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*Please stand, as you are able. Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and the Philips Foyer.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
CHORAL INTROIT

God, Our Help and Constant Refuge
Chancel Choir

Herbert Howells

God, our help and constant refuge, Ever present in our need! Though the earth be ever changing, Though it fall into the sea,
Rock secure, Ever sure, Through all tumult You endure. God, the LORD of Hosts, is with us. Come, behold these mighty
deeds: Wars are ended, spears are broken, At this voice the world takes heed. Come, O LORD, Break the Sword! Bring us
peace as Your reward.
[text: Fred R. Anderson]

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 95)
Leader: O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
People: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to the LORD with
songs of praise!
Leader: O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
People: For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture, and the sheep of God’s hand.
*OPENING HYMN 394

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

CALL TO CONFESSION

Westminster Abbey
Rev. Emily Wilmesherr

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness, our shortcomings, and our offenses
against you. You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts,
in forgetting your love. We confess that we have not been living in healthy relationships with you or others.
We have allowed dysfunction, pride, and self-interest to cloud our lives and our most cherished
institutions...
(Silence is kept for personal prayers of confession)
Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have done to displease you. Forgive
our sins, and help us to live in your light, and walk in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*RESPONSE TO PARDON: HYMN 301

Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome)

Two Oaks

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Children are invited forward. Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have
the option of attending Children’s Chapel in the Children’s Multi-Purpose Room.
For pick up after worship, exit the sanctuary through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk
and take the stairs all the way down. Then, turn left to go down the short set of stairs.
The room is the first on your left. If you need assistance finding this space, please ask an usher.
Today’s Children’s Chapel Leaders: Lucia Sizemore, Nicole Jiskoot, and Lori McMahan

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.

David Hughes

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Dr. Speed

NEW TESTAMENT READING
Leader:
People:

II Corinthians 5:11-21
(pew Bible, page 181, NT)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Vital Congregations Initiative: For the Sake of the Church and the World
SERMON

“Healthy Church Life”

Dr. Speed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Declaration of Faith, PC(USA), 1977)
Rev. Wilmesherr
The church is founded on Jesus Christ. Gathered around the Word and sacraments, those who confess
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, together with their children, have formed a corporate, visible body in
pilgrimage with God across the centuries. The church has sought to order its life and ministry in obedience
to the teaching of the first apostles. It has attempted to carry out Christ’s commission in various
institutional forms and structures that demonstrate both continuity and change. We acknowledge that
Christ chooses to be known in the world through this community of ordinary people, therefore we dare not
despise or abandon the church. Christ is the head of the church, therefore we are responsible to Christ
when we make policy and decisions in the church. Christ is the foundation of the church, therefore it will
not fall despite our weakness. We are confident that the Lord of the church will judge and defeat our sinful
intentions and actions, help us in our weakness and blindness, and use the church to accomplish his
purposes. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
Rev. Fletcher
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING
Rev. Wilmesherr
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your
concerns, and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Lead Me, LORD
Chancel Choir

Samuel Sebastian Wesley

Lead me, LORD, lead me in Thy righteousness, make Thy way plain before my face. For it is Thou, LORD, only, that
makest me dwell in safety.
[Psalm 5:8;4:9]

*DOXOLOGY 606
Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*CLOSING HYMN 307

God of Grace and God of Glory

*BENEDICTION

CWM Rhondda
Dr. Speed

*RESPONSE HYMN 654

In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful
(Sung twice: first by the choir, then by all)

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY

Fugue in G minor (BWV 578)

Jacques Berthier
J. S. Bach

Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster; Chancel Choir
^ ^ ^
Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God
in loving memory of
Callaway Thrash
Mary and Mark Huie
Susie Huie
by Jane & Mo Thrash
  
The flowers in the Philips Foyer today are also given to the glory of God
in loving memory of
Kelly Marie McMahon
by her parents and sister, Kevin, Teri and Becky McMahon
^ ^ ^
All Hands On Deck!
Calling All Hands on Deck! All participants in the DPC community are encouraged to engage
in ministry opportunities, in addition to regular Sunday worship, that will deepen their belonging
with others, help them to grow in their relationship with God, and discover meaningful avenues
to share the love of Christ with neighbors. To which of the “learning and growing” and/or
“giving and serving” opportunities available will you offer your time and commitment? Have
you seen the booklet with the opportunities available listed? Look for the booklet with the All
Hands on Deck logo for a listing many of the areas you can engage beyond attending worship at
DPC, with an attached card where you can request more information. Look for the ‘hands’ basket, take a cut out
hand, write your name and at least one of our ministries where you are engaged beyond worship at DPC, and drop it in
the offering plate. We will attach your ‘hands’ to our All Hands on Deck board and fill our ‘deck’!
^ ^ ^
All Hands on Deck “Empowered to Serve” Highlight
Got an empowered volunteer to highlight? Email dhowell@dpchurch.org.
Thanks be to God! for Mark Lester. Mark has been a member of the Chancel Choir for 20 years and is always the
first to volunteer for any needed assignment. Mark also volunteers with the Phone Guild.
^ ^ ^
Welcome New Supervised Ministry Intern!

Nicole Jiskoot came to the Decatur area from Florida with her husband and two children in order to
complete a dual degree Master of Divinity/Master of Practical Theology program at Columbia
Theological Seminary. Prior to her call to the ministry, she taught middle school U.S. History in Florida
for seventeen years. She brings with her a love of people and the strength of compassion and empathy
for those in need.
Nicole recently completed a dual immersion summer Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) internship
through the Training and Counseling Center at St. Luke’s (TACC). She spent time as a chaplain with
Atlanta Medical Center (AMC), where she offered spiritual and emotional support to patients, families, and staff, and
also worked alongside those at the Central Outreach and Advocacy Center to assist homeless individuals with
numerous services. Nicole is excited to bring the same energy and enthusiasm to Decatur Presbyterian Church as a
Supervised Ministry Intern. She and her family have been worshiping at DPC for nearly a year, and they instantly
knew it was a place they could call home away from home.
Besides internships and coursework, Nicole’s favorite pastimes are playing with her children, walking the family’s
dog, and traveling with her family, especially to Florida to visit the grandparents, aunts and uncles, and cousins.
Through everything, she is beyond grateful for the loving support she receives from her husband Bjorn, who has
doubled his responsibilities both at home and at work to make sure she has the time and energy to devote to her
studies. All the while, his sense of humor and his playfulness keep the whole family on their toes! They look forward
to getting to know the DPC family well over the next year and beyond.

^ ^ ^
Registration Is Open for the Honduras Mission Trip
After too many years DPC is finally going back to Honduras! July 8 to 15, of 2023 Youth and Adults will go on a mission trip in
partnership with HOI. We will travel to Rancho El Paraiso and spend a week working alongside our Honduran siblings. The trip
is open to DPC Youth in high school, and recent graduates who missed out on the 2020 trip. Deposit of $120 is due by
September 30. Sign up now: https://tinyurl.com/honduras2023
^ ^ ^
Staff Anniversary in September
Brandon Laird, Decatur Presbyterian Children’s Community Director, 9/1/2003 started as teacher (19 years)
^ ^ ^
Threshold Ministry Lunch & Learn September 25
Unhoused in a Sheltered World
Join Threshold in the Sycamore House from 11:45 am to 1:30 pm to hear from individuals in our community who have faced
great hardship and struggle. We will learn from one another as we share our thoughts, experiences and meal together.
Lunch is $10 per person.
^ ^ ^

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not receiving our
emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):
September 25–Threshold Ministry Lunch & Learn: “Unhoused in a Sheltered World”, after worship in Sycamore House
October 11–HOI’s (Honduras Outreach International) 2022 Inspire Gala, 7 to 9 pm, The Metropolitan Club in Alpharetta,
with guest speaker Mark Richt
October 15–Blessing of the Animals Service, 10:00 am in the Terrace Garden
October 16–Supervised Ministry Team Training, 6:00 pm in the Session Room, come learn how easy (and important!) it is
to support and encourage our Supervised Ministry Intern this program year!
October 28–Trunk-n-Treat, 5 to 7 pm in the DPC main parking lot
October 30–Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan Service, Scone Contest after worship!
July 8–15, 2023–Honduras Mission Trip for High School Youth and Adults; mark your calendars and get your passports
renewed now! Registration is open!

‘Follow Me’ Sermon Series Resumes; October Theme is “Practicing Generosity”
October 2 – Emily Wilmesherr
“Share Resources”
Luke 10:25–37; Acts 4:32–35
October 9 – Todd Speed
“Share Wisdom”
Deuteronomy 6:4–9; Acts 18:1–4, 24–28
October 16 – Rev. Dr. Victor Aloyo, Jr.
New President of Columbia Theological Seminary
October 23 – Todd Speed
“Share Power”
Leviticus 25:1–17; Luke 18:18–30
October 30 – Tully Fletcher
November 6 – Todd Speed
November 13 – Todd Speed
November 20 – Todd Speed

November Theme is “Forgive”
“Recognize Sin”
Luke 15:11–32
“Receive Forgiveness”
Psalms 32; 51; Luke 15:20–24
“Forgive Others”
Matthew 18:21–35; Luke 15:25–32
“Build a Bridge to the Future” Genesis 50:15–21; Luke 15:25–32
Scan this code
with your smart
phone to give
online!
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