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Every child of God ~ belonging, engaging, being transformed

March 5, 2023 2nd Sunday in Lent 10:30 a.m.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

Assisted listening devices are available in the Narthex and Philips Foyer.

CHORAL INTROIT Gloria Patri in G John Weaver
Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen, Amen, Amen.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Emily Wilmesherr
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Come, people of God, to love as we are loved.
People: We will love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind.
Leader: Come, beloved of Christ, to learn the ways of love.
People: We love God and one another by serving the stranger.
Leader: Let us worship the God who made all of humankind.  
People: Let us worship indeed.

*HYMN 201 A Prophet-Woman Broke a Jar How Can I Keep from Singing

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Tully M. Fletcher IV

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Generous God, as the ravens fed Elijah in the wilderness, as the Samaritan cared for the stranger, You

provide for us.  But all too often, we do not realize the depth and breadth of your mercy.  When our lives go
well, we somehow believe that things work out because we were clever, or hard working, or lucky or
entitled.

We even persuade ourselves that the struggles of others are because they are stupid, or lazy, or
unfortunate, or undeserving.  Forgive us!

May we see that your mercy and generosity never runs out, and that we can always find a way to be
generous with strangers.  May we be transformed by your grace so that our thoughts and prayers become
acts of love and service.  In the name of the one who came not to be served, but to serve; Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Children are invited forward.  Following the Inter-generational Moment, children ages 4 to 3rd grade have
the option of attending Children’s Chapel in the Children’s Multi-Purpose Room.

If you need assistance finding this space, please ask an usher.
Today’s Children’s Chapel Leaders:  Jason Craw, Sarah Collier, and Lori McMahan

INTER-GENERATIONAL MOMENT: Florida Mission Trip Heather and Walter Beaubien
Leader: We now go our separate ways.
Adults: May God be with you there.
Children: May God be with you here.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Fletcher

OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 17:8–16
(pew Bible, page 324, OT)



NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 10:29-37
(pew Bible, page 72, NT)

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
SERMON “Love God, Neighbor, Enemy – Serve a Stranger” Rev. Fletcher

SKIT: A Modern Day Good Samaritan Actors: Tedd Weitzman, Mary Ann Allen, and the Congregation
Director: Lynn Evans

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  ((from the Belhar Confession, 1986) Rev. Wilmesherr
We believe

• that God has revealed himself as the one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among
people;

• that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the destitute, the
poor and the wronged

• that God calls the church to follow him in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives
bread to the hungry;

• that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind;
• that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows and blocks

the path of the ungodly...

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP
(Please sign and pass the Ritual of Friendship Register at this time so that we might know your

concerns, and keep you informed about the life and ministry of this community of faith.)

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Who At My Door is Standing? K. Lee Scott
Who at my door is standing, there patiently drawing near, Who entrance is demanding?  Whose is the voice I hear?  Sweetly
the tones are falling: “Now, open the door for Me!  If thou wilt heed My calling, I will abide with thee.”  Within, the rooms
are darkened, all filled with dust and sin.  How shameful, how unworthy for Christ to enter in.  Yet the tones are falling: “Now
open the door for Me!  If thou wilt heed My calling, I will abide with thee.”  Door of my heart, I hasten!  Thee will I open
wide.  Though He rebuke and chasten, He shall with me abide.  Yet the tones are falling: “Now open the door for Me!”  LORD

God, I hear Thee calling, Come now, abide with me.        [text: Mary Slade]

*DOXOLOGY 708 (stanza 1) We Give Thee but Thine Own Schumann
We give Thee but Thine own, whate’er the gift may be;

All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    Scan the QR Code on the back of the bulletin to give online!

  CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation to the Table Rev. Fletcher
Responding with Thanksgiving Rev. Wilmesherr
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader: All honor and praise and glory be to God.
People: The Lord’s name be praised forever.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Sanctus 552 (choir and congregation) arr. Richard Proulx
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of power and might:  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever.  Amen.



Breaking the Bread and Pouring the Cup Rev. Wilmesherr and Rev. Fletcher
Agnus Dei (choir and congregation) arr. Richard Proulx
O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us Lamb of God, and grant us Your
peace.
The Sharing of the Joyful Feast with the Community of Faith

(Please exit your pew to the right to come forward to receive the elements.  Wait until you return to your seat to partake of
the elements.  Raise your hand if you are unable to come forward and we will bring the elements to you.)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Rev. Wilmesherr

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 761 Called as Partners in Christ’s Service Beecher

*BENEDICTION Rev. Fletcher

*CHORAL RESPONSE Deep Peace Ron Alexander/John Bell
Deep peace of the running wave to you; Deep peace of the flowing air to you; Deep peace of the quiet earth to you; Deep
peace of the shining stars to you; Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you. [ancient Gaelic rune]

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Rigaudon André Campra

^   ^   ^

Music
Matthew McMahan, Organist & Choirmaster; Chancel Choir

^   ^   ^

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God in loving memory

of Wonderful Wife & Mother

Barbara Reich

by Bob and Rob Reich

^   ^   ^

All Hands on Deck “Empowered to Serve” Highlight
Thanks be to God for those who served on the hurricane relief trip in February led by Todd Speed:  Heather
Beaubien and her son Walter, Jack Brooks, Jim Hudgins, Aaron McClennen, Kathy Smith, and Mimi Thurman.
Jim says he was “astounded (and encouraged) by four denominations coming together for the glory of God to assist
others.  Hopefully we made a difference in one family’s life by cleaning their house in order to facilitate the interior
rebuild.  I was astounded by the sheer magnitude of the destruction caused by Ian several months ago.”
“My favorite hymn is ‘Here I am Lord. I will go Lord, if you call.’  That’s how I felt about our mission trip,”
comments Mimi.  “Our team worked hard, and got to know each other better.  We met some amazing, dedicated
people and had time to reflect on our mission.  This experience was an important part of my Faith Journey.  I hope our
church plans more mission trips, and we have a larger representation from DPC.”
Heather enjoyed being able to work with her son, Walter, and develop deeper relationships with everyone in the group
from DPC.  “I was surprised there were SO many houses and businesses still untouched since the hurricane, still SO
much work to be done.  But I left knowing that our group had made an impact, for which I’m grateful.”



Scan this code
with your smart
phone to give

online!

Bible & Music Camp
Bible and Music (BAM) Camp Early Bird Registration
ends TODAY, March 5.  Please make sure to take
advantage of the discount by 11:59 pm this evening. 
Registration will continue through May 8.  Sign up and
invite a friend!

https://decatur-presbyterian-church.square.site/bam
Don't have a child attending camp?  Can’t make it this
summer?  Please consider sponsoring a camper.  Check out
the following link for more information or contact Rev.
Emily Wilmesherr

https://tinyurl.com/3av3xvk5

Look what’s coming up!
Look for more information in our announcement slides and church emails on these events

(if you’re not receiving our emails, please contact dhowell@dpchurch.org)

March 9–Women’s Ministry Night Circle, 6:30-8:30 pm; dinner and Bible lesson

March 11–Service of Ordination for Sarah Lane in DPC sanctuary at 2:00 pm followed by a reception in Fellowship Hall

March 12–Women’s Ministry, meet in th Parlor following worship to walk to lunch at Twain’s

March 12–Spring Mix & Mingle inter-generational event, 4 to 6 pm in Fellowship Hall; Daylight Saving Time Begins

March 14–Women’s Ministry Day Circle, 10 am, Parlor Classroom and Parlor, lesson and lunch

March 16-18–‘Just Creation’ Conference at Columbia Theological Seminary, visit ctsnet.edu to register

March 18–SAM (Senior Adult Ministry) Trip to Gibbs Gardens in Ball Ground, GA.  Bus leaves at 10 am from DPC parking
lot, lunch at Arbor Café before touring garden.  Tickets are $18 for seniors (plus lunch), return to Decatur around 5 pm.

March 19–Spring Milestone Workshop for 4th graders on Worship

March 25–Ordination Service for Drew Wilmesherr, DPC sanctuary

March 26–Wilmesherr Baby Shower

April 2–Palm Sunday, palm processional and communion

April 6–Maundy Thursday Service with communion at 5:30 pm, dinner on lawn at 6:15 pm

April 7–Good Friday Tenebrae Service (A Service of Darkness) at 8:00 pm

April 9–Easter Sunday, enjoy cookies & decorate the cross on the lawn at 9 am, worship at 10:30 am

April 27–SAM (Senior Adult Ministry) trip to explore the Illuminarium, one of Atlanta’s newest multi-sensory experiences

April 30–Festival of Praise–All choirs Sing during worship; Youth BBQ Competition & Fund Raiser, after worship

June 5-9–Bible & Music Camp, registration is now open!  Visit https://decatur-presbyterian-church.square.site/bam

“Follow Me” Lenten Theme ‘Love God, Neighbor, Enemy’
March 12 Todd Speed “Show Mercy” 1 Samuel 24; Luke 23:32–43
March 19 Emily Wilmesherr “Wash Another’s Feet”John 13:1–20
Mach 26 Todd Speed “Be Courageous” Acts 6:8–7:2, 51–60
April 2 Tully Fletcher “Live Peaceably” Romans 12:9–21 (Palm Sunday)
April 9 Todd Speed Easter Sunday
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