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Elinor Howard Cook
December 12, 1946 ~ January 2, 2022



A SERVICE OF WITNESS TO THE RESURRECTION
OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

Saturday, April 2, 2022
Sanctuary

and
A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIFE AND WITNESS

of

Elinor Howard Cook
December 12, 1946 ~ January 2, 2022

MEDITATIONS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE

“If we live, we live to the LORD; and if we die, we die to the LORD; so then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the LORD’s.” Romans 14:8

“The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?  The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of
whom shall I be afraid?....I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 
Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage—wait for the LORD!” Psalm 27:1, 13-14

The service will begin with music  at 10:30 a.m.

OPENING VOLUNTARY Matthew McMahan, organist

Now Thank We All Our God J. S. Bach (arranged by Virgil Fox)
Piéce d’Orgue (Fantasia in G, BWV 572) J. S. Bach
The Peace May Be Exchanged (from “Rubrics”) Dan Locklair
Now Thank We All Our God Sigfrid Karg-Elert
Nimrod (from “Enigma Variations”) Edward Elgar
Now Thank We All Our God (Toccata) Egil Hovland
Duet:   Pie Jesu (from REQUIEM) Andrew Lloyd Webber

Ginny Corradino, soprano, and Allison Melton, mezzo soprano

Pie Jesu, qui tollis peccata mundi dona eis requiem.  Pie Jesu, qui tollis peccata mundi dona eis requiem. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi dona eis requiem.  Sempiternam requiem.
(Merciful Jesus, you take away the sins of the world.  Grant them rest.  Merciful Jesus, you take away the sins
of the world.  Grant them rest.  O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world.  Grant them eternal rest.)

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE Rev. Dr. Todd Speed

*CALL TO WORSHIP  (Psalm 121)
Leader: I will lift up my eyes to the hills, from where will my help come?
People: My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
Leader: He will not let your foot be moved: he who keeps you will not slumber.
People: He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
Leader: The LORD is your keeper: the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
People: The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
Leader: The LORD will keep you from all evil: he will keep your life.
People: The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on, and

forevermore.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION AND PRAISE



*HYMN 35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty Lobe den Herren

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by

what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole
heart and mind and strength.  We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we
shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

ANTHEM Prayer of St. Francis Allen Pote
Chancel Choir

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace.  Where there is hatred, let me sow love.  Where there is injury, Thy
pardon, Lord.  Where there is doubt, let there be faith.  O Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace.  Where there’s
despair let me bring hope.  Where there is darkness, let there be light.  Where there is sadness, let there be joy.  O
Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive, and it is in pardoning that we are pardoned.  And it is in
dying that we are born to eternal life.

                                                                                                 [text: St. Francis of Assisi]

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS Lucia Sizemore
Psalm 30:1-5, 11-12
Proverbs 31:10-31

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS Dr. Speed
Acts 16:11-15
Philippians 4:4-9
Romans 8:31-39

ANTHEM Magnificat in E John Rutter
Chancel Choir

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.  For He hath regarded the lowliness
of His handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth, all generations shall call me blessed.  For He that is mighty hath
magnified me: and holy is His Name.  And His mercy is on them that fear Him throughout all generations.  He hath
shewed strength with His arm: He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the
mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the
rich He hath sent empty away.  He remembering His mercy hath holpen His servant Israel: as He promised to our
forefathers, Abraham and his seed, forever.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: World without end.  Amen.

                            [Luke 1:46-55 with Gloria Patri] 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We accept death as a part of the good life we are given.  We are reluctant to surrender life,

but we know in the end that earthly death comes to each of us.  But death is no match for God. 
The resurrection of Jesus was God’s victory over death.  Death often seems to prove that life is
not worth living, that our best efforts and deepest affections go for nothing.  But we do not yet
see the end of death.  Christ has been raised from the dead, transformed, and yet the same
person, and in his resurrection is the promise of ours.



We are convinced the life God wills for each of us is stronger than the death that
destroys us.  The glory of life everlasting exceeds our imagination but we know we shall be
with Christ.  So we treat death as a broken power.  Its ultimate defeat is certain.  In the face
of death, we grieve, yet no life ends so tragically that its meaning and value are destroyed. 
Nothing, not even death, can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Thus, in hope, we celebrate life.

From A Declaration of Faith, PC(USA)

EXPRESSIONS OF THANKSGIVING Alex Cook, Dr. Speed

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING and THE LORD’S PRAYER Dr. Speed
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*HYMN God of the Marching Centuries Gaines
(see next page for hymn text and music)

*PASTORAL CHARGE and BENEDICTION Dr. Speed

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY
Organ Symphony V: Toccata Charles-Marie Widor

^   ^   ^

The family will receive friends at a reception in the Keith Parlor
following the service.







Elinor Howard Cook

Elinor Howard Cook, deeply devoted wife, proud mother, and friend to so many, passed into God’s hands
early on the morning of January 2, 2022.  Elinor was born on December 12,1946 in Decatur, Georgia.  The
younger of two daughters of William Schley Howard, Jr. and his wife Nelle Chamlee Howard, Elinor was
raised in Decatur and graduated with the Class of 1965 from Decatur High School.  She met Leslie Cook,
a student at Georgia Tech, as they both attended the Westminster Fellowship at Decatur Presbyterian
Church.  She graduated from University of Tennessee with a B.S. in Home Economics and married Leslie
on December 30, 1969.  Together, they raised two cherished sons, Alex and Michael.

Elinor made Decatur Presbyterian Church the center of her life and actively served to point of being known
as The Church Lady– an affectionate nickname that she accepted with pride and joy.  Her faith, her most
cherished relationships, memories and experiences extend from her life at Decatur Presbyterian.  She found
a strong sense of purpose in serving others through the DPC community to bring joy and comfort and a
sense of belonging to those around her.  She also found particular joy in the music and worship created by
the church's choirs and the organ.

Elinor supported the goals and dreams of her husband, sons and friends with unwavering commitment and
enthusiasm.  She loved supporting her sons’ passions and hobbies throughout her life where her voice as
a cheerleader could not be missed in the largest crowds.  Throughout her life, Elinor was a hard-working,
persistent, force of nature who was full of energy and always involved in the center of the action wherever
she went.  When it was time to relax and recharge, Elinor could be found on the back deck reading a book
or needlepointing while looking over the ocean at Holden Beach, NC.  It allowed her to feel a different
closeness to God and those that she loved.

Elinor is survived by her loving and devoted husband Les Cook, and her cherished sons Alex Cook (Gwen)
and Michael Cook (Emmie).  She will be greatly missed by her sister Lucia Howard Sizemore and her
husband Thomas Sizemore III and their two daughters Julia Sizemore Nesbit and Laura Sizemore.

In lieu of flowers, please consider donations to Decatur Presbyterian Church, 205 Sycamore Street, Decatur,
GA 30030 www.dpchurch.org, especially to the Nelle Howard Organ Fund.

Originally Published by Atlanta Journal-Constitution on Jan. 9, 2022.



God has told you, O mortal, what is good
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8
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