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*Please stand, as you are able. Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
OPENING VOLUNTARY
Prelude in Classic Style
Gordon Young
WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
*CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Hebrews 12:1-3)
Leader: We are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
People: We shall lay aside every weight and run with perseverance the race that is set before us.
Leader: We look to Jesus the one who first ran this race and the one who ran it best.
People: We want to live and serve with humility the way Jesus did.
Leader: We are inspired by Christ who endured such hostility against himself.
People: Jesus endured the cross so that we may not grow weary or lose heart.
*OPENING HYMN 727

The Servant Song

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant

CALL TO CONFESSION

Rev. Emily Wilmesherr

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of sacrificial love, we confess we often think too highly of ourselves. We think our work, our task,
and our wants are the most important thing in the world. We can be lazy when it comes to helping others
and serving the needs of our community. We would much rather critique and mock the efforts of our
leaders than take any action ourselves. We have rejected humility in favor of over inflated egos. Forgive us
for acting like we are entitled; forgive us for acting like we are superior to others…
(Silence is kept for personal prayers of confession)
By the strength of your hand, fill us with hope, feed us with mercy, and lead us to be humble servants,
for the sake of the Church and the world; Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
RESPONSE TO PARDON HYMN 301 (stanza 3) Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome)
Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine, and wheat;
A banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space;
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us: All are welcome in this place.

Two Oaks

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Children are invited forward. Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have
the option of attending Children’s Chapel in the Children’s Multi-Purpose Room.
For pick up after worship, exit the sanctuary through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk
and take the stairs all the way down. Then, turn left to go down the short set of stairs.
The room is the first on your left. If you need assistance finding this space, please ask an usher.
Today’s Children’s Chapel Leaders: Jason Craw, Sarah Collier, & Lori McMahan
INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.

Jan Bedol and Rev. Wilmesherr

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS

Luke 10:1-5 & 17-18 and John 13:3-6 & 12-17
(pew Bible, pages 71 & 107, NT)

Leader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Vital Congregations Initiative: For the Sake of the Church and the World
SERMON

“All Empowered to Serve”

Rev. Fletcher

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Heidelberg Catechism, questions 54 & 55)
Dr. Speed
Leader: What do you believe concerning “the holy catholic church”?
People: I believe that the Son of God through his Spirit and Word, out of the entire human race, from the
beginning of the world to its end, gathers, protects, and preserves for himself, a community chosen
for eternal life and united in true faith. And of this community I am and always will be a living
member.
Leader: What do you understand by “the communion of saints”?
People: First, that believers one and all, as members of this community, share in Christ and in all his
treasures and gifts. Second, that each member should consider it a duty to use these gifts readily
and joyfully for the service and enrichment of the other members.
RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your
concerns, and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether

Harold W. Friedell

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; For when humbly, in Thy name, Two or three are met together, Thou art in the midst of them:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Touch we now Thy garment’s hem. As the brethren used to gather In the name of Christ to sup, Then with
thanks to God the Father Break the bread and bless the cup, Alleluia! Alleluia! So knit Thou our friendship up. All our meals
and all our living Make as sacraments of Thee, That by caring, helping, giving, We may true disciples be. Alleluia! Alleluia!
We will serve Thee faithfully.
[Percy Dearmer]

*DOXOLOGY 606
Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!
CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation to the Table
Rev. Fletcher
Responding with Thanksgiving
Rev. Wilmesherr
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader: All honor and praise and glory be to God.
People: The Lord’s name be praised forever.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Sanctus 552 (choir and congregation)
arr. Richard Proulx
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread and Pouring the Cup

Rev. Fletcher and Rev. Wilmesherr

Agnus Dei (choir and congregation)
arr. Richard Proulx
O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us Lamb of God, and grant us Your
peace.
The Sharing of the Joyful Feast with the Community of Faith
(Please exit your pew to the right to come forward to receive the elements. Wait until you return to your seat to partake of
the elements. Raise your hand if you are unable to come forward and we will bring the elements to you.)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Rev. Wilmesherr

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*CLOSING HYMN 757

Kingsfold

Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples

*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL RESPONSE

Rev. Fletcher
Deep Peace

John Bell and Ron Alexander

Deep peace of the running wave to you; Deep peace of the flowing air to you; Deep peace of the quiet earth to you; Deep
peace of the shining stars to you; Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you.
[ancient Gaelic rune]

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY

Credo in Unum Deum (I Believe in One God)

T. Tertius Noble

^ ^ ^
Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster; Chancel Choir
^ ^ ^
Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God
in memory of beloved wife and mother
Barbara Reich
by Bob and Rob Reich
^ ^ ^
All Hands On Deck!
Calling All Hands on Deck! All participants in the DPC community are encouraged to
engage in ministry opportunities, in addition to regular Sunday worship, that will
deepen their belonging with others, help them to grow in their relationship with God,
and discover meaningful avenues to share the love of Christ with neighbors. To which
of the “learning and growing” and/or “giving and serving” opportunities available will
you offer your time and commitment? Have you seen the booklet with the
opportunities available listed? Look for the booklet with the All Hands on Deck logo
for a listing many of the areas you can engage beyond attending worship at DPC, with
an attached card where you can request more information. Look for the ‘hands’ basket, take a cut out hand, write your
name and at least one of our ministries where you are engaged beyond worship at DPC, and drop it in the offering
plate. We will attach your ‘hands’ to our All Hands on Deck board and fill our ‘deck’!
^ ^ ^
All Hands on Deck “Empowered to Serve” Highlight
Got an empowered volunteer to highlight? Email dhowell@dpchurch.org.
Thanks be to God! for Kathy Smith. Kathy organizes our Phone Guild and keeps a volunteer at the Reception Desk
two shifts a day. She serves on the Finance Ministry and sings in the Chancel Choir. Contact Kathy is you want to
add your hands to the deck for office volunteers!
^ ^ ^
Congregation Assessment Survey
We encourage everyone to take a brief online Congregation Assessment to let us know how you think DPC is doing.
Please take the survey by September 13. Look for the link to the survey in emails from the church–or email
info@dpchurch.org to have the link emailed to you. Thank you!

Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) Lunch & Learn on September 8
Have you been anxious over the losses you have personally suffered , as well as those suffered by our world? Well, DPC’s
Senior Adult Ministry is inviting all ages to hear Reverend Dr. McClellon Cox, the former Director of Pastoral Care at DeKalb
Medical, now Emory Decatur Hospital, speak on “FINDING HOPE IN A HURTING WORLD.” So, mark your calendar for
September 8, 2022, to join us for lunch at 12:00 pm as we hear his inspiring message! RSVP to the church office.
^ ^ ^
L L L Hands on Missions 7 7 7
Patriots Day: First Responder Appreciation
Club 345 (DPC’s children’s ministry for 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders) will recognize Decatur City’s Firefighters, Police Officers and
Dispatchers on 9/11 with gift bags to show Christ’s love to those who serve in our community. Please join our mission by
bringing in the following donations: thank you cards, gift bags, small bottles of water, travel size hand sanitizer, sanitizer
wipes, travel size lotion, travel size facial tissue, snack size bags of pretzels, popcorn, or cookies by Friday September 9. Club
345's service project to pack the bags will be September 11 from 3 to 5 pm.
^ ^ ^
Threshold Ministry Lunch & Learn September 29
Unhoused in a Sheltered World
Join Threshold to hear from individuals in our community who have faced great hardship and struggle. We will
learn from one another as we share our thoughts, experiences and meal together. Register online by scanning
the QR Code with your smart phone’s camera.
^ ^ ^
Rotary International Youth Host/Exchange Opportunity
1 - Rotary Youth Exchange student Karla, age 16, from the Czech Republic is in need of a local host family for 3-4 months later
this school year. If interested, email John Bennett at jbennett@origintitle.com.
2 - Do you know a high school student who may be interested in going on a Rotary Youth Exchange? Informational meeting to
be held 9/21 at the Decatur Library.

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not receiving our
emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):
September 8–Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) Lunch & Learn Event featuring Reverend Dr. McClellon Cox, noon
Women’s Ministry: Presbyterian Women; 6:30–8:30 pm, dinner and lesson (lesson available on Zoom)
September 11–Congregational Meeting to Elect New Elder/Trustee Class during morning worship
Women’s Ministry: Presbyterian Women; lunch after worship at Twain’s
Club 345 Service Project, 3 to 5 pm
September 13–Women’s Ministry: Presbyterian Women; 10 am to 12 pm, lesson and lunch (lesson available on Zoom)
September 18–Global Mission partner Mark Adams joins us in worship–interested in Borderlands trip? Visit
fronteradecristo.org for more info and registration info
September 25–Threshold Ministry Lunch & Learn: “Unhoused in a Sheltered World”, after worship in Sycamore House
October 11–HOI’s 2022 Inspire Gala, 7 to 9 pm, The Metropolitan Club in Alpharetta, with guest speaker Mark Richt
October 15–Blessing of the Animals Service, 10:00 am in the Terrace Garden
July 8–15, 2023–Honduras Mission Trip for High School Youth and Adults; mark your calendars and get your passports
renewed now!

Sept. 11
Sept. 18
Sept. 25

Todd Speed
Todd Speed
Todd Speed

Vital Congregations Sermon Series
Worship Inspired by the Spirit
Caring Relationships
Healthy Church Life

Isaiah 29:13 & Matthew 21:12-17
John 13:34-35 & John 21:15-19
John 17: 1-5 & John 17: 5 - 26
Scan this code
with your smart
phone to give
online!
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