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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

September 18, 2022 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:30 a.m.

*Please stand, as you are able.  Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

OPENING VOLUNTARY from RUBRICS: The Peace May Be Exchanged Dan Locklair

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP   (adapted from Psalm 133)
Leader: How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!
People: It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron,

running down over the collar of his robes.
Leader: It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion.
People: For there the Lord ordained their blessing, life forevermore.
Leader: Let us worship God!

*OPENING HYMN 761 Called As Partners in Christ’s Service Beecher

CALL TO CONFESSION Nicole Jiskoot, Ministry Intern

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (from the Book of Common Worship, 1993)
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have

done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves...
(Silence is kept for personal prayers of confession)

In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

RESPONSE TO PARDON HYMN 301 (stanza 1)     Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome) Two Oaks
Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live;

A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace;

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions: All are welcome in this place.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Children are invited forward.  Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have

the option of attending Children’s Chapel in the Children’s Multi-Purpose Room.
For pick up after worship, exit the sanctuary through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk

and take the stairs all the way down.  Then, turn left to go down the short set of stairs.
The room is the first on your left.  If you need assistance finding this space, please ask an usher.

Today’s Children’s Chapel Leaders: Jan Bedol, Kris Taylor, and Lori McMahan



INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT Roslynn Hight
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Dr. Speed

NEW TESTAMENT READING Ephesians 4:1-3,15-16,25-32
(pew Bible, page 193, NT)

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Vital Congregations Initiative: For the Sake of the Church and the World
SERMON “Caring Relationships” Dr. Speed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from a Declaration of Faith) Nicole Jiskoot
Jesus lived a truly human life.  Jesus was what we are.  He grew up in a family and a society troubled by

the common problems of the world.  His knowledge was limited by his time and place in history.  He felt
deeply the joy of friendship and the hurt of being rejected.  Jesus prayed, struggled with temptation, knew
anger, and was subject to suffering and death.  He was like us in every way except sin.

Jesus was what we should be.  He served his Father with complete trust and unwavering obedience. 
He loved all kinds of people and accepted their love.  In constant dependence upon the Holy Spirit, Jesus
allowed no temptation or threat to keep him from loving God with his whole being and his neighbor as
himself.  We recognize in Jesus what God created us to be.  He exposes our failure to live as he lived. 
He demonstrates the new humanity God promises to give us through him.  Amen.

MINUTE FOR MISSION:  Frontera de Cristo Rev. Mark Adams

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER Dr. Speed
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING Nicole Jiskoot
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your

concerns, and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM How Very Good and Pleasant K. Lee Scott
How very good and pleasant here when kindred live in unity!  It is as ointment on the head and to the garments flowing down;
As dew from Hermon’s lofty height which falls on Zion’s holy hill. For there God sounds the blessing forth: Life forever
more!  There is one body and one Spirit, as you were called to one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, Who is above all and through all and in all.  Now that you have purified your souls by your
obedience to the truth so that you have sincere and mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart.

    [Psalm 133, paraphrased, K. Lee Scott, Ephesians 4:4-6; I Peter 1:22]

*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online! Nicole Jiskoot

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*CLOSING HYMN 306 Blest Be the Tie that Binds Dennis

*BENEDICTION Dr. Speed

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY The Great Gate of Kiev Modest Mussorgsky



Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster; Chancel Choir

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of
Charlie “Shorty” Orth

by Elizabeth Orth and family

^   ^   ^

Prayer Quilt
You are invited to stop in the Narthex today after this morning's worship service to tie a knot–which represents a
prayer–on a prayer quilt.  The quilt is for Bill Warner.  Please come add your prayer for this member of our church
family.

^   ^   ^

All Hands On Deck!
Calling All Hands on Deck!  All participants in the DPC community are encouraged to engage in
ministry opportunities, in addition to regular Sunday worship, that will deepen their belonging
with others, help them to grow in their relationship with God, and discover meaningful avenues
to share the love of Christ with neighbors.  To which of the “learning and growing” and/or
“giving and serving” opportunities available will you offer your time and commitment?  Have
you seen the booklet with the opportunities available listed?  Look for the booklet with the All
Hands on Deck logo for a listing many of the areas you can engage beyond attending worship at
DPC, with an attached card where you can request more information.  Look for the ‘hands’ basket, take a cut out
hand, write your name and at least one of our ministries where you are engaged beyond worship at DPC, and drop it in
the offering plate.  We will attach your ‘hands’ to our All Hands on Deck board and fill our ‘deck’!

^   ^   ^

All Hands on Deck “Empowered to Serve” Highlight
Got an empowered volunteer to highlight? Email dhowell@dpchurch.org.
Thanks be to God! for Lynn Evans!  Lynn is a DPC elder and member of the Engage Team, sings in the Chancel
Choir, heads up the DPC Flower Guild, took up the reins of our Wedding Coordinator after we lost Elinor Cook and is
in the process of training a guild to handle weddings.  She has been instrumental in most of the drama productions in
recent years and is usually the creator of some of the most beautiful flowers and baked goods at church events.

^   ^   ^

Welcome New Supervised Ministry Intern!
Nicole Jiskoot came to the Decatur area from Florida with her husband and two children in
order to complete a dual degree Master of Divinity/Master of Practical Theology program at
Columbia Theological Seminary.  Prior to her call to the ministry, she taught middle school
U.S. History in Florida for seventeen years.  She brings with her a love of people and the
strength of compassion and empathy for those in need.

Nicole recently completed a dual immersion summer Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE)
internship through the Training and Counseling Center at St. Luke’s (TACC).  She spent time
as a chaplain with Atlanta Medical Center (AMC), where she offered spiritual and emotional
support to patients, families, and staff, and also worked alongside those at the Central Outreach
and Advocacy Center to assist homeless individuals with numerous services.  Nicole is excited
to bring the same energy and enthusiasm to Decatur Presbyterian Church as a Supervised

Ministry Intern.  She and her family have been worshiping at DPC for nearly a year, and they instantly knew it was a
place they could call home away from home.

Besides internships and coursework, Nicole’s favorite pastimes are playing with her children, walking the family’s
dog, and traveling with her family, especially to Florida to visit the grandparents, aunts and uncles, and cousins. 
Through everything, she is beyond grateful for the loving support she receives from her husband Bjorn, who has
doubled his responsibilities both at home and at work to make sure she has the time and energy to devote to her
studies.  All the while, his sense of humor and his playfulness keep the whole family on their toes!  They look forward
to getting to know the DPC family well over the next year and beyond.



Scan this code
with your smart
phone to give

online!

Registration Is Open for the Honduras Mission Trip
After too many years DPC is finally going back to Honduras!  July 8 to 15, of 2023 Youth and Adults will go on a mission trip
in partnership with HOI.  We will travel to Rancho El Paraiso and spend a week working alongside our Honduran siblings.  The
trip is open to DPC Youth in high school, and recent graduates who missed out on the 2020 trip.  Deposit of $120 is due by
September 30.  Sign up now: https://tinyurl.com/honduras2023 

^   ^   ^

Staff Anniversary in September
Brandon Laird, Decatur Presbyterian Children’s Community Director, 9/1/2003 started as teacher (19 years)

^   ^   ^

Threshold Ministry Lunch & Learn September 25
Unhoused in a Sheltered World

Join Threshold in the Sycamore House from 11:45 am to 1:30 pm to hear from individuals in our community who
have faced great hardship and struggle.  We will learn from one another as we share our thoughts, experiences and
meal  together.  Lunch is $10 per person.  Register online by scanning the QR Code with your smart phone’s
camera.

^   ^   ^
Rotary International Youth Host/Exchange Opportunity

1 - Rotary Youth Exchange student Karla, age 16, from the Czech Republic is in need of a local host family for 3-4 months later
this school year.  If interested, email John Bennett at jbennett@origintitle.com. 
2 - Do you know a high school student who may be interested in going on a Rotary Youth Exchange?  Informational meeting to
be held 9/21 at the Decatur Library.  

^   ^   ^
TheoEd (TED-style talks on the Bible, theology, and spirituality)

Sunday, September 18; 5:00 pm at Center Stage Theater Midtown
featuring Kristin Du Mez, Gary Mason, Jim Wallis, Robert Wright, and Jennifer Carlier

Visit TheoEd.com/Attend for tickets.  For more info, email TheoEd@emory.edu

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not receiving our
emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):

September 18–Global Mission partner Mark Adams joins us in worship–interested in Borderlands trip?  Visit
fronteradecristo.org for more info and registration info

September 25–Threshold Ministry Lunch & Learn: “Unhoused in a Sheltered World”, after worship in Sycamore
House

October 11–HOI’s 2022 Inspire Gala, 7 to 9 pm, The Metropolitan Club in Alpharetta, with guest speaker Mark Richt

October 15–Blessing of the Animals Service, 10:00 am in the Terrace Garden

October 30–Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan Service, Scone Contest after worship!

July 8–15, 2023–Honduras Mission Trip for High School Youth and Adults; mark your calendars and get your passports
renewed now!  Registration is open!

Vital Congregations Sermon Series
Sept. 25 Todd Speed Healthy Church Life John 17: 1-5 & John 17: 5 - 26

‘Follow Me’ Sermon Series Resumes; October Theme is “Practicing Generosity”
October 2, 2022 – Emily Wilmesherr “Share Resources” Luke 10:25–37; Acts 4:32–35
October 9, 2022 – Todd Speed “Share Wisdom” Deuteronomy 6:4–9; Acts 18:1–4, 24–28
October 16, 2022 – Dr. Victor Aloyo “Share Justice” President of Columbia Theological Seminary
October 23, 2022 – Todd Speed “Share Power” Leviticus 25:1–17; Luke 18:18–30
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