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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

September 11, 2022 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:30 a.m.

*Please stand, as you are able.  Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

OPENING VOLUNTARY Jesu meine Freude (Jesus, My Joy) J. S. Bach

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Todd Speed 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Elect Elder/Trustee Class of 2025 Dr. Speed and Jan Bedol
Nominees for Elder: Chet Allen, Heather Beaubien, Abigail Bennett (Youth Elder), Whitney Godwin,

Roslyn Hight, Dudley Larus, Joe Melhop, Leslie Miller, Susan Tribble, David Wiley. 
Steve Craw to fill vacant slot in Class of 2023.

Nominee for Trustee: Tom Adams

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV
Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
People: Worship the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with singing.
Leader: Know that the Lord is God.  It is the Lord that made us, and we belong to God;
People: We are God's people, and the sheep of God's pasture.
Leader: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, and God’s courts with praise.

Give thanks to the Lord; bless God’s holy name.
People: For the Lord is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all

generations.

*OPENING HYMN 475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Nettleton

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND PRAISE Rev. Fletcher

CHORAL INTROIT Therefore I Will Sing Dennis Allen
Covenant Choir

My heart is glad and therefore I will sing, My heart is filled with music, and praises I will bring to the LORD, for God
has done great things for me, and therefore I will sing.  Alleluia. [text: Nan Allen]

CALL TO CONFESSION Nicole Jiskoot, Ministry Intern

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Nicole Jiskoot
Loving God, you call us to worship you and you alone, yet we confess you have not been first in our

hearts or in our daily lives.  Our families, our finances, our futures, our fun -- all of these things we have
placed before you.  Our hearts have strayed from your presence and our souls have become like lost sheep
in need of your salvation...
(Silence is kept for personal prayers of confession)

By the power of your Holy Spirit, forgive our restless wanderings.  Fill us with your love so that we may
worship you with pure hearts, desire to seek first your will, and glorify your holy name in all we say and do;
through Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Nicole Jiskoot



RESPONSE TO PARDON HYMN 301 (stanza 5)     Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome) Two Oaks
Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard
And loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace;

Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: All are welcome in this place.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Children are invited forward.  Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have

the option of attending Children’s Chapel in the Children’s Multi-Purpose Room.
For pick up after worship, exit the sanctuary through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk

and take the stairs all the way down.  Then, turn left to go down the short set of stairs.
The room is the first on your left.  If you need assistance finding this space, please ask an usher.

Today’s Children’s Chapel Leaders: Gerry & Susan Boudreau and Lori McMahan

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT Rev. Jill Joyner
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Dr. Speed

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 6:1-8
(pew Bible, page 635, OT)

NEW TESTAMENT READING Revelation 21:22-26
(pew Bible, page 260, NT)

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Vital Congregations Initiative: For the Sake of the Church and the World
SERMON “Worship Inspired by the Spirit” Dr. Speed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from the PC(USA) Book of Order) Rev. Emily Wilmesherr
God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament establish and equip the Church as the body of Christ in the world. 

The mission of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church flows from Baptism, is nourished at Lord’s
Supper, and serves to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to all.  In the same way, the Church’s ministry
emerges from the font, arises from the table, and takes its shape from the Word of the Lord.  Therefore the
worship of the triune God is the center of our common life and our primary way of witness to the faith,
hope, and love we have in Jesus Christ.

To be a Christian is to worship Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  To be a member of Christ’s body, the
Church, is to share through Word and Sacrament in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Fletcher
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING Rev. Wilmesherr
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your

concerns, and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Christ’s Flock Martin Shaw
In Christ’s own flock let love be surely placed; In Christ’s own flock let concord hate expel:  Of Christ’s own flock let love
be so embraced, As we in Christ, and Christ in us may dwell.  Christ is the author of all unity, From whence proceedeth all
felicity.  O sing unto this glitt’ring glorious King, O praises bring from every living thing: Let heart and voice like bells of
silver ring. Alleluia!        [text: adapted from Francis Kinmelwershe (c.1540-80)]



*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*CLOSING HYMN 649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound Amazing Grace

*BENEDICTION Dr. Speed

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Old Hundredth Johann Pachelbel

^   ^   ^

Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster; Chancel Choir

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of
Mr. and Mrs Ralph Pennington, Mrs. Ella Verdi, Mr. and Mrs. Travis Wood,

Almand Bullard, Bill Bullard, Vic Verdi
and in honor of my family and friends

by Nancy Verdi

�  �   �

The flowers in the Philips Foyer are also given to the glory of God, in honor of
Dan and Linda Shelles’

60th Wedding Anniversary

^   ^   ^

All Hands On Deck!
Calling All Hands on Deck!  All participants in the DPC community are encouraged to engage in ministry
opportunities, in addition to regular Sunday worship, that will deepen their belonging with others, help them to grow
in their relationship with God, and discover meaningful avenues to share the love of Christ with neighbors.  To which
of the “learning and growing” and/or “giving and serving” opportunities available will you
offer your time and commitment?  Have you seen the booklet with the opportunities available
listed?  Look for the booklet with the All Hands on Deck logo for a listing many of the areas
you can engage beyond attending worship at DPC, with an attached card where you can request
more information.  Look for the ‘hands’ basket, take a cut out hand, write your name and at
least one of our ministries where you are engaged beyond worship at DPC, and drop it in the
offering plate.  We will attach your ‘hands’ to our All Hands on Deck board and fill our ‘deck’!

^   ^   ^

All Hands on Deck “Empowered to Serve” Highlight
Got an empowered volunteer to highlight? Email dhowell@dpchurch.org.
Thanks be to God! for Jim Hudgins!  Jim is a DPC elder and member of the Outreach Team, calls our visitors, is
quick to volunteer to cover for another elder, and regularly spends time picking up trash around the church property. 
He also participates in Faith in Real Life and an adult Sunday School class.

^   ^   ^

Congregation Assessment Survey
We encourage everyone to take a brief online Congregation Assessment to let us know how you think DPC is doing. 
Please take the survey by September 13.  Look for the link to the survey in emails from the church–or email
info@dpchurch.org to have the link emailed to you.  Thank you!



Scan this code
with your smart
phone to give

online!

Registration Is Open for the Honduras Mission Trip
After too many years DPC is finally going back to Honduras!  July 8 to 15, of 2023 Youth and Adults will go on a mission trip in
partnership with HOI.  We will travel to Rancho El Paraiso and spend a week working alongside our Honduran siblings.  The
trip is open to DPC Youth in high school, and recent graduates who missed out on the 2020 trip.  Deposit of $120 is due by
September 30.  Sign up now: https://tinyurl.com/honduras2023 

^   ^   ^

Staff Anniversary in September
Brandon Laird, Decatur Presbyterian Children’s Community Director, 9/1/2003 started as teacher (19 years)

^   ^   ^

Threshold Ministry Lunch & Learn September 25
Unhoused in a Sheltered World

Join Threshold in the Sycamore House from 11:45 am to 1:30 pm to hear from individuals in our community who
have faced great hardship and struggle.  We will learn from one another as we share our thoughts, experiences
and meal  together.  Lunch is $10 per person.  Register online by scanning the QR Code with your smart phone’s
camera.

^   ^   ^
Rotary International Youth Host/Exchange Opportunity

1 - Rotary Youth Exchange student Karla, age 16, from the Czech Republic is in need of a local host family for 3-4 months later
this school year.  If interested, email John Bennett at jbennett@origintitle.com. 
2 - Do you know a high school student who may be interested in going on a Rotary Youth Exchange?  Informational meeting to
be held 9/21 at the Decatur Library.  

^   ^   ^
TheoEd (TED-style talks on the Bible, theology, and spirituality)

Sunday, September 18; 5:00 pm at Center Stage Theater Midtown
featuring Kristin Du Mez, Gary Mason, Jim Wallis, Robert Wright, and Jennifer Carlier

Visit TheoEd.com/Attend for tickets.  For more info, email TheoEd@emory.edu

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not receiving our
emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):

September 11–Congregational Meeting to Elect New Elder/Trustee Class during morning worship

Women’s Ministry: Presbyterian Women; lunch after worship at Twain’s

Club 345 Service Project, 3 to 5 pm

September 13–Women’s Ministry: Presbyterian Women; 10 am to 12 pm, lesson and lunch (lesson available on Zoom)

September 18–Global Mission partner Mark Adams joins us in worship–interested in Borderlands trip?  Visit
fronteradecristo.org for more info and registration info

September 25–Threshold Ministry Lunch & Learn: “Unhoused in a Sheltered World”, after worship in Sycamore House

October 11–HOI’s 2022 Inspire Gala, 7 to 9 pm, The Metropolitan Club in Alpharetta, with guest speaker Mark Richt

October 15–Blessing of the Animals Service, 10:00 am in the Terrace Garden

July 8–15, 2023–Honduras Mission Trip for High School Youth and Adults; mark your calendars and get your passports
renewed now!  Registration is open!

Vital Congregations Sermon Series
Sept. 18 Todd Speed Caring Relationships John 13:34-35 & John 21:15-19
Sept. 25 Todd Speed Healthy Church Life John 17: 1-5 & John 17: 5 - 26
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