
DECATUR
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA)

Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

August 7, 2022 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:30 a.m.

*Please stand, as you are able.  Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

CHORAL INTROIT God, Our Help and Constant Refuge Herbert Howells
God, our help and constant refuge, Ever present in our need! Though the earth be ever changing, Though it fall into the sea,
Rock secure, Ever sure, Through all tumult You endure.  God, the LORD of Hosts, is with us. Come, behold these mighty
deeds: Wars are ended, spears are broken, At this voice the world takes heed.  Come, O LORD, Break the Sword! Bring us
peace as Your reward. [text: Fred R. Anderson]

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: We come to church hungry, Lord!
People: Our souls are hungry for comfort, hungry for love, hungry for a new way of living.
Leader: Thank you for giving us this place and this time to worship and to live together in community.
People: We are eager to taste your goodness as we grow and serve together in faith.
Leader: We come to church hungry, O Lord!
People: Feed us by your grace.

*OPENING HYMN 509 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly Holy Manna

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Emily Wilmesherr

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of life and wisdom, we come before you today aware of our need for You and for others.  We

confess that sometimes we think we can do things all by ourselves.  At times, we become overly worried and
concerned over many things that are beyond our control.  We forget that You have good intentions for us
and that You have given us everything we truly need for the day at hand.  Forgive us for thinking about
ourselves alone and for not trusting in the care that You and others offer to us...
(Silence is kept for personal prayers of confession.)

Holy God, You always love us, even when we forget that we need Your love.  May your Spirit urge us
into loving You and loving our neighbor in ways that glorify Your name and help heal Your world; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT: Back to School Blessing Rev. Wilmesherr, Rev. Fletcher, Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.

Children are invited forward.  Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have
the option of attending Children’s Chapel in the Children’s Ministry classroom.  For pick up after worship, exit the

sanctuary through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk and take the stairs all the way down.
Then, turn left to go down the short set of stairs.  The room is the first on your left.  If you need assistance

finding this space, please ask an usher.  Today’s Children’s Chapel Leader: Emily Wilmesherr

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Dr. Speed

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
(pew Bible, page 616, OT)

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 12:1-21
(pew Bible, page 161, NT)

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Vital Congregations Initiative
SERMON “For the Sake of the Church and the World” Dr. Speed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  FAITH  (from A Declaration of Faith) Rev. Fletcher
The church has its ongoing story with God.  The church’s story with God did not end with the latest

events recorded in Scripture.  Across the centuries the company of believers has continued its pilgrimage
with the Lord of history.  It is a record of faith and faithlessness, glory and shame.  The church has been
persecuted by hostile societies, but it has also known times of privilege and power when it joined forces with
dominant cultures.  It has sought holiness through separation from society, as well as through involvement
in the world's affairs.  It has experienced life-giving reformations.  It has known missionary expansion
throughout the world, but also periods of dwindling resources and influence.  It has divided into rival
orders, sects and denominations, but it has also labored for cooperation and union.  We confess we are heirs
of this whole story. We are charged to remember our past, to be warned and encouraged by it, but not to
live it again.  Now is the time of our testing as God's story with the church moves forward through us.  We
are called to live now as God’s servants in the service of people everywhere.  Amen.

ALL HANDS ON DECK: Adult and Children’s Choirs Clark Simmons

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING Rev. Fletcher
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your

concerns, and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM With A Voice of Singing Martin Shaw
With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia. Utter it even unto the ends of the earth.  The Lord hath
delivered His people, Alleluia.  O be joyful in God, all ye lands, O sing praises to the honor of His name, make His praise
to be glorious.                                                  [taken from Isaiah 48 and Psalm 100]

*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!



CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
    Invitation to the Table Dr. Speed
    Responding with Thanksgiving Rev. Fletcher

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader: All honor and praise and glory be to God.
People: The Lord’s name be praised forever.

  Prayer of Thanksgiving

Sanctus 552 (choir and congregation) arr. Richard Proulx
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of power and might:  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

  Breaking the Bread and Pouring the Cup Dr. Speed and Rev. Fletcher

Agnus Dei (choir and congregation) arr. Richard Proulx
O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us Lamb of God, and grant us Your
peace.

The Sharing of the Joyful Feast with the Community of Faith

(Please exit your pew to the right to come forward to receive the elements.  Wait until you return to your seat to partake of
the elements.  Raise your hand if you are unable to come forward and we will bring the elements to you.)

  PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Dr. Speed

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*CLOSING HYMN 543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me Green Tyler

DR. SPEED’S 15th ANNIVERSARY Hikie Allen IV and Dudley Larus

*BENEDICTION Dr. Speed

*CHORAL RESPONSE Deep Peace John Bell and Ron Alexander
Deep peace of the running wave to you; Deep peace of the flowing air to you; Deep peace of the quiet earth to you; Deep
peace of the shining stars to you; Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you. [ancient Gaelic rune]

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Festive Trumpet Tune David German

^   ^   ^

Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster

Chancel Choir

^   ^   ^



Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of
Rev. Dr. J. Phillips Noble

Betty Pope “Popesy” Scott Noble
Milton Scott Noble

by Betty Scott Noble and Phil Noble, Jr.

^   ^   ^

August Staff Birthdays & Service Anniversaries
Birthdays: Tully Fletcher (Associate Pastor) - August 3

  Brandon Laird (Director, Decatur Presbyterian Children’s Community), August 23
Anniversaries: Todd Speed (Senior Pastor) - 15 years (8/1/2007)

Emily Wilmesherr (Associate Pastor) - 5 years (8/23/2017)

^   ^   ^

15-Year Anniversary for Our Senior Pastor
Today we celebrate Todd Speed's 15th anniversary as our Senior Pastor and 15 years
since Todd, Melanie and their four sons became part of the DPC church family.

To help commemorate the occasion, Todd is asking each of us to answer the question
“What do you love about DPC?” in 15 words or less.  Blank note cards will be available
at the reception desk and in the Narthex and Philips Foyer through next Sunday August
14.  Be sure to sign your name!  Or you can mail a card to Todd at the church office (205
Sycamore Street, Decatur, GA 30030).  These notes will be collected in an album along
with photos and highlights of the last 15 years as a gift to the Speeds.

You’ll also have an opportunity to greet Todd and Melanie at the Kick Off Sunday lunch
following the worship service.  And be sure to stop by the special dessert buffet where you can choose from 15
delicious offerings – one to represent each year of their ministry at DPC!

^   ^   ^

Welcome New Staff Member
Welcome to staff member, Lana Teko, who will be serving in a new part time role, Mission
Advocate. This 12 hour per week position is an important aspect of our recent staff
restructuring.  Lana is well known to the congregation. She and her family have been
members of DPC for eight years and Lana was elected to the Elder Class of 2023.
Lana has been involved in DPC mission projects, including Threshold Ministry, Angel Tree
and Rise Against Hunger. In other churches, she was involved in Habitat for Humanity
builds, disaster relief, and nursing home visits. Lana earned her doctorate in viola
performance and has 25 years of teaching experience, as well as planning workshops and
overnight trips. The Search Team - David Hughes, Connie Bryans, Joe Mehlhop, and Todd
Speed - were impressed with her interviews and strength of her references. 

“Throughout my faith journey, I have felt called to share Christ’s love in tangible and meaningful acts of service. I
hope to answer that call through this position...It is my sincere desire for DPC to be the home of a vibrant community
of missions that provides a place for all generations of the church family to engage.”

^   ^   ^

Open Date on DPC’s 2022 Flower Calendar
We have one open date on the 2022 Flower Calendar—September 18.  Please contact Lee Smith, our Flower

Coordinator at smithle@bellsouth.net if you are interested in sponsoring flowers for worship on that date.



All Hands On Deck!
Calling All Hands on Deck!  All participants in the DPC community are
encouraged to engage in ministry opportunities, in addition to regular Sunday
worship, that will deepen their belonging with others, help them to grow in their
relationship with God, and discover meaningful avenues to share the love of
Christ with neighbors.  To which of the “learning and growing” and/or “giving
and serving” opportunities available will you offer your time and commitment? 
Have you seen the booklet with the opportunities available listed?  Look for the
booklet with the All Hands on Deck logo for a listing many of the areas you can
engage beyond attending worship at DPC, with an attached card where you can

request more information.  Look for the hands on your table at lunch today, write your name and at least one of our
ministries where you are engaged beyond worship at DPC.  We will attach your ‘hands’ to our All Hands on Deck
board and fill our ‘deck’!

^   ^   ^

All Hands on Deck “Empowered to Serve” Highlight
Thanks be to God! for Dudley Larus, who serves as DPC’s Clerk of Session, champions ushering duties, Co-Chairs
the Outreach Team, leads the Wednesday early morning Bible Study, and serves almost weekly on the Live Stream
Team.  Got an empowered volunteer to highlight? Email dhowell@dpchurch.org.

^   ^   ^

Prayer Squares Are Back!
The Prayer Square Ministry has restarted.  Please stop by one of the baskets located in the narthex, Philips Foyer, or at
the reception desk to pick up a square.  Prayer squares can be for yourself or someone you know who needs a little
reminder of the love that surrounds them.

^   ^   ^

Women’s Retreat August 27
The Rev. Bethany Benz-Whittington will join us as our guest speaker and will explore with us the Ten
Commandments.  Bethany is a pastor in East Tennessee, a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary, and creator of
Sacred Calls: Zoom adult Christian Education.  Throughout the day we will ground our understanding of God in this
well-known and much beloved text while developing a fresh perspective on its call to community.  We will dabble in
love languages and creative writing together, so come ready and willing to see your church family with new eyes.

When: August 27th, 10 am-4 pm Where: Decatur Presbyterian Church
Cost:  $25, includes snacks, lunch, and materials

Childcare available for all children at no extra cost, please let us know in advance if you plan to bring your children so
we can plan accordingly.  Registration is available online or by calling the church office.

^   ^   ^

Families Retreat at the Calvin Center August 20 & 21
Families of children and youth are invited to the Calvin Center for a Retreat August 20 & 21.  You may
come for the day or stay overnight.  All children, youth, and their families are welcome!  This is the kick
off retreat for families to reconnect.  Come enjoy canoeing, archery, swimming, worship, games, and
more!  Use this QR Code to register!

^   ^   ^

Flower Guild Needs Vases
DPC’s Flower Guild would like to have the extra flower vases which are taking up room in your cabinets!  Every
week we deliver flowers to shut-ins, people who are sick, grieving, or people in our congregation and community who
need cheering up!  We go through a LOT of vases!  It’s helpful if you wash them first.  You can put them on the
Volunteer Desk, or leave them in the Flower Room.  Thanks so much!



Wednesday Night Supper & Programs Resume This Week!
Join us this Wednesday, August 10, for fellowship, faith formation, and good food!  The Wednesday schedule will be:

5:00 – 6:15 pm Parent Fellowship off campus
5:00 – 5:25 pm Cricket Choir (3 years old – Kindergarten) Ms. Mac’s Room, lower level

Kid’s Club (1st through 5th Grade) Large Children’s Ministry Room, lower level
5:30 – 6:15 pm Covenant Choir (1st through 5th Grade) Ms. Mac’s Room, lower level

Godly Play (3 years – Kindergarten) Godly Play Room, lower level
Faithful Living Adult Class Parlor Classroom, just inside main entrance

6:15 – 7:00 pm Dinner Fellowship Hall
7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal Scott Chapel

^   ^   ^

What Is a CHRISMON?
Chrismons are Christmas decorations with Christian symbols on them.  They help Christians to remember that
Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’ birthday.  They are often used on Christmas Trees in churches and Christians
homes.

They were first made by Frances Kipps Spencer at the Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia.  She also
thought of the word, Chrismon, which is a combination of Christ and monogram (meaning symbol).  The idea quickly
spread to other churches.  It is traditional that Christian groups make their own Chrismons featuring their favorite
symbols.

Chrismons are traditionally colored white and gold.  White is the liturgical (or Church) color for Christmas and
symbolizes that Jesus was pure and perfect.  Gold symbolizes His Majesty and Glory.

DPC has a Chrismon Tree every year.  On it we display handmade Christmon ornaments, made by church members at
various times in the past.  New ones are needed!  Would you like to make a new ornament to be used this year
and for many years to come? 

On August 16, 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. we will have a workshop to show how to make a chrismon.  At the
workshop, you can take home a kit, with everything you need to make a chrismon for the dpc tree!   Come be a part of
this wonderful project!!

^   ^   ^

Online Workshop
Braver Angels Georgia invites everyone to a free online workshop: Skills for Bridging the Divide, Sunday,
August 21, 2-5 p.m. Learn how to have constructive, respectful conversations between people who disagree
politically.  Practice these skills and be motivated to have respectful conversations with people in your family and
your social network. Learn more and register at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/skills-for-bridging-the-divide-ga-state-registration-383171234477.

^   ^   ^

A Note–and an Opportunity!–from Our Missionary on the Border
Rev. Mark Adams and his wife Miriam Maldonado Escobar, our PC(USA) Mission Co-workers Serving with
Frontera de Cristo in Agua Prieta, Sonora and Douglas, Arizona, will join us for worship at DPC on September 18. 
Below is an update from a recent email about their upcoming  Interpretation Assignment:
This fall, we are pleased to facilitate a trip just for you, called "A Week in the Borderlands."  The trip is scheduled
for October 31 through November 5, and we'd love it if we could have a representative from at least 12 of our
supporting churches join us.  We will personally be introducing you to each of our ministry partners, and you'll
visit their sites, meet their people, and witness the blessing of their ministry to the community.  For more
information and to register for the trip, visit fronteradecristo.org and complete the Individual Registration Form. 
Note that you need a current passport for this trip, as most of our time will be spent across the border in Agua
Prieta.
Peace, Mark & Miriam





Scan this
code with
your smart
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give online!

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not
receiving our emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):

August 7–Kick Off Sunday. Join us as we kick off the new program year–and lunch by Moe’s  after worship
with 15 different desserts as we celebrate the 15th anniversary of our Senior Pastor, Rev. Dr. Todd Speed.

August 7–Youth Group Kick Off Party , 6 to 8 pm at Glenlake Park–contact Tully Fletcher for more info about
everything youth related at tfletcher@dpchurch.org

August 10--Wednesday Night Dinner & Programs resume

August 14–Club 345 Gathering, 3 to 5 pm at DPC

August 20-21, Family Retreat at Calvin Center, registration is open and available on our website!!

August 27, Women’s Retreat at DPC–registration is open and available on our website!

September 11–Congregational Meeting to Elect New Elder Class; Club 345 Service Project, 3 to 5 pm

September 18–Global Mission partner Mark Adams joins us in worship

“Follow Me” Sermon Series Taking a Break
We are taking a break from the Follow Me Curriculum for our Vital Congregations
Initiative Sermon Series.  We will return to the curriculum October 2 with the
Theme: “Practice Generosity.”

Vital Congregations Sermon Series
August 7 Todd Speed For the Sake of the Church and the World Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 & Romans 12:1-21
August 14 Tully Fletcher Engaged and Growing Disciples Deuteronomy 11:18-21 & Luke 8:5-8 & 11-15
August 21 Todd Speed Good News Intentionally Shared Psalm 96 & John 4:1-41
August 28 Todd Speed Focused on Community Needs Luke 19:1-10 & Matthew 25:31-46
Sept. 4 Tully Fletcher Empowered to Serve Hebrews 12:1-3; Luke 10:1-5, 17-18; John 13:3-20 
Sept. 11 Todd Speed Worship Inspired by the Spirit Isaiah 29:13 & Matthew 21:12-17
Sept. 18 Todd Speed Caring Relationships John 13:34-35 & John 21:15-19
Sept. 25 Todd Speed Healthy Church Life John 17: 1-5 & John 17: 5 - 26
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