
DECATUR
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA)

Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

January 9, 2022 Baptism of the LORD/Epiphany Sunday 10:30 a.m.

*Please stand, as you are able.  Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

ORGAN VOLUNTARY How Brightly Shines the Morning Star setting by Paul Manz

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
Pastor: The LORD be with you.
People: And also with you.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING Dr. Speed
To Elect New Officer for Class of 2024 Jan Bedol, Nominations Ministry
To Dissolve Pastoral Relationship with Rev. Alex Rodgers Dr. Speed, Dudley Larus, Clerk of Session

*CALL TO WORSHIP Dr. Speed
Leader: We have been claimed by the God who calls us children.
People: We, the redeemed, have been called by name.
Leader: As with the Israelites, God promises to pass with us through the water.
People: We will not fear, for God is with us!
Leader: The rivers shall not overwhelm us for God is our guide and our protector.
People: Through God’s saving grace, the waters that tested us are now the waters that wash us and

nourish us.
Leader: Great is the Fount of Every Blessing,
People: ever flowing, ever redeeming, ever claiming us as God’s children.
Leader: Come, let us worship the God who washes us in grace.

—Stephen M. Fearing, www.stephenmfearing.com

*OPENING HYMN 684 Faith Begins by Letting Go Lux Prima

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of deliverance, you once parted the sea so that your people could cross from bondage and

oppression to freedom, and yet we often doubt that you are at work and believe that miracles don’t
exist in the world anymore.  We act as though we have forgotten that you gave us Jesus who knows
our suffering, the Holy Spirit who empowers us, and one another as companions on the journey. 
We act as if we are all in the same boat, but we are not.  Our boats are very different, and some are
sinking, and some are drowning.

 Forgive us, we pray.  Help us to see the difference.  Help us  to offer a hand of support, a place
in our own boat, Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

INTERGENERATIONAL MOMENT Rev. Emily Wilmesherr and Dr. Speed

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Alex Rodgers

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 14:10-31
(pew Bible, page 60, OT)

NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Peter 2:10
(pew Bible, page 233, NT)

Leader: The Word of the LORD.
People: Thanks be to God.

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
SERMON “Baptism: Cross the Divide” Rev. Rodgers

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Rev. Wilmesherr
Leader: Do you believe in God the Father?
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Leader: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

Leader: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

SERVICE OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION Dr. Speed

   PRESENTATION OF THE ELDERS Dudley Larus, Clerk of Session

   Elected Elders to be Ordained & Installed:
Gerry Boudreau III

Lee Danielson
Anne Fayssoux

Jim Hudgins
Barbara Morris
Amy Pelissero

Josie Harris
at a later date

   Previously Ordained Elected Elders to be Installed:
Lacy Bedol Joe DeLisle Lynn Evans

Class of 2023-later date
Joe Mehlhop
Class of 2022

   THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE ELDERS Dr. Speed
1. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him LORD of all and Head of the church and

through him believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit?
2. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and

authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the church universal, and God’s Word to you?
3. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the

confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe
and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?



4. Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be
continually guided by our confessions?

5. Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline?  Will you be a friend
among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and
Spirit?

6. Will you in your own life seek to follow the LORD Jesus Christ, love your neighbors and work for the
reconciliation of the world?

7. Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?
8. Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love?
9. Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture and

service?  Will you share in government and discipline, serving in governing bodies of the church? 
Will you teach charity, urge concern and direct the people’s help to the friendless and those in need? 
And in your ministry, will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?

   THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE CONGREGATION Dudley Larus
Do we, the members of Decatur Presbyterian Church, accept these persons as elders, chosen by God
through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?
(Please answer, “WE DO.”)
Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus
Christ, who alone is Head of the church?  (Please answer, “WE DO.”)

(The elders to be ordained shall kneel, and the Session invites all ordained ministers
and elders to participate in the laying on of hands during the prayer.)

   PRAYER OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION Rev. Rodgers

   THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

   STATEMENT BY THE MODERATOR Dr. Speed
You are now elders in the church of Jesus Christ and members of the Session for this congregation. 
Whatever you do, in word and deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
through him.  Amen.

ANTHEM Brightly the Star Was Shining Adolf Torovsky
Kate Eckard and Allison Melton, mezzo sopranos

Brightly the star was shining, shining with golden ray, Over the Baby Jesus, cradled upon the hay. (Refrain):
Softly the Babe was sleeping, angels their watch were keeping.  Calm and secure, tender and pure, Jesus,
the holy Child.  Wise men drew near to see him, low in his manger bed.  Glory and wondrous brightness
gathered around his head.  (Refrain).  Dear little Baby Jesus, come to our hearts, we pray.  May we be pure
and loving, make us like thee today.  (Refrain).

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS and PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rev. Fletcher
Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!

*DOXOLOGY Divinum Mysterium
Of the Father’s love begotten, e’er the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega; He the Source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see: 

Evermore and evermore!  Amen.



FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*CLOSING HYMN 816 If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee Wer Nur den Lieben Gott

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION Rev. Rodgers

*ORGAN VOLUNTARY  Praise Ye, the LORD, the Almighty setting by Paul Manz

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of
Bob Farrar

by
Dede Farrar, Linda Farrar Cravey, Terri Farrar Potter

^   ^   ^

Candidate Nominated for Elder Class of 2024
Lee Danielson’s parents, Cecil and Sadera Moore, joined Decatur Presbyterian in
1973.  Lee and her sister Margaret grew up at DPC as a part of the choir, youth group,
and the YACS (Young Adults and College Students) group.  She participated in many
church ski trips, Christmas plays, and retreat center weekends.  Lee and husband
Jamie have been married 30 years and live east of Atlanta in Grayson.  They rejoined
DPC in 2019.
Currently, Lee enjoys participating in the Night Circle.  Her church concerns are for
the elderly, but she will help in any area where she can be useful.  Lee works as an IT
professional for Delta Air Lines, and her family enjoys traveling.  Jamie plays a lot of
golf and they both enjoy playing tennis.



^   ^   ^

DPC Recruiting Interim Church Administrator
Decatur Presbyterian Church (DPC), a 750+ member congregation in downtown Decatur, is seeking a
Temporary Part-Time Office and Facilities Administrator for 3-6 months, beginning on January 2022. 
Responsibilities include scheduling facility use for inside and outside groups, managing the day-to-day
administration of the church office, and overseeing the work of the physical plant manager and custodial
staff in maintaining church property and grounds.  20 hours/week on-site in the church office (prefer 9 am-1
pm Monday thru Friday but some flexibility possible). Ideal candidate will be a detail-oriented, organized,
self-starter with exceptional interpersonal and communications skills.  Prior administrative office experience
and knowledge of computer software required.  Office management and supervisory experience desired. 
Prior work in a church setting a plus. This is a part-time, temporary position not eligible for benefits.  For the
complete job description, email adminsearch@dpchurch.org

^   ^   ^

Staff Birthday in January
Drew Wilmesherr’s birthday is January 23.  Drew is the leader of our Holy Ground Worship Team.

^   ^   ^



Letter from Alex Rodgers. Sent to the Congregation December 21, 2021

Beloved of God,

Nearly six years ago, Keenan and I moved from Oklahoma to Georgia so that I could begin a call to DPC to
serve alongside all of you in ministry.  Today, I share with you that I have accepted the call to serve
Timberridge Presbyterian Church in McDonough, GA as their pastor. 

My heart is filled with gratitude for my time in your midst.  I am grateful to the APNC for calling me and to
all of you for welcoming myself and Keenan into this church family.  We have shared moments of joy and
sorrow, learning alongside one another and discerning God’s will together.  We have grieved together and
laughed together, prayed together and sung together.  Most importantly, we have served God together.  You
have allowed me into your hearts, your homes, and your hospital rooms.  You have fed me, literally and
spiritually!  You have given me a place at your tables.  It has been an honor and privilege that I do not take
lightly.  For me, ministry is all about relationships and I give thanks to God for every relationship that has
been formed here. 

While I grieve no longer being one of your pastors, I am hopeful for all that the Spirit will do in this place
and at Timberridge.  I know that God has wonderful things in store for you and I will miss you more than I
can say.  I will continue to pray for this church, its members, and its leaders.  You are in good hands with
Todd, Emily, Tully, and the Session and you are in God’s hands.  Our lives are forever joined because we
served God together in this place. I have loved being your pastor. 

My last Sunday at DPC will be January 9 and my last day in the office will be January 13.  It is my goal
between now and then to see as many of you as possible.  I hope that you will help me make that happen! 

 

With gratitude and hope,

Rev. Alex Rodgers

Policy #03
Ethical Guidelines Between Departing Pastors, Incoming Pastors,

Pastors Succeeding Pastors (both temporary and permanent pastoral positions)
and Their Congregations

2.0 STATEMENT OF POLICY
2.01 On and after the effective date of the dissolution of the pastoral relationship between a pastor and a

church, the pastor (a) shall not perform pastoral functions in the church, except when invited by the
moderator of session and clerk of session; and (b) shall not otherwise participate in the life and
work of the church during the interim time and at least one year following the arrival of the
new installed or contract pastor (herein called the ‘transition period’), unless authorized to
do so in writing by the Committee on Ministry.



Holding On and Letting Go
by Sue Westfall

Pastoral transitions (from the first week the pastor announces his/her departure through the first year of the
newly installed pastorate) are some of the most dynamic seasons of a church’s life.  One of the challenges in
such a season is the relationship of the church to the former pastor.  It’s tricky because, while the role
changes, the feelings do not.  The same love, trust and affection remain.  But then there’s Presbytery Policy
#3 – “Ethical Guidelines Governing the Relationship Between Pastors and Their Former Congregations.”

The first thing you need to know about presbytery policy is that something necessitated its creation. In the
case of policy #3, what necessitated the policy were situations where a former pastor - usually for all the
good, right, and loving reasons - could not let go of the pastoral role.  And if the “beloved former pastor”
isn’t willing to let go of the pastoral role, the new pastor can’t fully step into it. It’s just that simple. In these
situations, feelings get hurt on all sides, but the real casualty of a pastor’s unwillingness to let go of the
pastoral role (or the congregation’s unwillingness to let them let go), is the ministry of the church, the new
thing to which God is calling the congregation.

Policy #3 is seven pages long, but here’s what it boils down to:
• Give the new pastor every chance to become your beloved pastor.  Invite him to your home.  Ask that

she visit you in the hospital.  Call him in emergencies.  Ask her to baptize your baby.  Give your new
pastor every chance to become your beloved pastor.  He/she is the pastor God has called to minister to
you.

• The former pastor is going to have to say no – to requests to visit Aunt Tillie in the hospital, to the
invitation to the deacon’s Christmas party, to the choir’s summer barbecue.  Do not take this
personally.  Your former pastor still loves you.

• The policy is not a total ban on the former pastor’s involvement in weddings, baptisms, funerals, etc.,
but here is the absolutely critical key: that involvement must be at the invitation of the session and the
new pastor.  If you want the former pastor to take part in great-grandma’s memorial service, call the
current pastor and the clerk of session and ask if they would be willing to invite the former pastor to
participate.

• With communication, healthy boundaries and good will, policy #3 is not a burden, but a useful tool for
moving gracefully through times of pastoral change.

At the end of the service on the last Sunday of a long, fruitful pastorate, one pastor I know walked to the
front of the chancel. Slowly, thoughtfully, he removed his stole, folded it up, placed it on the communion
table, and announced, “I am no longer your pastor.  Now, we get to figure out how to be friends.”  It was a
powerful symbol of his laying down his pastoral role and authority while acknowledging the affection that
remained.

Holding on and letting go.  Hold on to the love and gratitude and friendship you have for your former pastor. 
Let go of the expectation that the former pastor still be your pastor or leader of the church.  God has brought
you new leadership and the Spirit is moving!



Scan this code with your smart phone to give online!

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in your announcement slides and church emails (if you’re not getting our
emails, email dhowell@dpchurch.org!) on these events:

January 9–Epiphany Sunday; Congregational Meeting during worship (in person or via Zoom) to act on
Rev. Alex Rodgers’ request to dissolve her pastoral relationship with DPC to accept a call to Timberridge
Presbyterian in McDonough, GA.  We will also elect Lee Danielson as a member of the Elder Class of
2024.  Please register for the Congregational Meeting through the link in your church emails so we will
know we have the required quorum. 
New Elder Class ordained and installed; Youth Group resumes
NO Wednesday Activities at this time–watch your church communications for updates

“Follow Me” Upcoming Sermon Texts
January Theme–Baptism

January 16 Todd Speed Die and Rise Romans 6:3–11
January 23 Todd Speed Honor the Body 1 Corinthians 12:12–31
January 30 Todd Speed

Our program year curriculum for 2021-2022 is
“Follow Me–Biblical Practices for Faithful Living”

Follow Me is based on practices Jesus did and taught us to do as
faithful followers. Written for people of all ages who wish to live out their faith, this new
curriculum examines where these practices are found in the Bible and how they have been used in
Christian faith then and now.
“Follow Me” is an exciting new inter-generational curriculum that will guide our worship and faith
formation for the 2021-2022 program year.  The Follow Me curriculum will have a new emphasis
each month, walking through many of the foundational aspects of faithful Christian discipleship
over the course of the next year.  We are very excited about the potential of this new curriculum to
nurture faithful living as we explore core biblical and spiritual practices. 

DECATUR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
205 Sycamore Street, Decatur, GA 30030  /  www.dpchurch.org  /  404-378-1777


