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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

August 21, 2022 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:30 a.m.

*Please stand, as you are able.  Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

INTROIT Still, Still With Thee John Ness Beck
Ivan Segovia, baritone

Still, still with Thee, when purple morning breaketh, When the bird wakens, and the shadows flee; Fairer than morning,
lovelier than daylight, Dawns the sweet consciousness, “I am with Thee.”  When sinks the soul, subdued by toil to slumber,
Its closing eyes look up to Thee in prayer; Sweet the repose beneath Thy wings o’ershading, But sweeter still to wake and
find Thee there.  So shall it be at last in that bright morning, When the soul wakens, and life’s shadows flee; O in that
moment, fairer than daylight dawning, Shall rise the glorious thought: “I am with Thee.”

    [Harriet Beecher Stowe, altered]

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP   (from Psalm 96)
Leader: O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.
People; Sing to the LORD, bless God’s holy name; tell of God’s salvation from day to day.
Leader: Declare God’s glory among the nations, God’s marvelous works among all the peoples.
People: For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;
Leader: Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
People: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
Leader: Let the field exult, and everything in it.
People: All the trees of the forest shall sing for joy before the LORD; for God is coming,
Leader: God is coming to judge the earth.
People: The LORd will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with truth.

*OPENING HYMN 826 Lift High the Cross Crucifer

CALL TO CONFESSION Dr. Speed

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of creation, author of life, Lord of love, we confess that we have not readily shared your good news.

Sometimes we have been afraid to speak up, not sure enough of our own faith to share what we have
experienced with others. Other times, we have been afraid to offend, not sure how we might come across to
those with different backgrounds. Forgive us for not sharing with the world what your love and grace have
meant to us; forgive us for hiding our religion as if we were ashamed of you...
(silence is kept for personal prayers of confession)

By the power of your Holy Spirit, remind us of the good news we have to share and enable us to do so
humbly and with generous hearts, always seeking first to understand others before we seek to be
understood. For the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who came that all may have life and have it
abundantly; Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

RESPONSE TO PARDON HYMN 301 (stanza 4)     Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome) Two Oaks
Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone

To heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they've known.
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face;

Let us bring an end to fear and danger:  All are welcome in this place.



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Children are invited forward.  Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have
the option of attending Children’s Chapel in the Nursery today.  For pick up after worship, exit the sanctuary
through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk and go up the stairs and through the glass door.

Nursery is straight ahead.  If you need assistance finding this space, please ask an usher.
Today’s Children’s Chapel Leaders: Linda LeBron & Lori McMahan

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT: Outreach Team Dudley Larus
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Dr. Speed

NEW TESTAMENT READING John 4:1-26
(pew Bible, page 94, NT)

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Vital Congregations Initiative: For the Sake of the Church and the World
SERMON “Good News Intentionally Shared” Dr. Speed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  FAITH  (from A Declaration of Faith) Oladotun Akinnubi
Christ calls us to live for our neighbors.  Jesus broadened the definition of neighbor to include those

ordinarily despised and excluded.  His life in behalf of others led to persecution and death.  He commanded
his disciples to live the same way.  We believe Christ gives us and demands of us lives that recognize all
people in all cultures as our neighbors on this planet.  Christ teaches us to go beyond legal requirements in
serving and helping our neighbor, to treat our neighbor’s needs as our own, to care passionately for the
other’s good, to share what we have.  It is part of our discipline to live in simplicity, avoiding greed and
luxury that threaten our neighbor’s survival.  We are obligated to speak the truth in love, to listen with
patience and openness, to love our enemies, to accept the risk and pain which love involves.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER Dr. Speed
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING Oladotun Akinnubi
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your

concerns, and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM The Secret of Christ Richard Shephard
For a long time I have held my peace, but now will I speak.  I will lead the blind in a way they know not, in paths that they
have not known I will guide them.  I will turn their darkness into light, and I will not forsake them.  And he showed me a pure
river of the water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God; and on either side of the river was there a tree
of life, and the leaves of the trees were for the healing of the nations.  Help us Lord, to persevere in prayer with minds awake
and thankful hearts, that we may share the secret of Christ with those we meet on our earthly pilgrimage, following in the
steps of Jesus, our Master and our Friend.  Amen. [Isaiah 42:14-16; Revelation 22:1-3; Colossians 4:2-4]

*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online! Oladotun Akinnubi

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*CLOSING HYMN 722 Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak Canonbury



*BENEDICTION Dr. Speed

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY God of Grace and God of Glory Paul Manz

^   ^   ^

Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster; Chancel Choir

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of our parents
Jim and Ehrma Rimstidt

by
Dede Farrar and LeAnn Hallford

^   ^   ^

August Staff Birthdays & Service Anniversaries
Birthdays: Tully Fletcher (Associate Pastor) - August 3

  Brandon Laird (Director, Decatur Presbyterian Children’s Community), August 23
Anniversaries: Todd Speed (Senior Pastor) - 15 years (8/1/2007)

Emily Wilmesherr (Associate Pastor) - 5 years (8/23/2017)

^   ^   ^

Welcome New Staff Member
Welcome to staff member, Lana Teko, who will be serving in a new part time role, Mission Advocate.
This 12 hour per week position is an important aspect of our recent staff restructuring.  Lana is well
known to the congregation. She and her family have been members of DPC for eight years and Lana
was elected to the Elder Class of 2023.
Lana has been involved in DPC mission projects, including Threshold Ministry, Angel Tree and Rise
Against Hunger. In other churches, she was involved in Habitat for Humanity builds, disaster relief,
and nursing home visits. Lana earned her doctorate in viola performance and has 25 years of teaching

experience, as well as planning workshops and overnight trips. The Search Team - David Hughes, Connie Bryans, Joe
Mehlhop, and Todd Speed - were impressed with her interviews and strength of her references. 
“Throughout my faith journey, I have felt called to share Christ’s love in tangible and meaningful acts of service.
I hope to answer that call through this position...It is my sincere desire for DPC to be the home of a vibrant
community of missions that provides a place for all generations of the church family to engage.”

^   ^   ^

All Hands On Deck!
Calling All Hands on Deck!  All participants in the DPC community are encouraged to engage in ministry
opportunities, in addition to regular Sunday worship, that will deepen their belonging with others, help them to grow
in their relationship with God, and discover meaningful avenues to share the love of Christ with neighbors.  To which
of the “learning and growing” and/or “giving and serving” opportunities available will you offer
your time and commitment?  Have you seen the booklet with the opportunities available listed? 
Look for the booklet with the All Hands on Deck logo for a listing many of the areas you can
engage beyond attending worship at DPC, with an attached card where you can request more
information.  Look for the ‘hands’ basket, take a cut out hand, write your name and at least one
of our ministries where you are engaged beyond worship at DPC, and drop it in the offering
plate.  We will attach your ‘hands’ to our All Hands on Deck board and fill our ‘deck’!

^   ^   ^

All Hands on Deck “Empowered to Serve” Highlight
Got an empowered volunteer to highlight? Email dhowell@dpchurch.org.
Thanks be to God! for Barbara Morris who is the first elder to answer any call for a sub for ushering at memorial
services or Sunday worship.  Her generosity of her time is amazing.



Scan this code
with your smart
phone to give

online!

Women’s Retreat August 27
The Rev. Bethany Benz-Whittington will join us as our guest speaker and will explore with us the Ten Commandments. 
Childcare available for all children at no extra cost, please let us know in advance if you plan to bring your children so we can
plan accordingly.  Registration is available online or by calling the church office.

When: August 27th, 10 am-4 pm Where: Decatur Presbyterian Church
Cost:  $25, includes snacks, lunch, and materials

^   ^   ^

Wednesday Night Supper & Programs Are Back!
Join us this Wednesday for fellowship, faith formation, and good food!  The Wednesday schedule is:

5:00 – 6:15 pm Parent Fellowship Off Campus
5:00 – 5:25 pm Cricket Choir (3 years old – Kindergarten) Ms. Mac’s Room, lower level

Kid’s Club (1st through 5th Grade) Large Children’s Ministry Room, lower level
5:30 – 6:15 pm Covenant Choir (1st through 5th Grade) Ms. Mac’s Room, lower level

Godly Play (3 years – Kindergarten) Godly Play Room, lower level
Faithful Living Adult Class Parlor Classroom, just inside main entrance

6:15 – 7:00 pm Dinner Fellowship Hall
7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal Scott Chapel

^   ^   ^

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) Lunch & Learn on September 8
Have you been anxious over the  losses you have personally suffered , as well as those suffered by our world?  Well, DPC’s
Senior Adult Ministry  is inviting all ages to hear Reverend Dr. McClellon Cox, the former Director of Pastoral Care at DeKalb
Medical, now Emory Decatur Hospital,  speak on “FINDING HOPE IN A HURTING  WORLD.”  So, mark your calendar for
September 8, 2022, to join us for lunch at 12:00 pm as we hear his inspiring message!

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not receiving our
emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):

August 21–Braver Angels Georgia Online Workshop, 2 to 5 pm, Learn how to have constructive, respectful conversations
between people who disagree politically.  Learn more and register at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/skills-for-bridging-the-divide-ga-state-registration-383171234477.

August 27, Women’s Retreat at DPC–registration is open and available on our website!

September 8–Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) Lunch & Learn Event featuring Reverend Dr. McClellon Cox

September 11–Congregational Meeting to Elect New Elder Class; Club 345 Service Project, 3 to 5 pm

September 18–Global Mission partner Mark Adams joins us in worship–interested in Borderlands trip?  Visit
fronteradecristo.org for more info and registration

July 8–15, 2023–Honduras Mission Trip for High School Youth and Adults; mark your calendars and get your passports
renewed now!

Vital Congregations Sermon Series
August 28 Todd Speed Focused on Community Needs Luke 19:1-10 & Matthew 25:31-46
Sept. 4 Tully Fletcher Empowered to Serve Hebrews 12:1-3; Luke 10:1-5, 17-18; John 13:3-20 
Sept. 11 Todd Speed Worship Inspired by the Spirit Isaiah 29:13 & Matthew 21:12-17
Sept. 18 Todd Speed Caring Relationships John 13:34-35 & John 21:15-19
Sept. 25 Todd Speed Healthy Church Life John 17: 1-5 & John 17: 5 - 26
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