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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

August 14, 2022 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:30 a.m.

*Please stand, as you are able.  Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

ORGAN VOLUNTARY Chorale-Prelude on Hyfrydol Paul Manz

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: We come to church hungry, Lord!
People: We are hungry for comfort, hungry for love and fellowship, hungry for a new way of living.
Leader: Thank you, Lord, for giving us this place, this time, and these people.
People: We are ready to worship, learn, and grow together.
Leader: We come to church hungry, Lord! 
People: Feed us by your grace.

*OPENING HYMN 301 Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome) Two Oaks

CALL TO CONFESSION Dr. Speed

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, you have called to live in right relationship with You, with others, and with all creation.  You

have called us to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with You.  We confess that our daily faithfulness
falters.  We confess our participation in the brokenness and sinfulness of the world in which we live.  We
know that we have fallen short of Your glory and that we often do not seek first Your will and Your
righteousness...
(Silence is kept for personal prayers of confession)

By the power of Your Spirit, awaken our hearts and engage our minds in renewed commitments to You
and to Your Church.  Reform us as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.  Strengthen us to take up our cross
daily, for the sake of all people whom Christ loves.  In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Children are invited forward.  Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have
the option of attending Children’s Chapel in the Children’s Ministry classroom.  For pick up after worship, exit the 

sanctuary through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk and take the stairs all the way down.
Then, turn left to go down the short set of stairs.  The room is the first on your left.  If you need assistance

finding this space, please ask an usher.  Today’s Children’s Chapel Leaders: Catherine Carter and Lisa Nye

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT: Engage Education Linda LeBron
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 11:18-21
(pew Bible, page 168, OT)

NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 8:5-15
(pew Bible, page 67, NT)

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Vital Congregations Initiative: For the Sake of the Church and the World
SERMON “Engaged and Growing Disciples” Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  FAITH  (from the Confession of 1967) Rev. Emily Wilmesherr
The church disperses to serve God wherever its members are, at work or play, in private or in the life of

society.  Their prayer and Bible study are part of the church’s worship and theological reflection.  Their
witness is the church’s evangelism.  Their daily action in the world is the church in mission to the world. 
The quality of their relation with other persons is the measure of the church’s fidelity.

Each member is the church in the world, endowed by the Spirit with some gift of ministry and is
responsible for the integrity of his or her witness in each particular situation.  Amen.

COMMISSIONING OF REV. SARAH HOOKER Rev. Wilmesherr
Julia Thompson Smith Chaplain and Director of the Office of Religious and Spiritual Life at Agnes Scott College
Leader: There are many different gifts,
People: But the same Spirit who gives them.
Leader: There are many different ways of serving,
People: But the same God of all whom we serve.
Leader: The Spirit’s presence is shown in some way in each person for the good of all.
People: Today we recognize the gifts given to Sarah Hooker and the particular role of service to which she

has been called...

Leader: Sarah Hooker, on behalf of the Church of Jesus Christ and faithful people everywhere, we commission
you to this important work on the campus of Agnes Scott College and pledge to you our prayers,
encouragement, and support.

People: May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen you, that in this work of chaplaincy and in all things you
may seek first the will of God as you humbly serve all those whom you will meet.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING Dr. Speed
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your

concerns, and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts Claude Bass
Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, thou fount of life, thou light of man,  From the best bliss that earth imparts, we turn, unfilled
to thee again.  Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood; thou safest those that on thee call; To those who seek thee, thou art good,
to those who find thee, all in all.  Our restless spirits yearn for thee, where’er our changeful lot is cast, Glad when thy gracious
smile we see, blest when our faith can hold thee fast.  O Jesus, ever with us stay; make all our moments calm and bright. 
O chase the night of sin away; shed o'er the world thy holy light.

  text: Latin, 12th century, translated by Ray Palmer]

*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!



FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*CLOSING HYMN 450 Be Thou My Vision Slane

*BENEDICTION Rev. Fletcher

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Welsh hymn-tune Prelude: Hyfrydol Ralph Vaughan Williams

^   ^   ^

Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster; Chancel Choir

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in celebration of the 90th birthday tomorrow of
Elaine Weingartner

by Lynn, Bob, Jim, Joanna, Brian, Brayden, Bentley, and Ava

^   ^   ^

August Staff Birthdays & Service Anniversaries
Birthdays: Tully Fletcher (Associate Pastor) - August 3

  Brandon Laird (Director, Decatur Presbyterian Children’s Community), August 23
Anniversaries: Todd Speed (Senior Pastor) - 15 years (8/1/2007)

Emily Wilmesherr (Associate Pastor) - 5 years (8/23/2017)

^   ^   ^

Welcome New Staff Member
Welcome to staff member, Lana Teko, who will be serving in a new part time role, Mission Advocate.
This 12 hour per week position is an important aspect of our recent staff restructuring.  Lana is well
known to the congregation. She and her family have been members of DPC for eight years and Lana
was elected to the Elder Class of 2023.
Lana has been involved in DPC mission projects, including Threshold Ministry, Angel Tree and Rise
Against Hunger. In other churches, she was involved in Habitat for Humanity builds, disaster relief,
and nursing home visits. Lana earned her doctorate in viola performance and has 25 years of teaching

experience, as well as planning workshops and overnight trips. The Search Team - David Hughes, Connie Bryans, Joe
Mehlhop, and Todd Speed - were impressed with her interviews and strength of her references. 
“Throughout my faith journey, I have felt called to share Christ’s love in tangible and meaningful acts of service.
I hope to answer that call through this position...It is my sincere desire for DPC to be the home of a vibrant
community of missions that provides a place for all generations of the church family to engage.”

^   ^   ^

All Hands On Deck!
Calling All Hands on Deck!  All participants in the DPC community are encouraged to engage in
ministry opportunities, in addition to regular Sunday worship, that will deepen their belonging with
others, help them to grow in their relationship with God, and discover meaningful avenues to share
the love of Christ with neighbors.  To which of the “learning and growing” and/or “giving and
serving” opportunities available will you offer your time and commitment?  Have you seen the
booklet with the opportunities available listed?  Look for the booklet with the All Hands on Deck
logo for a listing many of the areas you can engage beyond attending worship at DPC, with an attached card where
you can request more information.  Look for the ‘hands’ basket, take a cut out hand, write your name and at least one
of our ministries where you are engaged beyond worship at DPC, and drop it in the offering plate.  We will attach
your ‘hands’ to our All Hands on Deck board and fill our ‘deck’!

^   ^   ^

All Hands on Deck “Empowered to Serve” Highlight
Got an empowered volunteer to highlight? Email dhowell@dpchurch.org.
Thanks be to God! for Steve Craw, DPC Elder who Chairs the Finance Ministry, receives Sunday offerings, ensures
DPC remains in good financial health, serves on Threshold Steering Team, and hosts Sunday School gatherings.



Scan this code
with your smart
phone to give

online!

Families Retreat at the Calvin Center August 20 & 21
Families of children and youth are invited to the Calvin Center for a Retreat August 20 & 21.  You may come for the day or stay
overnight.  All children, youth, and their families are welcome!  This is the kick off retreat for families to reconnect.  Come
enjoy canoeing, archery, swimming, worship, games, and more!  Register online at our website or call the church office.

^   ^   ^

Women’s Retreat August 27
The Rev. Bethany Benz-Whittington will join us as our guest speaker and will explore with us the Ten Commandments. 
Childcare available for all children at no extra cost, please let us know in advance if you plan to bring your children so we can
plan accordingly.  Registration is available online or by calling the church office.

When: August 27th, 10 am-4 pm Where: Decatur Presbyterian Church
Cost:  $25, includes snacks, lunch, and materials

^   ^   ^

Wednesday Night Supper & Programs Are Back!
Join us this Wednesday for fellowship, faith formation, and good food!  The Wednesday schedule is:

5:00 – 6:15 pm Parent Fellowship Off Campus
5:00 – 5:25 pm Cricket Choir (3 years old – Kindergarten) Ms. Mac’s Room, lower level

Kid’s Club (1st through 5th Grade) Large Children’s Ministry Room, lower level
5:30 – 6:15 pm Covenant Choir (1st through 5th Grade) Ms. Mac’s Room, lower level

Godly Play (3 years – Kindergarten) Godly Play Room, lower level
Faithful Living Adult Class Parlor Classroom, just inside main entrance

6:15 – 7:00 pm Dinner Fellowship Hall
7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal Scott Chapel

^   ^   ^

Senior Adult Ministry Lunch & Learn on September 8
Have you been anxious over the  losses you have personally suffered , as well as those suffered by our world?  Well, DPC’s
Senior Adult Ministry  is inviting all ages to hear Reverend Dr. McClellon Cox, the former Director of Pastoral Care at DeKalb
Medical, now Emory Decatur Hospital,  speak on “FINDING HOPE IN A GRIEVING  WORLD.”  So, mark your calendar for
September 8, 2022, to join us for lunch at 12:00 pm as we hear his inspiring message!

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not receiving our
emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):

August 14–Club 345 Gathering, 3 to 5 pm at DPC

August 16–Chrismon Workshops, 10:00 a.m. or 7:00 p.m. to show how to make a chrismon.  Come pick up a kit to take
home with everything you need to make a chrismon for the DPC tree!

August 18–Pastors’ Aides Training from 10a-12p in the Session Room for all those who are currently serving and anyone
who is interested in serving or learning more about caring for others.  No need to RSVP.

August 20-21, Family Retreat at Calvin Center, registration is open and available on our website!!

August 21–Braver Angels Georgia Online Workshop, 2 to 5 pm, Learn how to have constructive, respectful conversations
between people who disagree politically.  Learn more and register at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/skills-for-bridging-the-divide-ga-state-registration-383171234477.

August 27, Women’s Retreat at DPC–registration is open and available on our website!

September 8–Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) Lunch & Learn Event featuring Reverend Dr. McClellon Cox

September 11–Congregational Meeting to Elect New Elder Class; Club 345 Service Project, 3 to 5 pm

September 18–Global Mission partner Mark Adams joins us in worship–interested in Borderlands trip?  Visit
fronteradecristo.org for more info and registration
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