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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

January 8, 2023 Baptism of the Lord Sunday 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and Philips Foyer.

OPENING VOLUNTARY Lyric Prelude Herbert Colvin

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Todd Speed
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Come, this is a day of rest.
People: We come, bearing burdens and cares. 
Leader: Come, place your lives in the loving hands of God.
People: May God heal our spirits and strengthen us. 
Leader: Come, bring your worries to God, who is always with us.
People: We come in faith and trust to worship the God of healing mercies.

*HYMN 396 Brethren, We Have Met to Worship Holy Manna

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Emily Wilmesherr

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, you have given us the gift of Sabbath, but we regularly reject your offer of rest and renewal. 

In our attempts to use our time wisely, we pack our days with commitments, deadlines, and obligations. 
Both worthy and frivolous pursuits have become excuses for neglecting time with you and for ignoring your
command to care for our bodies and our spirits with Sabbath rest…

(silence is kept for personal prayers of confession)
Loving God, forgive our disobedient and misguided ways; renew within us gratitude for your sacred

command to rest; and grant us the courage and wisdom to honor Sabbath time in the midst of a harried and
unhealthy world. In the name of Christ we pray, Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Children are invited forward.  Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have
the option of attending Children’s Chapel in the Children’s Multi-Purpose Room.

For pick up after worship, exit the sanctuary through the door by the piano and walk past the reception desk
and take the stairs all the way down.  Then, turn left to go down the short set of stairs.

The room is the first on your left.  If you need assistance finding this space, please ask an usher.
Today’s Children’s Chapel Leaders: Rev. Wilmesherr and Lori McMahan

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT Rev. Wilmesherr
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Dr. Speed



OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 1:26–2:3
(pew Bible, page 1, OT)

NEW TESTAMENT READING Mark 6:30–46
(pew Bible, page 41, NT)

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
SERMON “Honor Sabbath: Rest with God” Dr. Speed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Brief Statement of Faith, Book of Confessions, PC(USA) 2004)
Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign love God created the world good and
makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. 
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.  Ignoring God’s commandments.  we violate the image
of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the
planet entrusted to our care.  We deserve God’s condemnation.  Yet God acts with justice and mercy to
redeem creation.

In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the
earth.  Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage.  Loving us still,
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a
father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your

concerns, and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM How Very Good and Pleasant K. Lee Scott
How very good and pleasant here when kindred live in unity!  It is as ointment on the head and to the garments flowing down;
As dew from Hermon’s lofty height which falls on Zion’s holy hill. For there God sounds the blessing forth: Life forever more! 
There is one body and one Spirit, as you were called to one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God
and Father of all, Who is above all and through all and in all.  Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the
truth so that you have sincere and mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart.

    [Psalm 133, paraphrased, K. Lee Scott, Ephesians 4:4-6; I Peter 1:22]

*DOXOLOGY 606 Old Hundredth, L.M.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!

SERVICE OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION Dr. Speed

   PRESENTATION OF THE ELDERS Hikie Allen IV, Clerk of Session

   Elected Elders to be Ordained & Installed:
Whitney Godwin Susan Tribble Abby Bennett (Youth Elder)

   Previously Ordained Elected Elders to be Installed:
Chet Allen

Heather Beaubien
Roslynn Hight
Dudley Larus

Joe Mehlhop
Leslie Miller

David Wiley
Steve Craw (Class of 2023)

   THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE ELDERS Dr. Speed
1. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the church and through him

believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit?
2. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and

authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the church universal, and God’s Word to you?



3. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of
our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be
instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?

4. Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be continually
guided by our confessions?

5. Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline?  Will you be a friend among
your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit?

6. Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors and work for the
reconciliation of the world?

7. Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?
8. Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love?
9. Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture and service?  Will

you share in government and discipline, serving in governing bodies of the church?  Will you teach charity, urge
concern and direct the people’s help to the friendless and those in need?  And in your ministry, will you try to
show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?

   THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE CONGREGATION Hikie Allen IV
Do we, the members of Decatur Presbyterian Church, accept these persons as elders, chosen by God through the
voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?
(Please answer, “WE DO.”)
Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who
alone is Head of the church?  (Please answer, “WE DO.”)

(The elders to be ordained shall kneel, and the Session invites all ordained ministers
and elders to participate in the laying on of hands during the prayer.)

   PRAYER OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION Rev. Fletcher

   THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.

   STATEMENT BY THE MODERATOR Dr. Speed
You are now elders in the church of Jesus Christ and members of the Session for this congregation.  Whatever you
do, in word and deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through him.  Amen.

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 298 Lord, You Give the Great Commission Abbot’s Leigh

*BENEDICTION and BLESSING OF THE MEAL Dr. Speed

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Tuba Tune in D C. S. Lang

^   ^   ^

Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster

Chancel Choir

^   ^   ^



Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God

in loving memory of my parents
Helen & David Smith

and my sister Graham Mothershead
by Lee Smith

^   ^   ^

All Hands on Deck “Empowered to Serve” Highlight
Thanks be to God!  For the Elder Class of 2025 being ordained and installed today!  Each brings his or her own
knowledge and experience to support Decatur Presbyterian Church and the community we serve. Those being ordained
and installed include Whitney Godwin, Susan Tribble and our youth elder Abby Bennett.  Those previously ordained
include Chet Allen, Heather Beaubien, Rosylnn Hight, Dudley Larus, Joe Mehlhop, Leslie Miller, David Wiley and
Steve Craw (class of 2023), which tells us they are serving for at least the second time.  We also are grateful to the
nominations team members who carefully recruited this class and the pastors who trained them.  All three classes will
gather for a retreat later this month.

^   ^   ^

Epiphany Brunch on January 8
Join us after worship on today, for brunch in the Parlor celebrating Epiphany.  The meal is provided by the Belonging
Team assisted by congregational volunteers.  Donations of $5 to $10 are encouraged to offset the cost of the meal. 
Breakfast casseroles and fruit trays will be served alongside orange juice, hot chocolate, and coffee.
Epiphany is the celebration of God’s manifestation or self-revelation to the world in Jesus Christ. In particular, we
celebrate the revelation of God’s promise and purpose to the nations of the world, as the magi came from the East to
worship to the Christ child, and God’s covenant of grace is extended to all who believe the good news of Christ Jesus.
The symbolism of light is important: not only because of the star that guided the magi, but as it relates to the bright
dawning of God’s self-revelation in Christ.

^   ^   ^

SAM (Senior Adult Ministry) Piano Concert on January 19
Join your SAM (Senior Adult Ministry) team in the sanctuary at 11:00 am for a delightful piano concert presented by
our own Mary Lynn Darden, joined by Farris Goodrum, piano and Rev. Elizabeth “Betsy” Stow, flute.  A reception in
the Keith Parlor will follow.  All are welcome!

^   ^   ^

Grief Support Group Luncheon on January 22
Luncheon in the church parlor for all those who may be interested in participating in a grief support group in the
coming months.  Jill Joyner will be our speaker.  Members and friends of members are welcome to attend. 

^   ^   ^

Information Meeting Next Sunday, January 15, for February Florida Hurricane Relief Mission Trip
Join Todd Speed in the Session Room after worship next Sunday, January 15, for an information meeting regarding the
planned mission trip next month to the hurricane-ravaged area of Florida.



Installation of the Elder Class of 2025

Chet Allen:  A lifelong, as well as fourth generation, member of Decatur Presbyterian
Church, Chet is excited to continue serving the church as part of the Session. Having
previously served as a Youth Elder, he is currently a member of the Livestream Team (so
you know who to blame when microphones don't work) as well as the Nominations Council,
and was happy to accept the nomination from his fellow members. Having graduated from
Georgia Tech with a Business Administration degree in 2019, he currently works as a brewer
at Second Self Beer Company, and looks forward to helping with the church's Young Adult
Ministry.

Heather Beaubien joined DPC with her husband Brian in 2006, and they are grateful that their
children Walter & Leah have had DPC as their church home ever since.  Heather has previously
served as an elder, chairing the Evangelism council that she actively participated in for several
years.  She also served on the Nominations Council, the bicentennial goal committee, and a few
search committees, as well as mission trips to Honduras and Nicaragua that were especially
meaningful.  Heather leads the Sustainability team for Chick-fil-A Inc., a role that aligns well with
her values of responsible stewardship of resources and her love for the outdoors.  Heather holds a
Bachelor of Science Degree from Rochester Institute of Technology and a Master of Business
Administration from Saint Louis University.  She currently serves on the boards of Keep Georgia
Beautiful Foundation and Trees Atlanta, and is the Treasurer of Boy Scout Troop 6, where Walter &
Brian also serve in leadership positions.  Heather is humbled to serve DPC as an elder again.

Abby Bennett (Youth Elder) is the daughter of Joe and Martha Bennett.  Abby is a faithful member of
the DPC youth group, and very excited to be ordained as an Elder, serving an 18 month term
concluding in May of 2024.  She is a junior in High School, and an avid volleyball player.  She loves
going to Montreat with the youth group each summer, and has participated in past mission trips as
well.  Abby frequently brings her friends to youth group, and you can find her in the sanctuary most
Sunday mornings.  She will be serving on the Youth Ministry Team and the Engage Team.  

Filling a slot in the Class of 2023
Steve Craw was born in New York City and grew up in a “Presbyterian home” where both his parents
were active in their local Presbyterian church.  Steve and his wife Sara Jo joined DPC in March of 2019
after moving to Atlanta from California in June of 2018 to be closer to their family.  They have two sons,
Jeff who lives in New York City and Jason who is also a DPC member with his wife Sarah Collier and their
two sons, Jacob and Charlie.  Steve is a retired biomedical engineer and an ordained elder in PCUSA. 
During his time in California Steve served as an Elder on the Buildings and Grounds Committee and as
head usher at Presbyterian Church of the Master in Mission Viejo, CA.  He enjoys spending time with his
family, following college sports, doing projects around their home and working on Habitat for Humanity
building projects. Steve is currently on the Threshold Ministry Steering Committee and has been serving
on the DPC Finance Ministry for the past three years and as Chair for the last two years.



Whitney Dodd Godwin grew up in The First Presbyterian Church in Richmond, VA.  She has lived in the
Decatur area for over 30 years and has been a member of Decatur Presbyterian Church for over 10
years.  She and her husband, Scott, have 2 sons, Will, age 30, currently working and living in San
Francisco and Graham, age 28, living and working in Atlanta.  Whitney retired from a 37 year career in
nursing at Emory Healthcare in 2021.  She's enjoying retirement with volunteer opportunities, traveling
with her family and walking and gardening.  At DPC, she has participated in the college connections
program and is currently involved with the DPC Flower Guild.  She regularly attends the Fellowship
Sunday school class.  Whitney is honored to be asked to be an elder and is looking forward to serving
DPC in this capacity.

Roslynn Hight grew up in Talbotton GA, and graduated from Ga. College in Milledgeville.  After
teaching for one year in Sarasota, Fla, she moved to Atlanta and became a travel agent.  This
has been a wonderful career that has given her the opportunity to travel extensively worldwide
which she loves!  Fortunately, her daughter, Alicia and grandson, Lucas live in Atlanta so she has
the joy of seeing them often.
“I was raised in the Baptist Church but became a Presbyterian as an adult.   I became a member
of DPC about 15 years ago and found a wonderful community of friends who has supported me
and helped me grow spiritually.  I am honored to be an elected elder and am so thankful for this
opportunity to serve.”

Dudley Larus completed his second term as Clerk of the Session this December.  He is
co-chair of the Outreach Team, is one of the leads of the Stream Team and can be found in
the balcony on most Sundays streaming the service to YouTube.  Other things he enjoys
doing around the church… he is the DPC Webmaster and keeps the attendance and visitor
databases.  Dud is retired as a business analyst with a global customer experience
software provider.  He plays golf weekly, studies guitar and is lead guitar in his band,
World Gone Wrong.  He is also a member of a Wednesday AM bible study group that has
been together for about twenty years.  He is married to Sydney Coleman and lives near
Stone Mountain.

Joe Mehlhop joined Decatur Presbyterian Church in 2014 along with his wife Jeanie.   They moved
from Brenham, Texas to the Decatur area to be close to their four grandchildren (and their
parents).  Joe served on Session two times at Brenham Presbyterian Church.  Since be coming a
member at Decatur Presbyterian, Joe has served on Property Committee, participated in the
Chancel Choir, DPC Task Force, Pastors’ Aides, and is currently the chair of the Threshold Steering
Committee.  Joe has also served as a shepherd to new members, has volunteered at the Threshold
Ministry, and has gone on mission trips to assist areas following tornadoes and hurricanes.  Joe also
serves on the Steering Committee for A Home for Everyone in DeKalb County which assists our
homeless population.  During his spare time, Joe loves to get together with his grandchildren, play
guitar, play golf, read detective/spy novels, and play with his dog Charlie.  Joe is honored to be
nominated to serve on Session.



Leslie Miller:  A lifelong Presbyterian, Leslie grew up in West Virginia and attended Agnes Scott
College.  Worked in Atlanta, St. Simons and Florida.  Leslie now lives in Avondale Estates and
works for Siemens Industry, Inc. in Marketing Communications.  She enjoys fly fishing, travel,
cooking, reading, home improvement projects and more.
DPC Connections:  After buying in Decatur – Leslie decided to join a church in her own
community. Bringing her to Decatur Presbyterian, where she had worshiped while at Agnes
Scott and still had friends. She has served as the interim Youth Director, on the Youth Council,
the Social Committee, the Retreat Center Ministry Council, the Session and numerous Habitat
builds.  “I am honored and pleased to serve as a DPC elder and look forward to strengthening
my ties in the Church and developing our faith community.”

Susan Tribble joined DPC in 2016. She attended Agnes Scott and graduated from FSU in 1966 with a
degree in Elementary Education. After  teaching school in Atlantic Beach and Miami, FL and Atlanta
her career transitioned to supporting U.S. and international companies with training programs for
their customers and employees.  Her focus when working for software companies was consulting
with their customers to prepare their employees to use new applications.  Susan grew up on the
Jacksonville Beaches of Florida and has lived in the Atlanta area for more than 50 years, 43 years in
the City of Decatur.  Since joining DPC, Susan has enjoyed singing with the Chancel Choir and
attending the Crusaders Sunday School class, leading Presbyterian Women, being on the
Environmental Green Team, participating in Pastors’ Aides and supporting the Confirmation process. 
She also participates in hanging of the greens and other church events.  Susan is retired and lives at
Clairmont Place where she is involved with the Environmental Protection and Art Committees. 
Susan looks forward to contributing to DPC as an Elder.

David Wiley is a native Georgian and grew up in the Atlanta area.  Earned BA in History at
LaGrange College and Juris Doctorate at Cumberland School of Law - Samford University,
where he met Georgee Corley of Decatur.  David and Georgee were married at DPC and
have a daughter, Cameron, who attends UC Boulder.  David manages a commercial
electrical contracting business and enjoys spending time and traveling with family and
gardening.  He has taught Sunday school and served as a Youth Advisor as well as on
Stewardship and Supervised Ministry Committees, an Associate Pastor Nomination
Committee, and on our recent solar panel project–which is up and running!.



Scan this code
with your smart
phone to give

online!

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events

(if you’re not receiving our emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org!):
January 8–Epiphany Brunch after worship, Women’s Ministry Gathering

January 8–Club 345 Gathering, 3 to 5 pm (for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders)

January 8–Youth Group Resumes in Sycamore House, 6 to 8 pm

January 10–Women’s Ministry Lesson & Lunch, 10 to noon in Keith Parlor

January 12–Women’s Ministry Dinner & Lesson, 6:30 to 8:30 pm in Keith Parlor

January 15–Information Meeting for the Hurricane Relief Mission Trip to Florida, after worship in the Session Room

January 19–SAM (Senior Adult Ministry) Piano Concert featuring Mary Lynn Darden and Farris Goodrun at 11:00 am in the
sanctuary, reception to follow in the Keith Parlor

January 22–Grief Support Group, Luncheon in the church parlor for all those who may be interested in participating in a
grief support group in the coming months.  Jill Joyner will be our speaker.  Members and friends of members are welcome
to attend.

January 29–Milestone Workshop for 1st Graders on Baptism, 11:45 to 12:45 pm, large Children’s Ministry Room

February 16-20, 2023–Inter-Generational Hurricane Relief Mission Trip.  DPC has begun planning an inter-generational
mission trip to Hurricane Ian ravaged areas in Florida with other churches from our Presbytery for February.  All ages and
families are welcome.  Contact Todd Speed at tspeed@dpchurch.org if interested in participating

February 22–Ash Wednesday, service at 5:30 pm led by Nicole Jiskoot, dinner at 6:15 pm

February 26–Annual Congregational Meeting, presentation of the Annual Report

February 26–Lenten Festival for all ages, 3 to 5 pm in Slack Fellowship Hall

“Follow Me’ Theme “Honor Sabbath”
January 15 Todd Speed “Live in Holy Rhythm” Exodus 20:8–11
January 22 Emily Wilmesherr “Return with Gladness” Luke 13:10–17

“Follow Me’ Theme “Sing a New Song”
January 29 Todd Speed “Sing Liberation” Exodus 15:1-21
February 5 Todd Speed “Sing Tribulation” Psalm 22
February 12 Todd Speed “Sing Transformation” 1 Samuel 2:1–10; Luke 1:46–56
February 19 Todd Speed “Sing New Creation” Revelation 7:9–17
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