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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

October 30, 2022 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 10:30 a.m.

Celebrating the Scottish Foundation of the Presbyterian Church

All who are able are encouraged to gather in the Terrace Garden by 10:15 am to process in to worship together.

Today we celebrate the Reformation with a special emphasis on the Scottish roots of the Presbyterian tradition. 
The Reformation was begun in Germany in 1517 by Martin Luther who insisted on grace and faith in Jesus Christ
alone as the heart of Christian faith.  Others coming along later brought various nuances to this way of being
Christian, including John Calvin, the founder of the Presbyterian branch of Protestantism.  From Calvin’s Geneva,
Protestantism spread to Scotland, where John Knox and others wrote the Scots Confession in 1560, marking the
beginning of the Presbyterian tradition which later spread to the United States and other places around the world.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PROCESSIONAL Highland Cathedral Traditional Scottish
Henry Frantz, piper; Matthew McMahan, organist arr. M. McMahan

Procession of the Bible and Cross
Procession of the Pastors and Tartans

*CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
Leader: We gather together to give praise and honor to our creator, our sustainer, and our redeemer.
People: Christ died for our sins,
Leader: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
People: We are God’s beloved children.
Leader: We proclaim that all who love and trust in Jesus Christ are united in the covenant of faith,
People: for there is but one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all.

*BLESSING OF THE TARTANS
Leader: On this Reformation Sunday we present the tartans before Almighty God.  Let us pray.
People: Eternal God, in gratitude for the freedom of religious observance, we ask your blessing upon

these symbols of our heritage, and we pray that all assembled believers here may respond to your
gracious deliverance by doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with you, our God;
through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

* HYMN 275 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Ein’ Feste Burg

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO CONFESSION Nicole Jiskoot
Leader: Why do we confess our sin?
People: Because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
Leader: But why do we do this together?
People: Because we are a community, a covenant people.
Leader: Then let us confess our sin.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (unison) Nicole Jiskoot

I sin.
I have sinned.
I will sin again.
I am a sinner.
Every day I am a sinner.
I like to pretend I am sometimes good, but that lie I tell my self is also another sin.
I sin without realizing it.
I sin without trying.
I try to convince myself that my sins really aren’t that bad.
Even when I try to do something righteous, my sin is still there, staining my good works.
I am surrounded by sin, so deep, that I can never escape it.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT Rev. Emily Wilmesherr

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS 1 John 1:8-10 & 2:1-2
(pew Bible page 239, NT)

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
SERMON “Forgive—Recognize Sin” Rev. Fletcher

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Rev. Wilmesherr
(from THE SCOTS CONFESSION, 1560 c.e., chapters 16 & 18)

We confess and acknowledge one God alone... whom alone we must serve, whom only we must worship,
and in whom alone we put our trust...  As we believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, so we firmly
believe that from the beginning there has been, now is, and to the end of the world shall be, one Kirk... who
rightly worship and embrace him by true faith in Christ Jesus, who is the only Head of the Kirk...  This
Kirk is catholic, that is, universal, because it contains the chosen of all ages, of all realms, nations, and
tongues... The notes of true Kirk, we believe, confess and avow to be: first, the true preaching of the Word of
God;... secondly, the right administration of the sacraments;... and lastly, ecclesiastical discipline uprightly
ministered.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

‘ALL IN’ STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN Rev. Fletcher, Abby Bennett, Robbie Eldridge, Walter Beaubien

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP AND PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING Dr. Speed
(scan QR Code on back of bulletin to give online!)



OFFERTORY ANTHEM Sing to God Jane M. Marshall 
Sing to God!  It is good to sing praises to our God; for God is gracious, and a song of praise is seemly.  The Lord builds up
Jerusalem and gathers the outcasts of Israel.  God heals the brokenhearted, God heals them and binds up their wounds.  God
determines the number of stars; God gives to all of them their names.  Sing to God!  Sing to God, O sing praises, sing with
thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre!  Who covers the heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the earth, makes
grass grow on the hills, gives to the beasts their food, and to the young ravens which cry.  Whose delight is not in the strength
of the horse, Whose pleasure is not in human might, but in those who fear God. [from Psalm 147]

*DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound Amazing Grace CM
Henry Frantz, piper; Matthew McMahan, organ

*BENEDICTION Rev. Fletcher

*PROCESSIONAL  Scotland the Brave Traditional Scottish Folk Song
Procession of the Bible and Cross
Procession of the Pastors and Tartans

All are invited to the Keith Parlor/Session Room to enjoy a light lunch & scone competition
as we continue the celebration today.

ORGAN POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune in D David Johnson

^   ^   ^
Music

Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster
Chancel Choir

Henry Frantz, piper

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

and in memory of Anne’s grandmother,

Ophelia Scott Elliott Fayssoux,

and Mike’s great-great grandmother,

Isabella M. McKenzie,

through whom we trace our Scottish heritage

by Anne Fayssoux and Mike Leaf
^   ^   ^

Daylight Saving Time Ends Next Week!
Remember to set your clocks back an hour before heading to bed Saturday night,
November 5.  ‘Fall back’ for an extra hour of sleep!

^   ^   ^

Celebrate Lori and Matt McMahan November 13
We hope to see you in the sanctuary for a special celebration on Sunday, Nov. 13, when we recognize Lori and Matt
McMahan for their 25 years of leading music programs at Decatur Presbyterian Church.
Nov. 13 is also Pledge Sunday when we make our commitment to the support of DPC in 2023.
The children’s choirs led by Lori will join the Chancel Choir led by Matt in singing a special anthem during the
service.  A reception of punch and cake will follow the service in Keith Parlor.
  arting this Sunday, Oct. 30, you can share your appreciation for the McMahan’s by writing a greeting in card
provided for you in the Philips Foyer adjacent to the sanctuary.  Look for these cards and this opportunity for the next
few weeks.



Registration Is Open for the Honduras Mission Trip
After too many years DPC is finally going back to Honduras!  July 8 to 15, of 2023 Youth and Adults will go on a
mission trip in partnership with HOI.  We will travel to Rancho El Paraiso and spend a week working alongside our
Honduran siblings.  The trip is open to DPC Youth in high school, and recent graduates who missed out on the 2020
trip.  Sign up now!  Registration closes soon!  Sign up now: https://tinyurl.com/honduras2023 

^   ^   ^

Mark Your Calendars for Intergenerational Hurricane Relief February 16-20, 2023
Hurricane Ian has been devastating to southwest Florida and beyond.  Disaster relief through Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA) will begin soon and continue for months and even years, with all sorts of ways to help.  DPC has
begun planning an inter-generational mission trip with other churches from our Presbytery for February.  All ages and
families are welcome.  Contact Lana at lteko@dpchurch.org if interested in participating.

^   ^   ^

All Hands On Deck!
Calling All Hands on Deck!  All participants in the DPC community are encouraged to engage in ministry
opportunities, in addition to regular Sunday worship, that will deepen their belonging with
others, help them to grow in their relationship with God, and discover meaningful avenues to
share the love of Christ with neighbors.  To which of the “learning and growing” and/or
“giving and serving” opportunities available will you offer your time and commitment?  Have
you seen the booklet with the opportunities available listed?  Look for the booklet with the
All Hands on Deck logo for a listing many of the areas you can engage beyond attending
worship at DPC, with an attached card where you can request more information.  Look for the
‘hands’ basket, take a cut out hand, write your name and at least one of our ministries where
you are engaged beyond worship at DPC, and drop it in the offering plate.  We will attach your ‘hands’ to our All
Hands on Deck board and fill our ‘deck’!

^   ^   ^

All Hands on Deck “Empowered to Serve” Highlight
Got an empowered volunteer to highlight? Email dhowell@dpchurch.org.
Thanks be to God! for Frank Mastrogiacomo!  Frank was an integral part of getting us set up to live stream our
services and serves on the team that broadcasts worship each week.  He is always willing to handle our special video
needs (like those great stewardship videos!) and is a regular volunteer at our Bible and Mucic camps and any drama
productions.

^   ^   ^

Hands on Mission Spotlight: Global Village Project’s Welcome Walk
Global Village Project is an accredited, nonprofit middle school that reactivates the education of refugee girls aged
11-18, so they can access the benefits of a holistic education.  They meet on the upper floor of the McGeachy
Building.

The seeds of Global Village Project were planted in 2007 by a group of volunteers who came together to support and
tutor five teenaged Afghani girls in Clarkston, Georgia.  By 2009, they’d founded Global Village Project, the only
school in the country dedicated to meeting the educational needs of refugee young women and preparing them for
high school.  The curriculum focuses on STEAM (science, tech, engineering, art and math) with a deep dive into
social emotional learning, ELA (english language arts), and trauma informed support. GVP has grown over the last 14
years, thanks to the hospitality of the Decatur Presbyterian Church. 

Global Village Project is proud to announce their 10th Annual Welcome Walk presented by Delta Air Lines which
takes place on Saturday, November 5, 2022 at 10 a.m. at Refuge Coffee (4170 E Ponce de Leon
Ave, Clarkston, GA 30021). 

The Welcome Walk brings together about 300 people including: students, teachers, parents, volunteers,
donors and friends of GVP.  The purpose is to celebrate Global Village Project’s commitment of
welcoming refugees and immigrants into the community.  The five mile walk along the PATH trail
begins at Refuge Coffee and ends at Global Village Project, housed in Decatur Presbyterian Church. 
Following the walk, there are fun festivities including: henna making, vendor shopping, music and
more!  Scan the code to join DPC’s walking team or support the Welcome Walk!



What do you love about DPC?
Thank you for your thoughtful and enthusiastic responses when we celebrated the 15 years 
Rev. Dr. Todd Speed has devoted to this congregation.  Your quotes have been organized into 
categories and posted in the hallway to the sanctuary.  Look for your comments, and those of
your friends.  You love your pastors and worship services, the music and sense of community, 
our programs for all ages and support of Threshold.

^   ^   ^
SAM (Senior Adult Ministry) Card Making Class November 1`7

One of the joys of Christmas is the time we spend with family and friends celebrating the year that is ending and
looking forward to the one ahead. We exchange gifts and send Christmas cards with photos and notes.

It is a season to explore creativity as you decorate your home, try new recipes and wrap presents.

Your Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) is offering a special workshop on Thursday,
November 17 on making Christmas cards!  You'll use kits to explore a variety of sizes,
types and features of cards and learn to use materials commonly available at nearby craft
stores.

You'll go home with nine cards (with envelopes) you have made that include:
" "Shaker" cards with snowflakes and sequins
" A 3-D card of a gingerbread house that folds down into an envelope
" Gift enclosure cards in vellum envelopes - you'll use rubber stamps to add a greeting
" Three "slimline" cards (the size of a No. 10 business envelope)
" A "snow globe" card that sits up on a shelf or mantle

The cost of the workshop is $20, payable that day with
checks made out to Decatur Presbyterian Church.  The
event runs from 10:30 - 12 noon in the Session Room. 

All materials and supplies are included.

DPC member Kathy Morse will lead you through process of assembling each card,
step by step, folding and gluing all the pre-cut pieces. No previous experience is
needed.

Attendance at this hands-on event is limited to 18 so reserve your spot early.  Anyone
may attend–notg just ‘seniors’–so invite your friend or family members!  For questions
or to sign up, contact Kathy Morse at (404) 219-7345, kathymorse@me.com or call the church offce.

^   ^   ^

More Information Coming Soon
Watch your emails and bulletin announcements for more information on:

� Youth Poinsettia Fund-Raiser Sale to support youth summer trips
� Chancel Choir Christmas Wreath Sale to support choir trip to 

Carnegie Hall
� Advent Schedule





The Decatur Presbyterian Church Tartan
The DPC Tartan is designed with liturgical colors:

Green for Ordinary Time; Red for Pentecost; Blue for Advent and Lent; Black for Ash Wednesday/Good
Friday; White for Easter and Christmas; Gold is for the love of God.

All are welcome to wear the DPC tartan and be included in this family of faith.  DPC member Aaron McClennen
designed and registered the tartan with the Scottish Registry of Tartans.

^   ^   ^
On August 17, 1560, Reformer John Knox and five of his colleagues presented the first Reformed confession of faith
written in the English language to the Parliament of Scotland.  “The Scots Confession,” as it is now known, united
all of Scotland in its politics and in the church.  From that day on, the nation was united under a Protestant Flag,
emblazoned with the Cross of St. Andrew.  This was the birth of the Church of Scotland, a church governed by
elders, which became the parent of Presbyterian churches around the world.

^   ^   ^

The History of Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan
The ceremony of Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan is of American origin, though based on Scottish history and legend.  After Bonnie Prince Charlie’s Scottish forces were

defeated by the English at the Battle of Culloden in 1746, Scotland once again came under British rule.  To control the Scots, a special act was passed that forbade the
carrying of arms and the wearing of kilts, plaid, or any tartan which represented Scottish heritage.  Orders were given for British troops to kill upon sight any person
dressed in Highland garb or displaying the tartan.
As the Legend Goes. . .

This act prompted the stubborn Scots secretly to carry a piece of their tartan with them as they went to the Kirk.  The minister then slipped a blessing (a Kirkin’)
into the service for the tartans.  The prohibition against tartan lasted for nearly 50 years.  At the repeal of the act, the Church of Scotland celebrated with a Service of
Family Covenant, at which time the tartan of each family was offered as a covenant expression for the Lord’s blessing.
The First Kirkin’

The Saint Andrew’s Society of Washington, D.C. held the first Kirkin’ during the early years of World War II.  The late Dr. Peter Marshall, an eloquent Scot, then
Chaplain of the U.S. Senate and Pastor of New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, led the service in 1943, choosing “Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan” for the title of his sermon. 
He had preached many sermons in support of the British War Relief and the Scottish Clans Evacuation Plan.  His sermons were so popular that a request was made
for their publication, with the proceeds from the sales designated for war relief programs.  As the war continued, the D.C. Saint Andrew’s Society continued to hold
services of unified prayer for the subjects of the British Isles.  These became known as Kirkin’s.
The Service

The worship service is of traditional content, using much of the Church of Scotland form.  Central to its theme is the presentation of various tartans—through
the carrying of flags and the wearing of tartans—for a blessing.  Clans provided protection and economic, political, and social support.  The tartan is a symbol of
love and togetherness.  The Kirkin’ is intended to encourage all participants to reflect with thanksgiving on their own family and ethnic heritage and to celebrate
God’s grace poured out for all generations.  DPC has created its own tartan to include all who are part of the church community.
The Beadle

A kilted Beadle leads the worship procession carrying the Bible to the front of the sanctuary and the pulpit.  Reminiscent of an old custom of the Church of
Scotland, this tradition highlights the Bible as the Word of our Lord and the center of our faith.  The term beadle comes from the Latin term bedellus, a word
referring to a messenger or summoner of parties to court, which in this case was the Session.  The term bedellus was too cumbersome for the Scots, and over time it
slid down to beadle.
The Evolution of the Kilt

No doubt the most identifiable garment worn by the Scots is the kilt, regardless of the fabric.  The kilt of modern times is made with several yards of tartan,
pleated together in the back, left unpleated in the front, and designed like a wrap-around skirt.  Kilts used to be made to cover the upper body as well, sometimes
including the head.
The Claymore Sword

The Claymore Sword was the mighty weapon of the Scots.  It represents earthly power.  In today’s service, the Claymore is used as a processional cross.  Its blade
pointed down, and its hilt, in the form of a cross, is held high to the glory of God.  We symbolically and ultimately yield our power on earth to the love and peace of
Jesus Christ.

....the sword is the Spirit and the word of God.   Ephesians 6:17



Scan this code
with your smart
phone to give

online!

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events (if you’re not
receiving our emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):

November 4-6–Fall Middle School Retreat at the Calvin Center, sign up now!  Cost is $125 (all
inclusive)
November 5--10th Annual Global Village Project Welcome Walk presented by Delta Air Lines
at 10 a.m. at Refuge Coffee (4170 E Ponce de Leon Ave, Clarkston, GA 30021).  Scan the QR
code to join the DPC team or support GVP!
November 6–All Saints’ Sunday, worship with communion and recognition of those who have
died since last All Saints’ Sunday.  Also, Daylight Saving Ends, so set your clocks back Saturday
night!
November 6–Todd Speed and Nicole Jiskoot lead service at Wesley Woods, 5:00 pm
November 13–Commitment Sunday and Celebration of 25th Anniversary of Matt & Lori McMahan
November 13–Peach State Opera “Operatizers”, 2 to 5 pm, DPC Sanctuary
December 21–Longest Night Service
December 24–Christmas Eve Services at 3:30 pm, 5:30 pm, and 8:30 pm
December 25–Christmas Day service at 4:30 pm, church-wide potluck dinner at 5:30 pm
February 16-20, 2023–Inter-Generational Hurricane Relief Mission Trip.  DPC has begun planning an inter-
generational mission trip to Hurricane Ian ravaged areas in Florida with other churches from our Presbytery for
February.  All ages and families are welcome.  Contact Lana at lteko@dpchurch.org if interested in participating
July 8–15, 2023–Honduras Mission Trip for High School Youth and Adults; mark your calendars and get your
passports renewed now!  Registration is open!

‘Follow Me’ Sermon Series; Oct/November Theme is “Forgive”
November 6 Todd Speed “Receive Forgiveness” Psalms 32; 51; Luke 15:20–24
November 13 Todd Speed “Forgive Others” Matthew 18:21–35; Luke 15:25–32
November 20 Todd Speed “Build a Bridge to the Future” Genesis 50:15–21; Luke 15:25–32

Advent Theme is “Go Tell”
November 27 Emily Wilmesherr“The Right Story” Matthew 25:34-40; Luke 4:16-21, 46-55
December 4 Todd Speed “Break the Good News” Luke 1:1–25, 57–80; John 1:1–18
December 11 Todd Speed “Join the Chorus” Isaiah 58:6–9a; Acts 8:26–39
December 18 Todd Speed “Tell of the Hope Within You” Jeremiah 32:1–44; Luke 2:8–20

DECATUR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
205 Sycamore Street, Decatur, GA 30030  /  www.dpchurch.org  /  404-378-1777


