outside groups, managing the day-to-day administration of the church office,
and overseeing the work of the physical plant manager and custodial staff in maintaining church property and
grounds.  20 hours/week on-site in the church office (prefer 9 am-1 pm Monday thru Friday but some flexibility
possible). Ideal candidate will be a detail-oriented, organized, self-starter with exceptional interpersonal and
communications skills.  Prior administrative office experience and knowledge of computer software required. 
Office management and supervisory experience desired.  Prior work in a church setting a plus. This is a part-time,
temporary position not eligible for benefits.  For the complete job description, email adminsearch@dpchurch.org

^   ^   ^

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: Tornado Relief
As night fell on December 10, a horrific line of powerful tornadoes ripped across several states, ending the lives of
more than 100 people and wreaking devastation across many communities by the time morning had broken.  One
of these tornadoes was on the ground for a terrifying and unprecedented 250 miles, more than 200 of those miles
in Kentucky alone, where the town of Mayfield saw the catastrophic destruction of much of the downtown area,
including the Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist churches.

It is the season of Advent — a time of watchful expectation that begins with a warning of impending judgment, the
end of days, and continues with a prayerful journeying toward the birth of the Christ Child at Christmas, an ordinary
babe dependent on the love and care of others for his survival.

In the wake of these terrible and catastrophic storms, it is the role of ordinary people of faith like us to shine as light
in this bleakest of winters. We are called to be the hands and feet of God as we reach out to shelter, feed, care for
and help rebuild the lives of those who have lost loved ones, homes, work and a sense of safety as a result of the
tornadoes. We are invited to stand with them — and to stand together — bearing witness by our gifts and prayers
that God is indeed incarnate among us, no matter what.

The needs for the response will be great. God’s people are once again called on to stand in the "GAP" — Give. Act.
Pray.

GIVE. ACT. PRAY.
GIVE: Gifts can be made online at pcusa.org/DT21, by phone at (800) 872-3283, or by check using the below

reply device. You can also text PDA to 41444 to donate.
ACT: Gift of the Heart Kits are a hands-on way to help others this Advent season.  To register your interest in

future rebuilding efforts, email PDA.CallCenter@pcusa.org.  You will be notified when volunteer
opportunities are available.  Stay informed and like us on Facebook (facebook.com/PDAcares), download
resources at pda.pcusa.org/pda/resources and share updates with your congregation.

PRAY: As we awake to news of devastation and death from another natural disaster, we pray.  For those
experiencing loss, confusion, and despair, may they feel comfort only your Holy Spirit can bring.  For the
community leaders and emergency personnel, we pray for wisdom and strength as they work to restore
and repair their communities.

May we heed your call, oh God, to be co-creators with you in the caring of creation, our communities, and your
beloved children in their time of need.



Christmas Joy Offering Collected Today

By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God's gift of Jesus Christ by providing assistance to current and
retired church workers in their time of need and developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges equipping communities of color.

The Christmas Joy Offering reXects that God is with us, through the generous gifts that support church leaders
among us, retired, present and future, who have pointed us to God.  Even as we support our current and former
church leaders through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, God is calling new leaders for our Church
and world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color — 
offering students the means for a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents and skills to serve
God, the Church and the world for years to come.

Envelopes and flyers with more information are at the offering table in the Narthex and on the glass top table in the
Philips Foyer.

^   ^   ^

Year-End Donations
Thank you for your continuing and generous support of Decatur Presbyterian Church through weekly or monthly 
gifts and year-end donations.  The office hours for our Financial Administrator Tom Brand are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  He will maintain thisschedule the last two weeks of December.  Note  that 
the church office will be closed Dec. 27, 28, and 31 for Christmas and New  Year’s holidays, though Tom will be
working Dec. 28th.  Tom is available by phone, email and in person:   Office Phone:  (404) 378-1777, ext. 224   Email: 
tbrand@dpchurch.org 

RETURN STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE
Your Finance Council has been working to prepare the 2022 Operating Budget.  Please return your pledge card as
soon as possible so we can approve a realistic and responsible budget.  Pledge cards have been mailed to individual
addresses, and are available at the church.  Pledges also can be made online at dpchurch.org. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  GUIDANCE 
To ensure you are given credit in the 2021 tax year for any year-end contributions, please do one of he following. 

• If you would like to bring your contribution in person, it must be in the church office by 5 p.m. on Thursday,
Dec. 30, 2021.      

• Credit card contributions can be made by going to our donation page:  dpchurch.org.    
• Online giving may be made any time before midnight on December 31, 2021, and still count in the 2021 

calendar year.  
• If you are making a contribution by mail, your check must be dated no later than Dec. 31, 2021, and your

letter postmarked in the year 2021.  The address is Decatur Presbyterian Church, 205 Sycamore Street,
Decatur, GA 30030 

• If you intend to transfer stock as your way of supporting the church this year, please check with your broker
regarding required processing lead-time in order to qualify for a2021 tax deduction.  It is recommended that
stock transactions be completed no later than Dec. 20, 2021.  If you have questions regarding stock gifts,
speak with your broker or call Tom  Brand.



Christmas Decorations & Music Fund 2021

W e thank all who have made gracious contributions to the
beautification of our church in sight and sound for this

Christmas season.

In Loving Memory of . . . Given by . . .

John Adams and Marvin Mueller Tom & Marianne Adams

Betty Allen Hikie Allen III

Jimmie Bird John & Sue Bingeman

Richard & Jimmie Bird Jane & Mo Thrash

The Reverend Leonard Griffin Boswell his wife, Jane H. Boswell, and children

Ralph Chastain, who is missed every day The Chastain Family

Stephen Cucich Dona Cucich

Mr. Tom Dixon Dudley Larus

Arthur & Eleanor Dozier John & Sue Bingeman

Nell & Gene Drake `Dona Drake Cucich

Bob Farrar Dede Farrar, Linda Farrar Cravey, and Terri Farrar Potter

Mr. & Mrs. William Fayssoux, Sr. Mike Leaf & Anne Fayssoux Leaf

Rebecca & Fred Fleischman Lacy Bedol

David Holbrook Pat Holbrook

Bill Holmes Mike Florence

Nelle & Schley Howard Les & Elinor Cook

William Schley Howard & Nelle Chamlee Howard Thomas & Lucia Sizemore

Mary & Mark Huie Jane & Mo Thrash

Susie Huie Jane & Mo Thrash

Our Parents, Don & Camille Joyner, Turley Maples &
Nieta Lewelling

John & Marceil Joyner

George & Phyllis Kelly Trish Kelly Allen

Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Leaf, Sr. Mike Leaf & Anne Fayssoux Leaf

Jeanie Mehlhop Wick & Kim Campbell

Milton Scott Noble and Betty Pope Scott Noble J. Phillips, Betty, and Phil Noble, Jr.

Jim Philips Mike Florence



In Loving Memory of . . . Given by . . .

Henry Reaves Marginny Smith

Mary Sizemore Thomas & Lucia Sizemore

My Parents, Helen & Bill Smith Kathy Smith

Callaway Thrash Jane & Mo Thrash

Robert Lee Thurman Mimi Thurman

Sara Sadler Turnipseed Bill Turnipseed and daughters Mary, Nancy, and Cassie

}   }   }

In Honor of . . . Given by . . .

Romaigne Adams and Margaret Mueller Tom & Marianne Adams

Les & Elinor Cook Thomas & Lucia Sizemore

Dené Dixon Vernon & Betheda Gramling

Walt Drake Vernon & Betheda Gramling

Denise Howell, who exhibits Christ’s love every day The Chastain Family

Matt McMahan and the Chancel Choir Anonymous

Grandnephews Ryder, John, Logan, and the one
expected next April

Kathy Morse

Our Children Jim & Margaret Newsome

Tricia Wynegar Vernon & Betheda Gramling

}   }   }

Donors to the 2021 DPC Christmas Decoration & Music Fund
without Dedication:

Neal & Jill Davies

}   }   }



Scan this code with your smart phone to give online!

Look what’s coming up!
We have lots of great things coming up!  Look for more information in your announcement slides and church emails

(if you’re not getting our emails, email dhowell@dpchurch.org!) on these events:
December 21–College Connections Gathering at Comet Lanes, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm–invite a friend!
December 24–Christmas Eve Services: 3:30 pm Come As You Are Pageant for Families with Young Children;
5:30 pm Child-Led Service with Communion; 10:30 pm Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols with Communion 
(ALL Christmas Eve services are in the sanctuary and will be Live Streamed)
January 5–Wednesday Night activities resume after Christmas break with children’s choirs at 5:00 pm; Faithful
Living discussion group led by Todd Speed and Alex Rodgers at 5:30 pm; and supper (COVID permitting) at
6:15 pm!  Chancel Choir rehearsal follows at 7:30 pm.
January 9–Epiphany Sunday; New Elder Class ordained and installed; fellowship brunch after worship; Youth
Group resumes

“Follow Me” Upcoming Sermon Texts
December 26 Todd Speed

January Theme–Baptism
January 2 Tully Fletcher Remember Your Baptism Mark 1:1-11
January 9 Alex Rodgers Cross the Divide Exodus 14:10–31, 1 Peter 2:10
January 16 Todd Speed Die and Rise Romans 6:3–11
January 23 Todd Speed Honor the Body 1 Corinthians 12:12–31

Our program year curriculum for 2021-2022 is
“Follow Me–Biblical Practices for Faithful Living”

Follow Me is based on practices Jesus did and taught us to do as faithful followers.
Written for people of all ages who wish to live out their faith, this new curriculum
examines where these practices are found in the Bible and how they have been
used in Christian faith then and now.
“Follow Me” is an exciting new inter-generational curriculum that will guide our worship and faith formation for the
2021-2022 program year.  The Follow Me curriculum will have a new emphasis each month, walking through many of
the foundational aspects of faithful Christian discipleship over the course of the next year.  We are very excited about
the potential of this new curriculum to nurture faithful living as we explore core biblical and spiritual practices. 
Check out the Wednesday Night discussion group led by Todd Speed and Alex Rodgers called Faithful Living at 5:30 to
6:15 pm!

DECATUR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
205 Sycamore Street, Decatur, GA 30030  /  www.dpchurch.org  /  404-378-1777


