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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

July 17, 2022 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:30 a.m.

*Please stand, as you are able.  Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

CHORAL INTROIT Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! Richard W. Dirksen
Rejoice, ye pure in heart! Rejoice, give thanks and sing!  Your festal banner wave on high: the Cross of Christ your King!

[Edward Hayes Plumptre]

PROCESSIONAL Abigail Ruth Bennett, Ellington Brooks-Lytle, Zachary Beaumont Eldridge,
Sadie Gray Hills, Lily Anna Ollinger

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Emily Wilmesherr
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP  (adapted from Genesis 12:1 & Ruth) Ellington Brooks-Lytle
One: The One who created all humans, who formed us in the womb, tells us this:
All: You are fearfully and wonderfully made in My image.
One: The One who hears the voices of peoples long silenced, tells us this:
All: I will walk beside you, and I will lift you up.
One: The One who is the God of Naomi, who is the God of Ruth, tells us this:
All: Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.
One: The One who nurtures us, who calls us by name, tells us this:
All: I am the Lord your God.  You are precious in my sight, and I love you.

*OPENING HYMN One Day Naomi and Ruth Crossed the Border O Quanta Qualia
One day, Naomi and Ruth crossed the border, Leaving a life filled with sorrow and pain.
Cautious yet hopeful, they journeyed together. Bravely, they sought to start over again.

What would we do if our loved ones had perished?  What if we found we were hungry and poor?
What would we do if the things we had cherished — Family and safety and hope — were no more?

Would we remain in the land we had loved there?  Would we stay home simply waiting to die?
Or would we dare to cross over the border?  Would we in faith give the journey a try?

Would there be folks in the land to receive us — Even if some said, “You’re not from this place”?
Would we cross freely? Would others believe us?  Would people greet us with kindness and grace?

One day, Naomi and Ruth crossed the border, This day, we see streams of new refugees.
God, you have called us to welcome the stranger; May we in love welcome people like these.

Text by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

CALL TO CONFESSION Robert Tilden Eldridge III
Leader: Why do we confess our sins?
People: Because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
Leader: But why do we do this together?
People: Because we are a community, a covenant people.
Leader: Then let us confess our sin.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION Robert Tilden Eldridge III
God of Grace, we like to think we are loyal to you and to each other, but most of the time we are most loyal
to ourselves.
We like to think we are generous and helpful, but most of the time we carefully calculate how much we can
give away so that our comfortable lifestyle remains intact.
We like to think we are inclusive and that we have moved past prejudiced ways of thinking, but when push
comes to shove, we will push and shove our way to the top, trampling women and immigrants to get there. 
We like to think we are loving, but compared to the great sacrifice you made for our salvation we are petty
and small minded.
(A moment of silence.)
Leader: Forgive us for our disloyalty, our greed, our arrogance, and our apathy.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Robert Tilden Eldridge III

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT Rev. Aisha Brooks-Johnson
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.

Children are invited forward.  Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have
the option of attending Children’s Chapel, for June and July held in the Nursery.  For pick up after worship,

exit the sanctuary through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk and take the stairs up a half level. 
Then, go through the glass door, and the Nursery is directly across the hall.  If you need assistance finding this space,

please ask an usher.  Today’s Children’s Chapel Leaders: Kathryn Hecker and Emily Wilmesherr

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Wyatt Bennett

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS Leah Beaubien and Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV
Ruth 1:14-18 and Ruth 2:14-18

(pew Bible, pages 241 & 242, OT)
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Summer Sermon Series: Strong Women of Faith
SERMON “Ruth” Rev. Fletcher

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (from A Brief Statement of Faith) Abigail Ruth Bennett
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit justifies us by

grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together
with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.  The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and
apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women
and men to all ministries of the church.  In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray
without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church
and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live
holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING Dr. Speed
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your

concerns and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)



OFFERTORY ANTHEM Entreat Me Not to Leave Thee Gordon Young
Ginny Corradino, soprano

 And Ruth said, “Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whiter thou goest, I will go; and
where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God, my God.  Where thou diest, will I die, and there
will I be buried: The LORD do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part thee and me.” [text: Ruth 1:16-17]

*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online! Dr. Speed

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*CLOSING HYMN 761 Called as Partners in Christ’s Service Beecher

*BENEDICTION Rev. Fletcher

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Tuba Tune in D Craig Sellar Lang

^   ^   ^

Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster

Chancel Choir

^   ^   ^

Open Dates on DPC’s Flower Calendar
We have two open dates on the Flower Calendar: September 18 and October 30.  Please contact Lee Smith, our

Flower Coordinator at smithle@bellsouth.net if you are interested in sponsoring flowers for worship on those dates.
^   ^   ^

All Church Cook Out TODAY!
Join us on TODAY from 4:00 to 7:00 pm at Mason Mill Park for the All Church Cook Out! 
We will provide burgers and hot dogs–bring a side dish or dessert to share and come enjoy
food and fellowship with your church family.  There is a pavilion for shade, a play area for
games and a good time for all!  Scan the red QR code to register!  (But come on even if you
forgot to register!)

^   ^   ^

SAM (Senior Adult Ministry) Trip to Botanical Gardens
The Senior Adult Ministry will be going to the Botanical Gardens for the “Origami in the Garden” exhibit on July 19
at 10am.  We will meet at the church at 8:30am to carpool or take the GVP bus.  Cost is $21/person plus lunch on
the way back.  Register for this event online or by calling the church office by noon on Monday, July 18.

^   ^   ^
Staff Birthdays & Service Anniversaries

Birthday:  Linda Huffine (Threshold Ministry Assistant) - July 14
Anniversaries: Matt and Lori McMahan (DPC Music Ministry) - 25 years (7/1/1997) - will be officially

celebrated later in the year
Sylvester Poole (Custodian) - 25 years (7/1/1997) - celebrated on June 19

^   ^   ^

Middle School Youth Montreat Conference
Remember these youth & adults in your prayers this week as they travel and participate in the Montreat Middle School 
Conference at Maryville College in Tennessee:  Adults:  Tully Fletcher, Julie Bailey
Youth:  Miriam Bailey, Allison Bombardier, Bernice Christy

^   ^   ^

Prayer Squares Are Back!
The Prayer Square Ministry has restarted.  Please stop by one of the baskets located in the narthex, Philips foyer, or at
the reception desk to pick up a square.  Prayer squares can be for yourself or someone you know who needs a little
reminder of the love that surrounds them.



Scan this
code with
your smart
phone to

give online!

Families Retreat at the Calvin Center August 20 & 21
Families of children and youth are invited to the Calvin Center for a Retreat August 20 & 21.  You
may come for the day or stay overnight.  All children, youth, and their families are welcome!  This is
the kick off retreat for families to reconnect.  Come enjoy canoeing, archery, swimming, worship,
games, and more!  Use this QR Code to register!

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not
receiving our emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):

July 19–SAM (Senior Adult Ministry) Trip to “Origami in the Garden” exhibit at the Atlanta Botanical Gardens

July 20–24, Montreat Middle School Youth Conference  for youth who have completed 5th, 6th, 7th or 8th grade,
held at Maryville College in Maryville, TN

August 7–Kick Off Sunday. Join us as we kick off the new program year–and lunch after worship!

August 10--Wednesday Night Dinner & Programs resume

August 20-21, Family Retreat at Calvin Center, registration will be open soon!

August 27, Women’s Retreat at DPC–registration will be open soon!

“Follow Me” Sermon Series Taking a Break
We are taking a break from the Follow Me Curriculum for our Summer Sermon Series on
Strong Women of Faith and a series in the fall on the Vital Congregations Initiative.  We will
return to the curriculum October 2 with the Theme: “Practice Generosity.”

                                     Summer Sermon Series: “Strong Women of Faith”
Join us this summer for a sermon series on Strong Women of Faith, featuring the stories of
Hagar, Sarah, Miriam, Deborah, Ruth, Hannah, and Esther.
July 24 Todd Speed “Hannah” I Samuel 1 and 2 (selected verses)
July 31 Todd Speed “Esther” Esther

Vital Congregations Initiative
The sermon series highlighting the Vital Congregations Initiative will begin on Kick Off Sunday, 
August 7, with an overview, and the following seven Sundays will focus on each of the initiatives:
 1) Engaged and Growing Disciples; 2) Good News Intentionally Shared; 3) Focused on 
Community Needs; 4) All Empowered to Serve; 5) Worship Inspired by the Spirit ; 6) Caring 
Relationships; 7) Healthy Church Life
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