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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

August 28, 2022 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:30 a.m.

*Please stand, as you are able.  Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
CHORAL INTROIT Let All the World in Every Corner Sing! Erik Routley

Let all the world in every corner sing, My God and King!  The heavens are not too high, God’s praise may thither fly; The
earth is not too low, God’s praises there may grow.  The church with psalms must shout: No door can keep them out; But,
above all, the heart Must bear the longest part. 

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Emily Wilmesherr
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP  (from A Declaration of Faith)
Leader: We are the body of Christ.
People: We are Christ’s hands and feet and heart in the world today.
Leader: We are sent out to feed the hungry and offer water to the thirsty.
People: We are sent out to welcome the stranger and to clothe the naked.
Leader: We are sent out to care for the sick and visit the imprisoned.
People: We are sent out to visit the lonely and comfort the grieving.
Leader: We are sent out to dialogue with the doubting and offer refuge to the seeker.
People: We are sent out to love our neighbors as we love ourselves.
Leader: We are the body of Christ.
People: Let us worship God today and everyday.

*OPENING HYMN 766 The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound McKee

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have

done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and
strength.  We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves...
(Silence is kept for personal prayers of confession.)

In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

RESPONSE TO PARDON HYMN 301 (stanza 2)     Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome) Two Oaks
Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true,

Where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace;

Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  All are welcome in this place.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Children are invited forward.  Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have
the option of attending Children’s Chapel in the Children’s Multi-Purpose Room.  For pick up after worship, exit the 
sanctuary through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk and take the stairs all the way down.

Then, turn left to go down the short set of stairs.  The room is the first on your left.  If you need assistance
finding this space, please ask an usher.  Today’s Children’s Chapel Leaders: Lucia Sizemore & Lori McMahan



INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT Lana Teko
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Dr. Speed

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS Matthew 25:31-46
(pew Bible, page 29, NT)

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Vital Congregations Initiative: For the Sake of the Church and the World
SERMON “Focused on Community Needs” Dr. Speed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  FAITH Rev. Wilmesherr
God sends the church into the world.  God has not taken his people out of the world, but has sent them

into the world to worship him there and serve all humankind.  We worship God in the world by standing
before the Lord in behalf of all people.  Our cries for help and our songs of praise are never for ourselves
alone.  Worship is no retreat from the world; it is part of our mission.  We serve humankind by discerning
what God is doing in the world and joining him in his work.  We risk disagreement and error when we try
to say what God is doing here and now.  But we find guidance in God’s deeds in the past and his promises
for the future, as they are witnessed to in Scripture.  We affirm that the Lord is at work, especially in events
and movements that free people by the gospel and advance justice, compassion and peace.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Fletcher
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

ALL HANDS ON DECK Rev. Wilmesherr

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING Rev. Wilmesherr
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your

concerns, and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Who At My Door is Standing? K. Lee Scott
Who at my door is standing, there patiently drawing near, Who entrance is demanding?  Whose is the voice I hear?  Sweetly
the tones are falling: “Now, open the door for Me!  If thou wilt heed My calling, I will abide with thee.”  Within, the rooms
are darkened, all filled with dust and sin.  How shameful, how unworthy for Christ to enter in.  Yet the tones are falling: “Now
open the door for Me!  If thou wilt heed My calling, I will abide with thee.”  Door of my heart, I hasten!  Thee will I open
wide.  Though He rebuke and chasten, He shall with me abide.  Yet the tones are falling: “Now open the door for Me!”  LORD

God, I hear Thee calling, Come now, abide with me.        [text: Mary Slade]

*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*CLOSING HYMN 767 Together We Serve San Anselmo

*BENEDICTION Dr. Speed

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Gigue Fugue Dietrich Buxtehude

^   ^   ^



Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster

Chancel Choir

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in honor and loving memory of
Wilton J. “Bill” Goodwin

August 30, 1926 ~ October 31, 2019

by
Helen, Mary, & Robert Goodwin

�   �   �

The flowers in the Philips Foyer are also given to the glory of God
in loving memory of
Sarah Griffin Looper

by
the Looper family

^   ^   ^

Welcome New Staff Member
Welcome to staff member, Lana Teko, who will be serving in a new part time role, Mission Advocate.
This 12 hour per week position is an important aspect of our recent staff restructuring.  Lana is well
known to the congregation. She and her family have been members of DPC for eight years and Lana
was elected to the Elder Class of 2023.
Lana has been involved in DPC mission projects, including Threshold Ministry, Angel Tree and Rise
Against Hunger. In other churches, she was involved in Habitat for Humanity builds, disaster relief,
and nursing home visits. Lana earned her doctorate in viola performance and has 25 years of teaching

experience, as well as planning workshops and overnight trips. The Search Team - David Hughes, Connie Bryans, Joe
Mehlhop, and Todd Speed - were impressed with her interviews and strength of her references. 
“Throughout my faith journey, I have felt called to share Christ’s love in tangible and meaningful acts of service.
I hope to answer that call through this position...It is my sincere desire for DPC to be the home of a vibrant
community of missions that provides a place for all generations of the church family to engage.”

^   ^   ^

All Hands On Deck!
Calling All Hands on Deck!  All participants in the DPC community are encouraged to engage in ministry
opportunities, in addition to regular Sunday worship, that will deepen their belonging with
others, help them to grow in their relationship with God, and discover meaningful avenues to
share the love of Christ with neighbors.  To which of the “learning and growing” and/or
“giving and serving” opportunities available will you offer your time and commitment?  Have
you seen the booklet with the opportunities available listed?  Look for the booklet with the All
Hands on Deck logo for a listing many of the areas you can engage beyond attending worship
at DPC, with an attached card where you can request more information.  Look for the ‘hands’ basket, take a cut out
hand, write your name and at least one of our ministries where you are engaged beyond worship at DPC, and drop it in
the offering plate.  We will attach your ‘hands’ to our All Hands on Deck board and fill our ‘deck’!

^   ^   ^

All Hands on Deck “Empowered to Serve” Highlight
Got an empowered volunteer to highlight? Email dhowell@dpchurch.org.
Thanks be to God! for Catherine Carter.  There is not enough space to recognize all the ways Catherine supports this
congregation and community.  She is an elder, volunteers every time someone is needed to fill in an empty slot on the
phone guild, visits and sends cards to members in the hospital or  sick at home, as well as birthday cards to our
children. She also volunteers at Hagar’s House and many other kinds of service throughout the community.



Scan this code
with your smart
phone to give

online!

Wednesday Night Supper & Programs Are Back!
Join us this Wednesday for fellowship, faith formation, and good food!  The Wednesday schedule is:

5:00 – 6:15 pm Parent Fellowship Off Campus
5:00 – 5:25 pm Cricket Choir (3 years old – Kindergarten) Ms. Mac’s Room, lower level

Kid’s Club (1st through 5th Grade) Large Children’s Ministry Room, lower level
5:30 – 6:15 pm Covenant Choir (1st through 5th Grade) Ms. Mac’s Room, lower level

Godly Play (3 years – Kindergarten) Godly Play Room, lower level
Faithful Living Adult Class Parlor Classroom, just inside main entrance

6:15 – 7:00 pm Dinner Fellowship Hall
7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal Scott Chapel

^   ^   ^

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) Lunch & Learn on September 8
Have you been anxious over the  losses you have personally suffered , as well as those suffered by our world?  Well, DPC’s
Senior Adult Ministry  is inviting all ages to hear Reverend Dr. McClellon Cox, the former Director of Pastoral Care at DeKalb
Medical, now Emory Decatur Hospital,  speak on “FINDING HOPE IN A HURTING  WORLD.”  So, mark your calendar for
September 8, 2022, to join us for lunch at 12:00 pm as we hear his inspiring message!  RSVP to the church office.

^   ^   ^

L  L  L Hands on Missions 7  7  7
Patriots Day: First Responder Appreciation

Club 345 (DPC’s children’s ministry for 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders) will recognize Decatur City’s Firefighters, Police Officers and
Dispatchers on 9/11 with gift bags to show Christ’s love to those who serve in our community.  Please join our mission by
bringing in the following donations: thank you cards, gift bags, small bottles of water, travel size hand sanitizer, sanitizer
wipes, travel size lotion, travel size facial tissue, snack size bags of pretzels, popcorn, or cookies by Friday September 9.  Club
345's service project to pack the bags will be September 11 from 3 to 5 pm.

^   ^   ^

Rotary International Youth Host/Exchange Opportunity
1 - Rotary Youth Exchange student Karla, age 16, from the Czech Republic is in need of a local host family for 3-4 months later
this school year.  If interested, email John Bennett at jbennett@origintitle.com. 
2 - Do you know a high school student who may be interested in going on a Rotary Youth Exchange?  Informational meeting to
be held 9/21 at the Decatur Library.  

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not receiving our
emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):

September 8–Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) Lunch & Learn Event featuring Reverend Dr. McClellon Cox

September 11–Congregational Meeting to Elect New Elder Class during morning worship; Club 345 Service Project, 3 to 5
pm

September 18–Global Mission partner Mark Adams joins us in worship–interested in Borderlands trip?  Visit
fronteradecristo.org for more info and registration

July 8–15, 2023–Honduras Mission Trip for High School Youth and Adults; mark your calendars and get your passports
renewed now!

Vital Congregations Sermon Series
Sept. 4 Tully Fletcher Empowered to Serve Luke 10:1-5, 17-18; John 13:3-20 
Sept. 11 Todd Speed Worship Inspired by the Spirit Isaiah 29:13 & Matthew 21:12-17
Sept. 18 Todd Speed Caring Relationships John 13:34-35 & John 21:15-19
Sept. 25 Todd Speed Healthy Church Life John 17: 1-5 & John 17: 5 - 26
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