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*Please stand, as you are able. Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
OPENING VOLUNTARY

Chant Donné

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Maurice Duruflé
Rev. Dr. Todd Speed

*CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from 1 Samuel 1:17)
One: The One who created all humans, who formed us in the womb, tells us this:
All: You are fearfully and wonderfully made in My image.
One: The One who hears the voices of peoples long silenced, tells us this:
All: I will walk beside you and I will lift you up.
One: The One to whom Hannah relentlessly prayed tells us this:
All: Go in peace; the God of Israel hears the petition you have made.
One: The One who nurtures us, who calls us by name, tells us this:
All: I am the Lord your God. You are precious in my sight and I love you.
*OPENING HYMN 667

When Morning Gilds the Skies

CALL TO CONFESSION

Laudes Domini
Rev. Emily Wilmesherr

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (from the Book of Common Worship)
Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden from us by our sins,
and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: Cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us
from proud thoughts and vain desires, that with reverent hearts we may draw near to you, confessing our
faults, confiding in your grace, and finding in you our refuge and strength and hope; through Jesus Christ,
your Son. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT
Rev. Dr. Lindsay Armstrong
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.
Children are invited forward. Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have
the option of attending Children’s Chapel, for June and July held in the Nursery. For pick up after worship,
exit the sanctuary through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk and take the stairs up a half level.
Then, go through the glass door, and the Nursery is directly across the hall. If you need assistance finding this space,
please ask an usher. Today’s Children’s Chapel Leader: Linda LeBron
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Speed

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS
Leader:
People:

I Samuel 1 & 2 (selected verses)
(pew Bible, page 244, OT)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Summer Sermon Series: Strong Women of Faith
SERMON

“Hannah”

Dr. Speed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Declaration of Faith)
Rev. Wilmesherr
Hope in God gives us courage for the struggle. The people of God have often misused God’s promises as
excuses for doing nothing about present evils. But in Christ the new world has already broken in and the
old can no longer be tolerated. We know our efforts cannot bring in God’s kingdom. But hope plunges us
into the struggle for victories over evil that are possible now in the world, the church, and our individual
lives. Hope gives us courage and energy to contend against all opposition, however invincible it may seem,
for the new world and the new humanity that are surely coming. Jesus is Lord! He has been Lord from the
beginning. He will be Lord at the end. Even now he is Lord.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
Rev. Wilmesherr
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
‘ALL IN’ FOR ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Dr. Speed

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your
concerns and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Day by Day

Martin How

Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things I pray: To see thee more clearly, Love thee more dearly; Follow thee more nearly,
day by day.
[text: St. Richard of Chichester]

*DOXOLOGY 606
Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*CLOSING HYMN 302

When Hands Reach Out and Fingers Trace

*BENEDICTION
*CLOSING VOLUNTARY

O Waly Waly
Dr. Speed

Trumpet Tune in B-flat
^ ^ ^
Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster
Chancel Choir
^ ^ ^
Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God
in loving memory of
Mary and Marvin Sledd
by
Sandra & Charles Sledd and family

Robert Powell

Open Dates on DPC’s Flower Calendar
We have two open dates on the Flower Calendar: September 18 and October 30. Please contact Lee Smith, our
Flower Coordinator at smithle@bellsouth.net if you are interested in sponsoring flowers for worship on those dates.
^ ^ ^
Prayer Squares Are Back!
The Prayer Square Ministry has restarted. Please stop by one of the baskets located in the narthex, Philips foyer, or at
the reception desk to pick up a square. Prayer squares can be for yourself or someone you know who needs a little
reminder of the love that surrounds them.
^ ^ ^
New Suicide Prevention/Crisis Lifeline
If you or someone you know is having thoughts of suicide or experiencing a mental health or substance use crisis, 988
provides direct connection to free, confidential, and compassionate support. When you call, text or chat 988, you’ll be
quickly connected to trained crisis counselors who will listen to your concerns, provide support, and connect you to
additional resources if needed. There is HOPE. The Lifeline WORKS. You are not alone in crisis. For 24/7
confidential support, just call, text, or chat 988.
^ ^ ^
Women’s Retreat August 27
The Rev. Bethany Benz-Whittington will join us as our guest speaker. Bethany is a pastor in East Tennessee, a
graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary, and creator of Sacred Calls: Zoom adult Christian Education. We will be
exploring reconnecting with one another, ourselves, and God while looking at scripture that will always keep us
grounded. All women are invited to join us for fellowship, worship, conversation, and study.
When:
August 27th, 10 am-4 pm
Where: Decatur Presbyterian Church
Cost:
$25, includes snacks, lunch, and materials
Childcare available for all children at no extra cost, please let us know in advance if you plan to bring your children so
we can plan accordingly. Registration is available online or by calling the church office.
^ ^ ^
Families Retreat at the Calvin Center August 20 & 21
Families of children and youth are invited to the Calvin Center for a Retreat August 20 & 21. You may
come for the day or stay overnight. All children, youth, and their families are welcome! This is the kick
off retreat for families to reconnect. Come enjoy canoeing, archery, swimming, worship, games, and
more! Use this QR Code to register!
^ ^ ^
A Note from Our Missionary on the Border
Rev. Mark Adams and his wife Miriam Maldonado Escobar, our PC(USA) Mission Co-workers Serving with
Frontera de Cristo in Agua Prieta, Sonora and Douglas, Arizona, will join us for worship at DPC on September 18.
Below is an update from a recent email about their upcoming Interpretation Assignment:
This fall, we are pleased to facilitate a trip just for you, called "A Week in the Borderlands." The trip is scheduled for
October 31 through November 5, and we'd love it if we could have a representative from at least 12 of our
supporting churches join us. We will personally be introducing you to each of our ministry partners, and you'll visit
their sites, meet their people, and witness the blessing of their ministry to the community. For more information and
to register for the trip, visit fronteradecristo.org and complete the Individual Registration Form. Note that you need a
current passport for this trip, as most of our time will be spent across the border in Agua Prieta.
Peace,
Mark & Miriam

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not
receiving our emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):
August 7–Kick Off Sunday. Join us as we kick off the new program year–and lunch by Moe’s after worship! Let
us know you will join us for lunch by registering at https://tinyurl.com/lunch87
August 10--Wednesday Night Dinner & Programs resume
August 20-21, Family Retreat at Calvin Center, registration is open!!
August 27, Women’s Retreat at DPC–registration is open!

“Follow Me” Sermon Series Taking a Break
We are taking a break from the Follow Me Curriculum for our Summer Sermon Series on
Strong Women of Faith and a series in the fall on the Vital Congregations Initiative. We will
return to the curriculum October 2 with the Theme: “Practice Generosity.”

Summer Sermon Series: “Strong Women of Faith”
Join us this summer for a sermon series on Strong Women of Faith, featuring the stories of
Hagar, Sarah, Miriam, Deborah, Ruth, Hannah, and Esther.
July 31
Todd Speed
“Esther”
Esther

Vital Congregations Initiative
The sermon series highlighting the Vital Congregations Initiative will begin on Kick Off Sunday,
August 7, with an overview, and the following seven Sundays will focus on each of the initiatives:
1) Engaged and Growing Disciples; 2) Good News Intentionally Shared; 3) Focused on
Community Needs; 4) All Empowered to Serve; 5) Worship Inspired by the Spirit ; 6) Caring
Relationships; 7) Healthy Church Life
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