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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed
May 15, 2022

5th Sunday of Easter / Confirmation Sunday

10:30 a.m.

*Please stand, as you are able. Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Easter isn’t just a Sunday — it’s a season.
One day out of 365 is hardly sufficient to celebrate the great mystery of our faith — that Jesus Christ is risen from
the dead. Accordingly, the season of Easter lasts seven weeks (a “week of weeks”), spanning the 50 days from the
Sunday of the Resurrection to Pentecost Sunday and encompassing the festival of the Ascension of the Lord. The
season of Easter is intended to be a joyful time for celebrating the presence of the risen Christ in the church.
OPENING VOLUNTARY

Prelude

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Buryl Red
Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leah Beaubien, confirmand
Leader: We are disciples of Christ, no matter our age, no matter our race, no matter our gender.
People: We are all disciples.
Leader: We are disciples of Christ, called to love and serve as Jesus taught.
People: We are all disciples.
Leader: We are disciples of Christ, and we worship the living God.
People: We are all disciples.
*OPENING HYMN 377

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

Houston

CALL TO CONFESSION
Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
Leader: When we look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, we see the only one who was perfect, the
only one who lived a life without sin. Therefore we gather ourselves in the presence of Christ and confess
our sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All:
God of all creation, look upon me, a sinner, and forgive me for the terrible things I have done. I
have sinned against You. I have sinned against Your good creation. I have sinned against my
fellow humans. There is no part of this world that is not stained by my sin.
I pray that You will accept my confession and hear my apology.
I pray that You will turn me away from sin and evil.
I pray that You will lead me to be more faithful and honest.
Silence is kept for personal prayers of confession.
Leader: Forgive us, O Lord, for the sins we confess and for the sins we do not know how to name.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: We are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses who have shown us the mystery of faith. Therefor let
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race
that is set before us. We do this by the power of Jesus Christ, in whom we are forgiven.
All children are invited forward. Following the Intergenerational Moment, children
ages 4 to 3rd grade have the option of attending Children’s Chapel in the Children’s Ministry classroom.
(Parents are welcome to walk out with us to see where we meet.) For pick up after worship, exit the sanctuary
through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk and take the stairs all the way down. Then, turn left
to go down the short set of stairs. The room is the first on your left. If you need assistance finding this space, please
ask an usher.
Today’s Children’s Chapel Leaders: Susan Boudreau and Mary Boyce

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.

Dona Cucich and Dené Dixon, confirmation mentors

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Jordan Taylor, confirmand

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS

Philippians 4:4–7
(pew Bible, page 198, NT)
Rev. Fletcher
Hebrews 12:1–2
(pew Bible, page 226, NT)

Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
SERMON

Practice Joy:“Practice Joy at All Times”

Rev. Fletcher

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF EASTER FAITH
Susan Tribble, confirmation mentor
This is the good news which we have received, in which we stand and by which we are saved, if we
hold it fast; that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; that he was buried; that he was
raised on the third day; and that he appeared first to the women, then to Peter and the disciples, and
then to many faithful witnesses.
We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.
He is the first and the last, the beginning and the end.
He is our Lord and our God.
With the faithful of every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or death can separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
RECEPTION OF THE CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2022
INTRODUCTION OF CONFIRMANDS
Leah Beaubien, Lily Anna Ollinger, Jordan Taylor

Rev. Fletcher

QUESTIONS TO THE CONFIRMANDS
Who is your Lord and Savior? (Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.)
Trusting in God’s grace, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil in the world? (I do.)
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his word and showing his love? (I will.)
Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, participating actively and responsibly in its worship and
mission and will you seek the fellowship of the church wherever you may be? (I will.)
QUESTION FOR BAPTISM
Leader: Putting your whole trust in the grace and love of Jesus Christ, Jordan, do you desire to be baptized?
Youth: I do.
QUESTIONS TO THE CONGREGATION
Dudley Larus, Clerk of Session
Clerk: Do you, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture Jordan Taylor by word
and deed, with love and prayer?
People: We do.
Clerk: Will you encourage him to know and follow Christ and to be a faithful member of his church?
People: We will.
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Jordan David Taylor, born October 31, 2007, son of Octavia Bowman

Rev. Fletcher, Dudley Larus

CHARGE TO THE CONFIRMANDS

Rev. Fletcher

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
Dr. Speed
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your
concerns, and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

O For a Closer Walk with God

Scottish Psalter
arr. Charles V. Stanford

O for a closer walk with God, A calm and heav’nly frame; A light to shine upon the road That leads me to the Lamb! Return,
O holy Dove; Return sweet messenger of rest; I hate the sins that made Thee mourn, And drove Thee from my breast. So
shall my walk be close with God, Calm and serene my frame; So purer light shall mark the road That leads me to the Lamb.
[text:William Cowper]

*EASTER DOXOLOGY
Lasst uns Erfreuen
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*CLOSING HYMN 295

Sine Nomine

Go to the World

*BENEDICTION

Rev. Fletcher and Youth

CHORAL BENEDICTION

Claire Benediction

John Rutter

May the Lord show his mercy upon you; May the light of his presence be your guide. May he guard you and uphold you;
May his spirit be ever by your side. When you sleep, may his angels watch over you; When you wake, may he fill you with
his grace: May you love him and serve him all your days, Then in heaven may you see his face.

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY

Postlude
^ ^ ^
Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster
Chancel Choir
^ ^ ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of
memory of our parents
Romaigne Thomas Adams
Paul L. Newsome and Katurah Newsome
by
Gordon and Mabel Hersh
her family
and our brothers
Robert Newsome, John Newsome,
and David Hersh
by Jim & Margaret Newsome

Buryl Red

Confirmation Sunday
The Confirmation journey in the tradition of the PC (U.S.A.) is a milestone along a lifelong
journey of faith in Christ. It is a time for learning, growth, questioning, discerning, and
wrestling with the major tenets of the Christian faith. Our Confirmation process contains
elements of study, fellowship, service, worship, and reflection. Each youth was paired with
an adult member of DPC who served as their mentor throughout the process. Confirmation
pis designed to introduce youth to shared journey of faith we walk together each day while
also giving them the freedom to make their own decision about their beliefs, faith and
involvement in the Church.
Presbyterians describe baptism as a sign and seal of the covenant of grace made by God through Jesus and
extended to us. In baptism, God claims us as beloved children and members of Christ’s body, the church,
washing us clean from sin as we renounce the power of evil and seek the will and way of God. We celebrate
baptism as a communal act of public worship. Presbyterians practice both adult and infant baptism. Infant
baptism expresses that it is God who chooses us for faith, discipleship, and salvation; without God, we have no
power to claim these things for ourselves. However, we affirm that people come to faith at different stages in
life, and recognize the baptism of adult believers as an equally valid expression of the sacrament. Christ’s
gracious invitation is open to all. And baptism is but the beginning of a lifelong journey of faith formation.
^ ^ ^

Thanks to All Who Participated in the 2022 Confirmation Journey
Sophia Arnold, confirmand
Susan Tribble, mentor
Leah Beaubien, confirmand
Dené Dixon, mentor
Wyatt Bennett, confirmand
David Huffine, mentor
Zachary Eldridge, confirmand
Aaron McClennen, mentor
Lily Anna Ollinger, confirmand Dona Cucich, mentor
Jordan Taylor, confirmand
Phil Hathorn, mentor
^ ^ ^
Staff Birthdays and Anniversaries in May
Birthday: Emily Wilmesherr, May 25
Service Anniversaries: Juan Hernandez, 6 years, started at DPC May 15, 2016
Denise Howell, 20 years, started at DPC May 22, 2002
^ ^ ^
NEW! Download the Vanco Mobile App to Make Easy Payments to the Church!
Download the app, click “Find your organization” and search Decatur Presbyterian Church, Decatur,
GA, enter your Payment method and you are set up!
Example: For Wednesday Night Supper: Choose Congregational Events, enter a payment method,
show confirmation to pay table host, and you are good to go! The App is also usable for all church
donations and event payments!
^ ^ ^
A Screening of the Documentary “The Neutral Ground” A Story about Sore Losers on May 22
May 22, 2022
3:00 to 5:30 pm
Plaza Theater
1049 Ponce de Leon Avenue, NE
Learn about the removal of confederate monuments from New Orleans to the city of Decatur. Change the narrative
with us as we create new art that reflects the voices of Black and Indigenous people telling the truth of history! To
benefit Art for the People, as a program of the Beacon Hill Black Alliance for Human Rights. Art for the People
erects public art to promote an alternative narrative to symbols of white supremacy such as the ones Beacon Hill led
the way in removing in Decatur. For tickets, visit: http://plazaatlanta.com/.

Electronic Recycling
The DPC Threshold Ministry is sponsoring an Electronics Recycling opportunity this month!
Bring your unwanted electronic items after worship on Sunday, May 22 and Sunday May 29 to
the Fellowship Hall door at the main parking lot. The volunteers will be at the Fellowship Hall
door from 11:45 am to 1:30 pm both Sundays. You may also bring items to the church on
Monday, May 25 and Wednesday, May 25 from 9:00 am to 9:30 am during the DPCC (Decatur
Presbyterin Children’s Community) car pool drop off (same location).
Accepting: Tablets, Cell Phones, Laptops, Desk Top Computers/Monitors, Batteries, and Small
Electronics
NO TVs or appliances containing freon accepted.
This will enable our Threshold Ministry to stock working tablets and laptops for their guests. Cell phones will be
donated to partner agencies working with Domestic Abuse Survivors.
^ ^ ^
Young Adult Lunch Gathering May 22
Meet in the Terrace Garden after worship (about 11:40 am) and walk to a nearby eatery on the square in Decatur for
lunch with Pastor Tully. Let him know you are coming at 919-819-2057.
^ ^ ^
Compassion Camp June 6–10
This summer DPC will be hosting Compassion Camp: Be Loved. Be Kind. Be You. Rising 3 year olds through
rising 6th graders are invited to participate in our VBS program. Camp week will be June 6-10. Register NOW for the
in-person camp from 9am-12pm for small group, in-door and outdoor activities.
Masks will be requested regardless of vaccination status. We will close registration on May 22nd to make sure we
have enough volunteers to have a safe in-person camp. Camp and church leadership will continue to monitor the
COVID numbers leading up to camp and will make adjustments as needed for our campers and volunteers to have a
safe and meaningful camp week.
Contact Rev. Emily Wilmesherr with any questions (ewilmesherr@dpchurch.org).
In order to make an in-person camp possible, we need a lot of volunteers. Here are some of the ways to help:
Shepherds for small groups- stay with a group throughout the week, guiding them through activities that are
prepared in advance; Rotation leaders and helpers- In search of 2 adult leaders for art, reflection, or games as well
as youth or adult assistants; Carpool/Sign children in and out- Helping children to arrive at and depart from camp
safely each day. Checking temperatures and signing children in; Camp Floaters- help with tasks that arise during the
week of camp; Preparing kits and supplies the week before camp; Monetary donations to help provide camper
scholarships. Suggested donations of $35 but any amount is helpful.
^ ^ ^
Wednesday Night Activities
We have finished our program year for Wednesday Night activities. We look forward to seeing you back August 10
^ ^ ^
Summer Sermon Seris: Strong Women of Faith Begins June 19
Join us this summer for a sermon series on Strong Women of Faith, featuring the
stories of Sarah, Hagar, Miriam, Deborah, Ruth, Hannah, and Esther.

Celebrating Our Gradautes
Congratulations to all those graduating this spring!
Sam DeLisle
Sam will be graduating from Decatur High School, with
honors. His plans are to attend Virginia Tech in the fall
and study Industrial Engineering.
Chapman Drake
Presbyterian College
Majored in Business Administration
Rush Forquer
Will attend Wake Forest University
Benjamin Gatchel
Ben will be attending UGA this fall and plans to major in
Business Analytics. He is currently a senior at Decatur
High School.
Eric Gehle
Eric received an Associate’s degree in Environmental
Science in December 2021 from Montana State
University. He is continuing his studies in Fish and
Wildlife Ecology at the university.
Nate Geiger
Graduating from Druid Hills High School with plans to
continue education in Business
Parker Hills
Will attend Georgia State
Suzanne Huffine (David & Linda Huffine's daughter)
Winterrowd, earned a Master’s in Human Resources
Management from the University of Richmond on May
7, 2022. Suzanne is employed as a Human Resources
Administrator for Chesterfield County Public Schools,
Virginia’s third largest school district.
Brianna Hunter
Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA
BA in Psychology with a minor in Chinese Language and
Cultural Studies. Plans to continue studying Mandarin in
Taiwan in the Fall.
Sean Hunter
US Coast Guard Academy, New London, CT
BS in Government with a concentration in Security
Studies
Sean will be serving on the CGC Oliver Henry in Guam.
Tyler Johnson
Will attend University of Michigan, study Tuba
performance & playing in the Marching Band
Demar Kline (family of John & Mary Kline)
Graduating from Center Point High School in
Birmingham.

Felix Kloc
Emory Law
Graduated with honors
Felix will be joining Savage, Turner, Pinckney, Savage
& Sprouse in Savannah after the bar exam
Veronica McClennen
St. Olaf College (Northfield MN)
Graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree s in Music and
Biology at the end of May. She will be taking a gap year
to apply to Dental School.
Karsten Ortlip (grandson of Ray & Mickey Willoch)
Kennesaw State
Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Mamisoa Rakotomalala (former DPC Intern)
Columbia Theological Seminary
Doctor of Educational Ministry (DedMin) and
Master of Theology (ThM), concentration Practical
Theology
Kason Rheney
University of Georgia
Graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Mechanical Engineering. He will be working at an
engineering firm based in Norcross.
Diane Kline Roberts (daughter of John & Mary Kline)
AS in Education from Salt Lake Community College in
Utah. Plans to go to The University of Utah for a degree
in Education.
Sophie Shepherd (granddaughter of Joe Mehlhop)
Druid Hills High School
She is valedictorian and will be going to Princeton
University majoring in Economics.
Anna Taggart
Will attend College of Wooster, will be playing soccer
Isabel Taggart
Will attend Kenyon College, will be playing soccer
Jacob Kennedy Vaughan
Coastal Carolina University
Bachelor of Arts (magna cum laude)
Jake will pursue a Master’s Degree in Economics at
Georgia State University in the fall
Price Willoch (grandson of Ray & Mickey Willoch)
Colorado State University
Graduated and will stay to pursue Master’s Degree in
Parks and Recreation and Business

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not
receiving our emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):
May 16–Memorial Service for Romaigne Adams, 11:00 am in the sanctuary, reception to follow
May 21–Memorial Service for John Per-Lee, 11:00 am in the sanctuary, reception to follow
May 22–Young Adult Lunch, meet after worship to walk to lunch in Decatur
May 22 & 29–Electronic Recycling sponsored by Threshold Ministry, after worship thru 1:30 pm, drive thru at
Fellowship Hall door , main parking lot.
June 5–Pentecost Sunday, wear red to church! Also welcoming Agnes Scott College alumnae!
June 6-10, Compassion Camp, 9 to 12 pm, for 3 year olds to rising 6th graders. In-person & at-home options.
Register now on our website www.dpchurch.org
June 12–18, Montreat High School Youth Conference for rising 9th graders through graduating seniors, contact
Tully Fletcher for more info (on all youth events) at tfletcher@dpchurch.org
July 9–16, High School Youth Mission Trip to Mobile, AL
July 17–All Church Cook Out at Mason Mill Park, hamburgers and hot dogs provided, bring a side or dessert!
4:00 to 7:00 pm.
July 20–24, Montreat Middle School Youth Conference for youth who have completed 5th, 6th, 7th or 8th grade,
held at Maryville College in Maryville, TN
August 7–Kick Off Sunday (Wednesday Nights will resume August 10)

May 22 Todd Speed
May 29 Emily Wilmesherr
June 5 Todd Speed
June 12 Todd Speed

“Follow Me” Upcoming Sermon Texts
Theme: Honor God’s Diversity
“Affirm”–Affirm People Who are Marginalized; Genesis 1 & 2
”Listening”–Center Voices from the Margins; Matthew 15:21-28
“Challenging”–Work for Liberation While Challenging Oppression; Numbers
27:1–11; Luke 6:27-31
“Overturning”–Use Advantages to Overturn Inequality; Mark 10:17–31; Luke
19:1-10

Scan this
code with
your smart
phone to
give online!
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