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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed
June 19, 2022

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Father’s Day, Juneteenth

10:30 a.m.

*Please stand, as you are able. Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
OPENING VOLUNTARY

Adagio (from Organ Sonata I)

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Felix Mendelssohn
Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV

*CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Genesis 21:17-19)
One: The One who created all humans, who formed us in the womb, tells us this:
All: You are fearfully and wonderfully made in My image.
One: The One who hears the voices of peoples long silenced, tell us this:
All: I will walk beside you and I will lift you up.
One: The One who cared for Hagar and her son in the wilderness tell us this:
All: Do not be afraid, for God has heard your voice.
One: The One who nurtures us, who calls us by name, tells us this:
All: I am the Lord your God. You are precious in my sight and I love you.
*OPENING HYMN 301

Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome)

CALL TO CONFESSION

Two Oaks
Rev. Emily Wilmesherr

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: You create all people in your image and
call us to love one another as you love us. We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity
of the human family. We have desired to live in freedom, while building walls between ourselves and others.
We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, while making judgements of others based on the
color of skin, or the shape of features, or the varieties of human experience. We have tried to love our
neighbors individually while benefitting from systems that hold those same neighbors in oppression.
Forgive us, Holy God. Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people. Strengthen us for the
work of reconciliation rooted in love. Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our
diversity, even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, Holy and undivided Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Children are invited forward. Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have
the option of attending Children’s Chapel, for June and July held in the Nursery. For pick up after worship,
exit the sanctuary through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk and take the stairs up a half level.
Then, go through the glass door and the Nursery is directly across the hall. If you need assistance finding this space,
please ask an usher.
Today’s Children’s Chapel Leader: Linda LeBron

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.

Rev. Fletcher

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Rev. Wilmesherr

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Leader:
People:

Genesis 16
(pew Bible, page 12, OT)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Summer Sermon Series: Strong Women of Faith
SERMON

“Hagar”

Rev. Wilmesherr

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith)
Rev. Fletcher
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by
grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together
with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and
apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women
and men to all ministries of the church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray
without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church
and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live
holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
RECOGNITION OF SYLVESTER POOLE

Marianne Adams, Personnel Ministry

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
Rev. Fletcher
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING
Rev. Wilmesherr
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your
concerns, and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Lead Me, LORD

Samuel Sebastian Wesley

Lead me, LORD, lead me in Thy righteousness, make Thy way plain before my face. For it is Thou, LORD, only, that
makest me dwell in safety.
[Psalm 5:8;4:9]

*DOXOLOGY 606
Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!

Rev. Wilmesherr

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*CLOSING HYMN 339

Lift Every Voice and Sing

*BENEDICTION
*CLOSING VOLUNTARY

Lift Every Voice
Rev. Wilmesherr

Allegro Assai Vivace (from Organ Sonata I)

Felix Mendelssohn

^ ^ ^
Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster
Chancel Choir
^ ^ ^
Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of our fathers,
Paul G. Coleman and Dudley J. Larus, Sr.
and Sydney's brother,
Bruce M. Coleman,
and our friend
Alan Kenton
by
Sydney Coleman & Dudley Larus
  
The Flower Guild would like to have your extra (clean) vases! We deliver flowers every week to church and
community members on our radar who could use a note of cheer! If you have vases of any size, please bring them to
the front desk or put them in the flower room. We will put them to good use!
^ ^ ^
Father’s Day Ice Cream Social
Join us in the Terrace Garden today after worship for delicious popsicles, Ice cream sandwiches, and Good Humor
bars!
^ ^ ^
Staff Birthdays and Anniversaries in June
Birthday: Todd Speed, June 26
Anniversaries: Drew Wilmesherr, 3 years (6/1/19),Contemporary Worship Leader
Leslie Raymer, 3 years (6/10/19). Threshold Ministry Coordinator
^ ^ ^
Do You Love Weddings?
If everything about the exchange of vows and the sound of the Bridal March sends chills up
your spine, you might be the perfect candidate to be a member of
DPC’s NEW WEDDING GUILD!
As you may know, Elinor Cook served as our Wedding Coordinator in past years, and her
untimely death left us needing to fill that position, as well as many others! Lynn Evans was a
professional Wedding Planner in a former life. She has agreed to help form the Wedding
Guild, and teach others the “in’s and out’s”of wedding directing. .
Are you interested? If so, please email Lynn at Lynn.rgeiii@gmail.com to find out more.

All Church Cook Out July 17
Join us on Sunday, July 17 from 4:00 to 7:00 pm at Mason Mill Park for the All Church Cook
Out! We will provide burgers and hot dogs–bring a side dish or dessert to share and come
enjoy food and fellowship with your church family. There is a pavilion for shade, a play area
for games and a good time for all!
^ ^ ^
Welcome New Members!
We welcomed three new members on Sunday, June 5, after the session approved their applications prior to the service.
Mary Lynn Darden has retired after a 40-year career with Presbyterian churches, including a dozen
years in the office of the president of Columbia Theological Seminary. She joins DPC by
reaffirmation of faith.
She served as a music missionary in Brazil in the ‘80s, and in music ministries for North Avenue,
Good Shepherd, Steward Avenue and Avondale Pattillo Presbyterian and Methodist churches.
MaryLynn has joined the DPC choir as an alto, and is helping Matt McMahan as music librarian.
She enjoyed reading, movies, and cats and doting on a nice and three nephews and their children.
Anne Sartorius Payne joined by transfer of letter from Woods Memorial Presbyterian Church in
Severna Park, Maryland, when she and her late husband Carvel raised three children.
She is a retired first grade teacher (23 years) and children’s librarian, happy to be near all her
children and grandchildren now, including the Gatchel family at DPC. Anne and her husband moved
from a smaller to larger condo after his retirement, but had been traveling to Atlanta for several years
to visit with and support their family.
One dream of her husband’s was realized in 2018 when they traveled to London on vacation with the
extended family. Anne enjoys reading and cooking, and is looking forward to making friends and
getting involved at DPC, which she calls a “very welcoming church.”.
Nancy Reed joins via transfer of letter from Decatur First United Methodist Church. She has been
an active member of several Presbyterian churches which have since closed, serving as an elder,
Sunday School teacher, choir member, secretary and treasurer.
She was a homemaker, supporting her husband Gary in the dry cleaning business, and raising four
sons. She now has five grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
Nancy has volunteered and served on the auxiliary board for Emory DeKalb Hospital for nearly 50
years. She enjoys gardening, reading, and playing bridge.
^ ^ ^
Thank You!!
I can not express how much all the sweet cards and notes, generous gifts, all the expressions of support and
appreciation received on the occasion of my 20th anniversary at DPC have meant to me! I enjoyed a lovely lunch with
fellow staff members–and welcomed back some former ones! I saw the wonderful video from the worship service on
May 29 from home where I could let the tears freely fall (so thankful for the Live Stream team!) I have enjoyed my
time working with you all and look forward to many more years here with you. Thank you all for making this such a
special place to work. Much love, Denise Howell
^ ^ ^
Family Retreat at the Calvin Center August 20 & 21
Families of children and youth are invited to the Calvin Center for a Retreat August 20 & 21. You may come for the
day or stay overnight. All children, youth, and their families are welcome! This is the kick off retreat for families to
reconnect. Come enjoy canoeing, archery, swimming, worship, games, and more! Registration opens soon!
^ ^ ^
Todd Speed Away
Dr. Speed will be on vacation this Sunday, June 19, visiting with extended family. On June 26, he will preach as part
of the summer worship series in the outdoor chapel of the Idlewild Community, Idlewild, New Mexico.

Celebrating Sylvester Poole
25 Years of Service to Decatur Presbyterian Church and
Decatur Presbyterian Children’s Community
Sunday, June 19, 2022
Today we offer our thanks and appreciation to Sylvester Poole for 25 years of faithful
service to the church (DPC) and pre-school (DPCC), serving as custodian and
groundskeeper. Sylvester began working for DPCC on July 1, 1997 and nearly 10
years later started also working for DPC.
Sylvester’s primary responsibility for the church is grounds maintenance and upkeep,
and for the pre-school he serves as custodian during the school year. Other than
Sunday mornings when he opens and closes the church campus, most of Sylvester’s
work is done evenings and weekends when no one else is around. On Saturdays, he
cuts grass, trims bushes, and picks up trash and other waste. He also vacuums the Sanctuary each week before
worship, cleans up after, and handles other duties as requested.
Sylvester’s work at DPC and DPCC is actually a second job for him. He arrives at DPCC at 3:30 am to sweep, mop,
vacuum, and scrub until 6:00 am before heading off to his full-time job at OFS (Optical Fiber Solutions) in Norcross
where he works from 6:30 am to 2:45 pm weekdays.
Sylvester grew up in Sandersville, GA and is one of eight children. He attended Limestone Baptist Church and still
considers that his church home. After graduating from TJ Elder High School in 1963, he moved to Pennsylvania and
worked for a trucking company. Despite disliking the cold weather, he stayed there for over 30 years before moving
back to Georgia.
Sylvester will turn 77 on October 17 – although many people think he looks decades younger. He is not thinking about
retirement, following the model set by his mother who, he says, worked until she couldn’t work anymore. He has six
children – four sons and two daughters. His younger daughter and 10-year-old “grandbaby” live with him in Decatur.
Sylvester loves all holidays – especially Christmas – and enjoyed attending the annual summer reunion of his extended
family until it stopped in the first year of the pandemic. His favorite sport is basketball, which he played a lot in his
younger years. He likes watching re-runs of “Walker, Texas Ranger”. His favorite food is chicken – fried, BBQ, any
way you cook it.
Sylvester’s wish is that everybody would like everybody else. “I know it
won’t happen,” he says, “but that’s my wish in life.... I love everybody . I
don’t care who you are. I’ve always felt like that. The good Lord has been
good to me. He looks out for me ... and I just want to do the best for Him. I
say my prayers every night and thank Him for every day that I wake up and
thank him for all the health He has given me.... I know I’m the way I am
because of Him.”
Sylvester, DPC thanks God for you!

“The DPC family today expresses profound gratitude for Sylvester Poole. For 25 years, Sylvester has been working
behind the scenes, taking good care of DPC’s facilities and property. Sylvester is a hard worker; he is consistent,
reliable, helpful, unflappable. Always ready with a smile, Sylvester handles whatever comes his way with grace and
kindness. DPC has truly been blessed by Sylvester’s faithful work over these several decades. Thank you, Sylvester!”
~ Todd Speed, Senior Pastor

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not
receiving our emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):
June 19, Celebrate Sylvester and Father’s Day Ice Cream Social after worship
July 9–15, High School Youth Mission Trip to Mobile, AL, contact Tully Fletcher for more info (on all youth
events) at tfletcher@dpchurch.org
July 17–All Church Cook Out at Mason Mill Park, hamburgers and hot dogs provided, bring a side or dessert!
4:00 to 7:00 pm.
July 20–24, Montreat Middle School Youth Conference for youth who have completed 5th, 6th, 7th or 8th grade,
held at Maryville College in Maryville, TN
August 7–Kick Off Sunday; first Wednesday Night Dinner & Programs on August 10
August 20-21, Family Retreat at Calvin Center, registration will be open soon!
August 27, Women’s Retreat at DPC–registration will be open soon!
“Follow Me” Sermon Series Taking a Break
We will take a break from the Follow Me Curriculum for our Summer Sermon Series on Strong
Women of Faith and a series in the fall on the Vital Congregations Initiative. We will return to
the curriculum October 2 with the Theme: “Practice Generosity.”
Summer Sermon Series: “Strong Women of Faith”
Join us this summer for a sermon series on Strong Women of Faith, featuring the stories of
Hagar, Sarah, Miriam, Deborah, Ruth, Hannah, and Esther.
June 26 Tully Fletcher
“Sarah”
Genesis 21:1-10
July 3
Todd Speed
“Miriam”
Exodus 15 (selected verses)
July 10
Todd Speed
“Deborah”
Judges 4 and 5 (selected verses)
July 17
Youth
“Ruth”
Ruth 2:14-18 & 1:14-18
Vital Congregations Initiative
The sermon series highlighting the Vital Congregations Initiative will begin on Kick Off Sunday,
August 7, with an overview, and the following seven Sundays will focus on each of the initiatives:
1) Lifelong Discipleship Formation, 2) Intentional Authentic Evangelism,
3) Outward Incarnational Focus, 4) Empower Servant Leadership, 5) Spirit-Inspired Worship,
6) Caring Relationships, 7) Ecclesial Health. More information on these topics to come!
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